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Sustainable production and consumption

Eritrea
 (2010)
reported that since 2000 the Government of the State of Eritrea has issued a number of policies, proclamations, legal notices and management plans that promote the sustainable use and consumption of biodiversity resources (terrestrial, Marine and Agricultural). 

Sustainable Use of Non Wood Forest Products: Government of the State of Eritrea in partnership with IFAD, and some local and international NGO’s like RTI/Vita is implementing a reforestation program, promotion of energy saving traditional stoves and training and awareness program that promotes the sustainable use forest resources. The implementation of NBSAP have contributed on sensitizing and bringing attitude change on policy and decision makers at regional and national level in particular and the community in general on sustainable use of the Doum palm forest and on the importance of reverine forest conservation and sustainable use. Despite the effort the sustainable use of NWFP is not yet attained.

The Collection of Gum Arabic and frank incense: Despite its low level of harvest of these biodiversity based products, the resource has faced significant challenge from unsustainable utilization.

Honey production has increasing approximately from 100,000 kg/year in 2000 to about 275,660 kg/ year in 2009. This particular activity reflects the availability of bee forage and sustainable utilization of forest resources by introducing environmentally friendly farming activities.

Fishery Resources: No comprehensive quantitative surveys of the resources and the productivity of the Eritrean Red Sea have been carried out. Several attempts have been made to estimate the maximum sustainable yield (MSY) of the Eritrean marine fish resources. These estimates fluctuate between a high of 79,500 and a low of 36,000 tones per year. Presently the quantity taken is much less than the estimated sustainable yields.

Fish diversity in the Eritrean Red Sea represents a potential economic resource for Eritrea, both in terms of commercial fisheries and also from dive tourism. Eritrean coral reef fish diversity is greater than that of Israel, Egypt, and other “competitors” for dive tourism, but overall coral species diversity is lower. Overall, the fishery sector has considerable commercial potential in Eritrea and it is likely that there will be a considerable increase in fishery off take in the next few years.

Agriculture and Livestock: - The government of the State of Eritrea has developed and implemented national projects focused on livestock and agricultural development through a conservation-based approach, driven by the communities and technically supported by government institutions. For example, the Post-Crisis Rural Rehabilitation Development Program (PCRRDP is promoting forage production through the provision of improved seeds/planting materials, technical training in forage production, and promotion of fodder crop as part of crop rotation; improvement of range management through reseeding; support to voluntary livestock exclusion areas; and expansion of livestock watering points through the construction of hafirs. Over 57 000 ha would be developed under forage production and range improvement programme; about 12,000 ha will be put under Voluntary Livestock Exclusion Areas; while 110 hafirs will be constructed.

For sustainable agricultural development there are programs focused on promotion of simple, improved and affordable technologies including elements of soil and water conservation practices, use of improved seeds, promotion of better production practices and reduction of post-harvest losses. The programme will support over 150 000 ha of which between 25 000 – 35 000 ha of new rain-fed areas will be developed. This and similar programs are mainly focused on promotion of sustainable use of agricultural resources.

Trade

Currently, there are no fauna and flora species threatened by international trade in Eritrea.
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