Official Development Assistance in Switzerland
1. Introduction

Switzerland’s submission
 attempted to assess Switzerland’s financial contributions from public and private sources in support of the objectives of the Convention, including official development assistance. This digest contains methodology, estimated results and plausibility check of estimated official development assistance, international financial institutions as well as United Nations organizations, funds and programmes.
2. Methodology

Switzerland’s international financial contributions to the objectives of the CBD are determined using the Creditor Reporting System (CRS) database of the Organization for Economic Cooperation and Development (OECD). The use of a single data source supports data coherence and facilitates avoiding double counting, especially regarding indicators such as e.g. “International Financial Institutions” or “UN Organizations, funds and programmes”.

The methodology applied is based on the one developed by the “2010 Biodiversity Indicators Partnership” for the indicator Official Development Assistance provided in support of the Convention on Biological Diversity.

The approach consists in estimating an under limit (lower estimate) corresponding to the total disbursement for projects having disclosed biodiversity objectives, i.e. projects tagged with the Rio Marker “Only Biodiversity’, “Biodiversity and Climate Change”, “Biodiversity and desertification”, and “Biodiversity and Climate Change and Desertification’ and principally or significantly contributing to biodiversity. The datasets obtained from the CRS database were checked for double counting using the “OECD id” and the “donor project id”. As no double counting could be detected, the 4 datasets were summed up (Disbursements gross (constant 2009 USD millions)).

To address sustainability, a broader approach was used (high estimate) by identifying projects contributing to the policy objective “Environment” (irrespective of the Rio Marker used) and marked with “Environment Only”, “Gender and Environment”, “Environment and Participatory Development/Good Governance’, and “Gender and Environment and Participatory Development/Good Governance”. The exact amount of the high estimate contributing to environmental sustainability is unknown since activities marked with the policy objective “Environment” do not necessarily target environment sustainability in their entirety. However, the sum of aid to environment as an objective gives an upper limit of aid targeting environment sustainability.

Switzerland’s contribution to the GEF was also retrieved from the CRS (Development > Aggregate Aid Statistics> ODA by Donor> 1.6 Global Environmental facility (96%)). According to the fourth overall performance study of the GEF, 32.5% of the funds were allocated to projects within the focal area biodiversity. Accordingly, the amount of Switze1and’s contribution (2009) accounting to biodiversity is USD 9.20 Million (constant prices).
3. Estimated results

Table 1. Switzerland’s Official Development Assistance for the year 2009 according to the OECD Creditor Reporting System

Millions of USD (constant 2009 USD millions)

	
	Low estimate
	High estimate
	Average estimate

	Official Development Assistance (OOA)
	58.7
	96.2
	77.5

	ODA (Swiss Agency for Development and Cooperation SDC, State Secretariat for Economic Affairs SECO, Federal Office for the Environment FOEN, Federal Department of Foreign Affairs DFA)
	49.5
	87.0
	68.3

	GEF contribution
	9.2
	9.2
	9.2


The Swiss Agency for Development and Cooperation SDC is the largest government office provider of ODA in Switzerland, supporting 137 projects contributing to biodiversity conservation and 234 projects contributing to the sustainable use of biodiversity. The projects supported by SDC have - in line with SDCs’ policy - a strong interlinkage to rural development and food security, climate change and environment, governance, and economic integration.

The State Secretariat for Economic Affairs SECO contributes to the conservation and sustainable use of biodiversity through promoting sustainable production and fair traded products (e.g. through its support to UNCTAD’s Biotrade Initiative), the promotion of technical standards, and sustainable value chains in line with the sustainable use of biodiversity. Furthermore, SECO supports activities targeting the conservation and sustainable use of tropical forests, e.g. through the Forest Carbon Partnership Facility (FCPF) and the International Tropical limber Organization (ITTO).

The ODA provided by the Federal Office for the Environment FOEN includes the contribution to the GEF and further contributions to international organizations, such as voluntary contributions to the CBD or contributions to the IUCN and UNCTAD.
Through its ODA, the Federal Department of Foreign Affairs supports specific activities by the UNESCO.

4. Plausibility check

The amount of aid to biodiversity provided by Switzerland varies significantly, depending on the aim of the respective study and the data used, hence the need to operate with estimates:

The Swiss Agency for Development and Cooperation SDC monitors its aid to biodiversity and publishes the statistics within the programme “Biodiversity Monitoring Switzerland”, indicator M7 “Financial Resources for Nature and landscape Conservation”. According to indicator M7, Switzerland’s aid to biodiversity amounted to CHF 92.3 million in 2009 (bilateral aid: CHF 53.3 million; multilateral aid CHF 39.0 million). These data were used for national reporting under the CBD.

An input paper commissioned by the Federal Office for the Environment FOEN estimated Switzerland’s ODA relating to biodiversity conservation and sustainable use to amount to CHF 52-87 million in 2008 (ECOPLAN (2009): Expenditures for Biodiversity in Switzerland; Input paper; FOEN).

According to the Development Co-operation Report 2011 of the OECD, Switzerland’s ODA commitments targeted at the objectives of the CBD amount to USD39 million in 2009 (OECD (2011) Development Co-operation Report 2011: 50th Anniversary Edition).
5. International financial institutions

Methodology

Switzerland’s financial contributions to the World Bank Group and to regional development banks are estimated using the OECD Creditor Information System by identifying the ODA channeled through multilateral organizations. The contribution was obtained by addition of Switzerland’s disbursement for the year 2009 per institution. To avoid double-counting with the indicator ODA, contributions to the policy objective “Environment” or tagged with a Rio Marker including ‘Biodiversity’ were identified and subtracted from the gross contribution.

Results for International Financial Institutions

Table 2: Aggregated financial flows to the World Bank Group

	
	Millions of USD (constant 2009 USD millions)

	
	Contributions to the World Bank Group
	 Contributions already taken into account for the Indicator ODA
	Net contributions to the World Bank Group

	World Bank Group
	51.3
	0.2
	51.1

	World Bank Group
	6.2
	0
	6.2

	International Bank for Reconstruction and Development
	17.2
	0.2
	17.0

	International Development Association
	6.3
	0
	6.3

	International Finance Corporation
	21.6
	0
	21.6


Table 3: Aggregated financial flows to regional development banks

	
	Millions of USD (constant 2009 USD millions)

	
	Contributions to development banks
	Contributions already taken into account for the indicator ODA
	Net contributions to regional development banks

	Regional Development Banks:
	17.6
	0
	17.6

	African Development Bank
	0.5
	0
	0.5

	African Development Fund
	2.9
	0
	2.9

	Asian Development Bank
	1.7
	0
	1.7

	Asian Development Fund
	1.6
	0
	1.6

	European Bank for Reconstruction and Development
	7.8
	0
	7.8

	Inter-American Development Bank, Inter-American Investment Corporation and Multilateral Investment Fund
	0.3
	0
	0.3

	Regional Development Banks
	2.8
	0
	2.8


6. United Nations organizations, funds and programmes

Methodology

Switzerlands’ financial contribution to the United Nations organizations, funds and programmes is collected from OECDs’ CRS database, using the Channel “Multilateral Organizations” to identify relevant disbursements.

To avoid double counting with the indicator ODA, contributions to the policy objective “Environment” or tagged with a Rio Marker including “Biodiversity” were identified and subtracted from the contributions identified using the Channel “Multilateral Organizations”.

Further, some contributions, such as the contribution of the FOEN to the UNEP Fund, are already included in the indicator “Domestic budget at Federal level”.
	
	Millions of USD (constant 2009 USD millions)

	
	Contributions identified using the Channel “Multilateral Organizations”
	Contributions already taken into account for the Indicator ODA
	Net contributions to United Nations organizations, funds and programmes

	United Nations organizations, funds and programmes
	33.9
	3.6
	30.3

	United Nations Development Programme
	16.5
	0.9
	15.6

	United Nations Conference on Trade and Development
	1.7
	0.6
	1.1

	United Nations Economic Commission for Europe (extrabudgetary contributions only)
	0.1
	0.1
	0

	United Nations Environment Programme
	1.0
	0.7
	0.3

	Food and Agricultural Organization
	3.7
	1.3
	2.4

	United Nations Agencies, Funds and Commissions
	10.9
	0.0
	10.9.


The contributions of the Federal Department of Defence, Civil Protection and Sport (DDPS) to United Nations Agencies, Funds and Commissions are not taken into account (-0.666 million).

7. National reports

1998 report

The Swiss Agency for Environment, Forests and Landscape for the environment (SAEFL) is involved in most of the Swiss projects of cooperation concerning biological diversity. It offers advice and technical support at the time of formulation and in the evaluation of several of these projects.

Non-governmental organizations are also active in several ways.  Switzerland, for example, devotes about Sfr. 6.4 million each year towards projects which aim at conservation and the sustainable use of biological diversity abroad. Charitable organizations (Pro Natura) also support a number of projects relating to the sustainable use of natural resources.

Switzerland made available a credit line for the global environment in developing countries, agreed in 1991 for the period 1991-1997, and in addition to the regular amounts of public funding for development.  Switzerland was also substantially committed by means of funding intended to reinforce cooperation with Central and Eastern European countries.  Apart from these additional contributions, the numerous programmes and projects supported by Switzerland by means of regular funding for cooperation with developing and Central and Eastern European countries include an element for promoting conservation and the sustainable use of biological diversity, particularly in forestry or agriculture. Many projects of conservation and the sustainable use of tropical forests are financed by means of credit lines concerning the economic and commercial policy for international cooperation in development.
Under the aegis of the Swiss Agency for Development and Cooperation (SDC) and the Federal Office for Foreign Economic Affairs (FOFEA), Switzerland has drawn up a strategy and an environmental programme to integrate environmental concerns into all levels of cooperation in development. The primary goal is to support developing countries and those of Central and Eastern Europe, taking care to ensure the sustainable management of the natural environment and helping to prevent or solve global environmental problems. Whilst benefiting the local population, the projects should have a positive effect on policy concerning the natural environment, and should be incorporated into national or international plans. Switzerland financed a project called “European Biodiversity Resource Initiative”, which seeks to identify concrete strategies and instruments to increase funding and mobilizing investments for the conservation and sustainable of biodiversity, mainly in Eastern and Central Europe.

3.9 Cooperation
 

Switzerland’s environmental cooperation policy is predominantly developed by the Swiss Agency for Development and Cooperation (SDC) and the State Secretariat for Economic Affairs (SECO) with the support of the Federal Office for the Environment (FOEN). 

The Swiss Agency for Development and Cooperation (SDC) is Switzerland’s international cooperation agency within the Federal Department of Foreign Affairs (FDFA). In operating with other federal offices concerned, SDC is responsible for the overall coordination of development activities and cooperation with Eastern Europe, as well as for the humanitarian aid delivered by the Swiss Confederation. Development cooperation aims to alleviate poverty by helping people in partner countries help themselves. Development activities focus on promoting economic and government autonomy, improving production conditions, helping to solve environmental problems, and providing better access to education and basic health care for the most disadvantaged population groups. 

The State Secretariat for Economic Affairs (SECO) is the Confederation’s competence centre for all core issues relating to economic policy, i.e. trade related concerns. The Directorate for “Economic Development Cooperation” of SECO is responsible for sustainable economic development and supports the integration of developing countries, and countries with economies in transition, into the global economy. It seeks to promote sustainable economic growth by supporting stable macroeconomic conditions, encouraging investment and trade, and by building basic infrastructure. SECO’s priority in the field of biodiversity protection is to support programmes which entail capacity building and technology transfer to ensure developing countries have the opportunity to develop biotrade, to get access and share benefits of genetic resources, to treat wastewater and conserve ecosystems, i.e. through the development of REDD (Reducing Emissions from deforestation and degradation) mechanisms, and enhance forest biodiversity certification.

3.9.2 Federal spending on global concerns Between 1991 and 2010, Switzerland contributed a total of CHF 374 million to the Global Environment Facility (GEF, pilot phase till GEF-4). With a total budget of USD 3.1 billion, GE-4F funds are allocated as follows: 36 % to biodiversity, 33 % to climate change, 14 % to international waters, 3 % to land degradation, 9 % to cross-cutting issues, 3 % to ozone depletion and 3 % to persistent organic pollutants. Public foreign aid includes funds for biodiversity conservation pursuant to the Rio Convention on Biological Diversity. For example, Switzerland makes donations to the Global Crop Diversity Trust, which has made it its mission to ensure the conservation of crop diversity worldwide. Table 20: Federal spending on global concerns (in thousands of CHF) (Source: BDM indicator M7, status October 2008). 

Federal spending on global concerns in thousands of CHF 1999 2000 2001 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 

Public foreign aid (only as regards biodiversity!) – – 36 699 44 758 46 437 45 825 62 046 58 465
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