Antigua and Barbuda: Governance
Governance

NBSAP (April 2001 draft):
ENVIRONMENTAL DIVISION, MINISTRY OF TOURISM AND ENVIRONMENT

The Environmental Division in the Ministry of Tourism and Environment is the agency charged with the executive responsibility of managing and administering various aspects of the nation’s physical, biological and cultural environment. Its functions cover a wide range of environmental issues and concerns, including:

1.
Development and implementation of projects related to the rehabilitation and protection of the environment.

2.
Co-ordination of the development of environmental legislation in all areas of environmental management.

3.
Development and implementation of a natural environmental awareness programme, including the introduction of environmental education into the school curriculum.

4.
Design and implementation of a programme to enhance beaches and coastal areas.

5.
Production of a biannual report providing comprehensive information on the health of the environment.

6.
Identification and co-ordination of the implementation of Antigua and Barbuda’s commitments to international environmental agreements. This includes the co-ordination of the implementation of the recommendations of the National Coordinating Mechanism.

7.
Production of a comprehensive natural resource map which identifies major areas of importance to the health of the environment, including watersheds, coral reefs, mangroves, forests and protected areas. This map may be used for natural resource management, physical planning and tax collection purposes.

8.
Development and implementation of a national beautification programme.

9.
Provision of advice on environmental issues to government agencies and the general public.

10.
Co-ordination of the process of conducting environmental impacts assessment for major developmental projects.

DEVELOPMENT CONTROL AUTHORITY

The Land Development and Control Act of 1974 created and established the Development Control Authority (DCA) with responsibility for Land Use Planning and Development Control. The DCA also has responsibility for conducting land use and socio-economic surveys of Antigua and Barbuda and determining developmental impacts, as well as for maintaining information on land development issues.

The DCA has recently completed a National Physical Development Plan for Antigua and Barbuda. In relation to Biodiversity, the land use policies articulated in this plan seek to:

1.
Protect the natural flora and fauna to maintain the integrity of terrestrial ecosystems while preventing further environmental degradation.

2.
Protect and enhance the quality of the natural environment by minimizing levels of air, land and water pollution.

3.
Protect and promote the sustainable use of the country’s forest resources.

4.
Preserve and rehabilitate coastal and marine resources to meet the needs of the fishing and tourism industries and to manage the development of these resources so as to protect coastal ecosystems and prevent degradation of the marine environment.

5.
Conserve sites and/or buildings of ecological, scenic, historical, architectural and archeological significance.

6.
Establish a balanced hierarchy of settlements, adequately serviced with an appropriate level of physical and social infrastructure.

7.
Conserve and allocate quality agricultural land and water resources so as to minimize the loss of agricultural land to build development and to facilitate sustainable and productive agricultural development.

8.
Facilitate the exploitation and allocation of natural and man-made resources to meet the needs of the tourism industry and other legitimate users, within the context of sound environmental and resource management practices.

The DCA ’s function as the technical agency charged with monitoring and advising on physical development means that this agency plays a crucial role in efforts at promoting sustainable use and conservation of the nation’s biodiversity.

AGRICULTURAL PLANT PROTECTION UNIT, MINISTRY OF AGRICULTURE

In relation to the conservation and protection of the nation’s biodiversity, the Plant Protection Unit is responsible for the exclusion and prevention of entry of exotic pests and disease into the country by inspection of imported unprocessed plant material; sanitary confiscation of prohibited or diseased plant produce or material; and control of imports and exports by the issuance of important licences and phytosanitary certificates, respectively.

The Unit is also responsible for the continuous surveillance of plants island-wide (particularly high risk areas such as plant nurseries, major farming areas, hotels and government agricultural stations) for suspicious or inordinately high levels of pests and disease. 

All ports of entry into Antigua and Barbuda are also monitored. Two crops which are especially monitored are the Sea Island Cotton and the Antigua Black Pineapple.

By executing these activities on a regular basis, the Plant Protection Unit aims at intercepting and/or containing pests and diseases before they have a chance to establish themselves and become damaging to the nation’s flora and fauna, including its indigenous species.

FORESTRY DEPARTMENT, MINISTRY OF AGRICULTURE

The Forestry Department of the Ministry of Agriculture promotes the management and protection of the nation’s forest resources. This includes functions relating to the protection of watersheds, enforcement of forestry legislation, and promoting awareness of the importance of the country’s forestry.  The department is also responsible for the management of the Wallings Forest Reserve, one of the nation’s principal tourism assets. Plans underway call for the protection and sustainable management of the country’s south-western forested areas through an integrated forestry and coastal resource management regime. Urban forestry is also foreseen as an area for future attention.

Problems presently confronting the Forestry Department include inadequacies in legislation and administrative arrangements as well as budgetary and other financial resource restraints. 

FISHERIES DIVISION, MINISTRY OF AGRICULTURE

In Antigua and Barbuda the Fisheries Division of the Ministry of Agriculture performs a number of vital services in relation to Biodiversity. First and foremost, as the agency responsible for overseeing the nation’s fisheries resources, the Department aims to ensure that yields are sustainable and that over-exploitation does not take place.

The Fisheries Division oversees a statistical and information-gathering network aimed at providing resource managers with information as to the type and quantity of fish harvested. This allows monitoring of population trends and provides a basis for management decisions. The Department is also extremely active in programmes to promote sustainable utilization of the natural resources that provide the habitat for fishing resources including mangroves, coral reefs, and sea-grass beds. There is current involvement in a regional programme aimed at inventorying the nation’s coastal and marine resources – living and non-living – and their uses and stresses. This information is being used to provide planners with up-to-date information on changes taking place in the coastal and marine environment.

The Fisheries Division has also been involved in an ongoing programme of monitoring sea-level rise at various stations, as well as co-ordination activities relating to assessing the impact of climate change on the nation’s coastal and marine environment.

CENTRAL BOARD OF HEALTH

The Central Board of Health in the Ministry of Health is the agency responsible for environmental health and general sanitation, and has several functions as it relates to the Biodiversity of Antigua and Barbuda. These include the monitoring of drinking water supplies (surface and ground water), monitoring of marine and coastal waters, liquid waste management. The agency also investigates environmental health emergencies and participates in helping Antigua and Barbuda meet its international obligation in relation to conventions and treaties. 

The Central Board of Health is also responsible for coordinating efforts concerning bio-safety and has played a lead role in developing national technical mechanisms on bio-safety   and promoting awareness of the benefits and threats associated with these technologies.

NATIONAL SOLID WASTE MANAGEMENT AUTHORITY

The National Solid Waste Management Authority is responsible for solid waste management – storage, collection, treatment and disposal of solid waste. Its functions contribute to the protection of the Biodiversity of Antigua and Barbuda by ensuring that solid waste is managed in an environmentally sound manner. The Authority is presently working towards the establishment of a sanitary landfill site. This will have significant benefits for the health of the nation’s wetlands and coastal areas.

Sustainable production and consumption

NR3 (September 2007)

Legislation is being drafted that requires the sustainable management of natural resources.  The specific legislation includes the Fisheries Management Act 2006 and the Physical Planning Act 2003.  The draft Environmental Management Bill also provides some protection by address the threats to sustainable use and consumption.

The Fisheries Act and several other pieces of Legislation t provide complete protection of reef and fisheries species and provides for the development of management plans that guides uses such as eco-tourism activities.

There are however limited knowledge on what exactly is sustainable use, it is unclear therefore how this will be implemented.

It is difficult to determine all aspect of a resource that is being uses unsustainably.  There is the issue of Tourism however that is well documented and that has been a threat to the sustainable use of biodiversity.  To address this there has been efforts to set standards in the area of; Water Quality, sewage discharge, land use and landscaping.

The draft Environmental Management Bill also provides for more specific targets to ensure that Biodiversity is used sustainably.  The Bill does this be regulating the threats to Biodiversity.  This Bill coupled with others is expected to go a long way to the sustainable use of Biodiversity.

Trade

NR3 (September 2007)

CITES legislation is currently being drafted and will be passed by the Parliament by the end of 2007.

All Flora and Fauna that are endangered by trade are protected through the CITES convention.  Antigua and Barbuda is a party to this convention and has been implementing its provisions.

Technology

NBSAP (April 2001 draft):
2.4
Develop and implement policies to promote sharing of appropriate technologies

· Identify options and develop national policies aimed at promoting equity and fairness in the sharing of appropriate technologies and the benefits arising from their use

· Promote international and regional cooperation and exchange of technology

· Develop international and bilateral agreement, where appropriate, to facilitate the sharing of appropriate technologies

· Develop appropriate protocols to facilitate technical and scientific cooperation

· Ratify other Conventions that complement the implementation of the BSAP (e.g. CITES, RAMSAR, TRIPS Agreement and the Bonn Conventions, etc.)

· Utilize the monitoring regime established at 1.3 to facilitate the country’s reporting obligations under a number of international conventions, treaties and agreements (including equipment and training)

· Develop and implement protocols to regulate the import and export of endangered species, in line with international agreements (CITES)

· Develop and formalize regional agreements relating to cooperation in conservation of biological resources

