GIAHS

Information available on GIAHS website  http://www.fao.org/giahs/en/
1)      Background information

*       Agricultural Heritage Concept;

*       Agricultural Heritage Systems (definition);

*       Features and criteria of the Agricultural Heritage Systems.

2)      Guidelines and Procedures, and Template for GIAHS Proposal

3)      GIAHS Sites in all regions (designated and potential)

4)      Information resources (publications, links and articles)

5)      News and events

(Please note that the new GIAHS website will be online soon)

GIAHS today

In response to the global trends that undermine family agriculture and traditional agricultural systems, in 2002, during the World Summit on Sustainable Development (WSSD, Johannesburg, South Africa).¬ Over the past 13 years of implementation, the Initiative has successfully implemented its objectives and targets. It has developed a solid institutional mechanism including a multi-donor Global Partnership covering around 17 countries, over 35 international and national partners, and 31 designated GIAHS sites supported by the GIAHS Secretariat hosted by the Land and Water Division of FAO.

Over the past decade, GIAHS has gained considerable recognition both globally and domestically. In the international arena, GIAHS was appreciated in various intergovernmental fora. GIAHS was also acknowledged by the UN General Assembly in its Resolution 67/228 on 'Agriculture development and food security' adopted on 21 December 2012.

The expectations arising from FAO Members to further support GIAHS, the engagement of FAO management to include GIAHS in the Programme of Work and Budget 2015, as well as the process of endorsement and adoption of a Conference Resolution on GIAHS, brings additional opportunities to recognize the importance of smallholders, family farmers, and indigenous communities through GIAHS that constitute remarkable examples of such livelihood systems. This was further supported by the 32nd Session of the Regional Conference for Asia and the Pacific, held in March 2014, which requested FAO to promote regional implementation of GIAHS.

*       GIAHS video can be accessed from: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=O6sn4hcAtx4.

*       There are more videos available on the GIAHS website, here: http://www.fao.org/giahs/giahs-inforesources/multimedia/en/
NB. Representative of the GIAHS would be interested in participating in the Dialogue Workshop on Assessment of Collective Action of Indigenous Peoples and Local Communities in Biodiversity Conservation and Resource Mobilization to be held in Guatemala 11-13 June.

FAO GEF Chimborazo project

In the context of collective actions, information is also available from community-based approaches for natural resources management and shared governance, based on what the Chimborazo project has achieved so far.

The FAO GEF Chimborazo project, executed by the Provincial Council of Chimborazo and the Ministry of the Environment of Ecuador, has so far successfully managed to produce participatory assessments of five micro watersheds of high biodiversity value (páramos and related highland ecosystems) and the watershed plans have been designed with the indigenous communities living there. The planning process included (i) the implementation of Participatory Rural Appraisals (PRAs) in the communities located there; (ii) an inventory and community map of natural assets and productive schemes, (iii) an evaluation of the status of páramos; (iv) the analysis of the institutional setup, mechanisms and dynamics that can be implemented; (v) the participatory development of a land use map, which takes into account current and forecasted land use systems, soil conservation, forest and natural resource protection, hydrology, etc.; (vi) an assessment of the economic feasibility of improved Natural Resources Management practices within the communities.

As a result of this planning process, Watershed Management Committees were created, which include mostly representatives of indigenous communities (there is also the participation of  Government agencies with competency in water, agriculture and environment). These committees already have become the coordinating institutional mechanism for the watershed management planning process, since they have already prioritized and validated the pilot interventions to be implemented within the available project resources. The pilot projects are based on sustainable community soil and water management, conservation and water use efficiency (including protecting springs), agro-forestry systems, organic agricultural production.

From the perspective of the Forest and Farm Facility:

FAO is supporting forest and farm producer organizations of indigenous peoples, local communities and smallholders  - these involve collective action and sometimes involve collective rights and land tenure.

In particular FAO is supporting the Mayangna nation in Nicaragua around the Bosawas Biosphere Reserve - to develop their planas de vida - or a territorial management plan and to strengthen women producer groups engaged in non-timber forest products.

In Bolivia FAO is working with the Bartolina Sisas movement to strengthen both Indigenous and other local women's forest and farm based enterprises in Pando, The Amazonian northern department of La Paz and Chiquitania department of Santa Cruz.   FAO will be strengthening the multi-stakeholder cross sectoral platforms of the joint mechanisms for mitigation and adaptation to climate change in each of these regions as well.

Under UN-REDD, UNDP takes the primary responsibility for addressing issues related to indigenous people.

FAO's work in this area is more limited, but within the tenure and REDD+ work, we can mention:

*       ensuring representation of indigenous people in consultations and other forums where forest tenure issues are discussed

*       In Indonesia, development of a proposal to analyze the effect of new policies related to customary land tenure issues and potential for scaling up under REDD+ (submission pending Government designation of new REDD+ Focal Point)

A number of projects proposals have been developed for the Asia region that involve work with indigenous communities. Funding for these project has been approved, implementation to start soon.

Indonesia Inland fisheries project (Biodiversity focal area, currently under PPG INS/303/GFF) "Mainstreaming Biodiversity Conservation and Sustainable Use into Inland Fisheries Practices in Freshwater Ecosystems of High Conservation Value":

-          Project Objective: Strengthening the management framework for sustainable use of inland aquatic biodiversity to increase the protection of high conservation-value freshwater ecosystems in Indonesia.

-          "The project includes areas that contain indigenous people and people that have traditional rights to inland aquatic habitats and their biodiversity. The project will ensure that these stakeholders are afforded fair and equitable treatment and that their rights and customs are not infringed. The project will engage these groups to promote improved management and conservation of inland aquatic biodiversity."

Myanmar LDCF fisheries project (currently under PPG MYA/021/LDF) "FishAdapt: Strengthening the adaptive capacity and resilience of fisheries and aquaculture-dependent livelihoods in Myanmar"

-          Project Objective: To enable inland and coastal fishery and aquaculture stakeholders to adapt to climate change by understanding and reducing vulnerabilities, piloting new practices and technologies, and sharing information.

-          "Indigenous and local communities are part of the stakeholders of the project. Fishers and fish farmers will be involved in the project mainly through participation in climate change adaptation planning and co-management of the resource but also in other project activities. Their interest in the success of the project is that their income/livelihood will be made more resilient to the impacts of climate change through sustainable management of the resource. They will influence the outputs of the project through their level of commitment and change in behaviour (i.e. participation in planning and management and compliance with strategies and plans developed regulations)."

Myanmar Sustainable Cropland and Forest Management project (Multi-focal area, full project CEO endorsed, currently internal clearance in process MYA/017/GFF) "Sustainable cropland and forest management in priority agro-ecosystems of Myanmar"

-          Project Objective: The project objective is to build the capacity of farming and forestry stakeholders to mitigate climate change and improve land condition by adopting climate smart agriculture and sustainable forest management policies and practices.

-          "Several minority groups are situated in proposed project areas. These include member of the Kachin, Karen, Kayar, Chin, Mon, Rakhine, and Shan, etc.  As Myanmar has a wide range of ethnic minorities, their representatives should be involved in the project, especially considering the fact that the pilot sites are in different area and should be adjusted. Moreover local association could be linked to the project in the pilot sites. This must concern not only ethnic minorities but also other groups, especially women."

Philippines (Biodiversity focal area, PPG under way, PHI/063/GFF) ""RicePlus" - Dynamic conservation  and sustainable use of agro-biodiversity in rice-based farming systems of the Philippines"

-          Project Objective: Enhance, expand and sustain the dynamic conservation practices that sustain globally significant agro-biodiversity in rice-based farming systems of the Philippines.

-          "Local farmer communities including indigenous people are the primary stakeholders, key partners and at the same time beneficiaries of this project. They will implement the activities designed to achieve the project outcomes and outputs particularly regarding the development of strategies and tools for the conservation of agricultural biodiversity with support from national and local government units and the GEF project's executing and implementing partners."

-          "Depending on ultimate project site selection, the project will coordinate activities with the ICCA (Indigenous Community Conservation Areas) s Consortium Partners as main project activities might be undertaken in areas where indigenous communities play a key role in to strengthen sustainable natural resource use and conservation.  "

-          "The market demand and future potential for products like indigenous varieties and species that contribute to the conservation of agro-biodiversity is an important aspect of the proposed GEF project... The comprehensive market valuation research conducted for the indigenous food products of the Ifugao rice terraces currently being finalized by the Provincial Local Government of Ifugao, PAWB and BSWM provides a clear indication of market demand... Finally, the market demand and expansion for organic food products (see section 2) serves as a proxy indicator for the market potential of indigenous food products."

Turkey (Biodiversity focal area, PPG under way, TUR/062/GFF) "Conservation  and Sustainable Management of Turkey's Steppe Ecosystems"

-          Project Objective: The conservation of Turkey's steppe biological diversity through a landscape approach that simultaneously strengthens the protected area estate and mainstreams biodiversity conservation objectives and practices into the production landscapes.

-          "The proposed project is also in line with the Aichi Targets adopted at the 10th Conference of the Parties of the CBD, and the Nagoya Protocols. Most directly it will contribute to Aichi Target 1 on making people aware of the values of biodiversity and the steps they can take to conserve and use them sustainably; and to Target 4, on Governments, business and stakeholders at all levels have taken steps to achieve or have implemented plans for sustainable production and consumption and have kept the impacts of use of natural resources well within safe ecological limits. The project will also contribute to Target 14, on ecosystems that provide essential services, including services related to water, and contribute to health, livelihoods and well-being, are restored and safeguarded, taking into account the needs of women, indigenous and local communities, and the poor and vulnerable and Target 19, knowledge, the science base and technologies relating to biodiversity, its values, functioning, status and trends, and the consequences of its loss, are improved, widely shared and transferred, and applied."

