Consumption and production

Australia
 reported that In Australia, trade in threatened plant species continues to be regulated under Part 13A of the EPBC Act. Enforcement and penalty provisions are included in Part 17 of the EPBC Act.
Population growth and unsustainable development

By world standards, Australia has a relatively low human population density. This is due mainly to our relatively infertile soils and the large extent of arid and semi-arid lands; however, urbanisation is growing. More recently, concerns about the growth of Australia’s larger cities have led to greater attention to urban design and planning, as well as the development of strategies to minimise urban sprawl (Beeton et al. 2006).

Australia’s ecological footprint—a measure of our consumption of natural resources relative to how much is available—is one of the highest in the world.

The release of pollutants into the environment due to urbanisation factors and from agricultural run-off can kill organisms outright, reduce species diversity and abundance, degrade habitats and disrupt ecological processes. These impacts can occur in areas of high biodiversity value, such as reefs and mangroves (Beeton et al. 2006). Impacts can also occur in important aquatic ecosystems, such as the Murray-Darling Basin, where they can cause extensive algal blooms (Australian State of the Environment Committee 2001).

Continued urban expansion is placing at risk highly productive agricultural lands, areas of heritage significance and ecologically significant remnant habitats. In other areas coastal development is encroaching into fire-prone areas of coastal heath, forest and shrubland.

Consumption
The Australian Government sustainably manages wildlife through Wildlife Trade Management Plans (WTMP) and Wildlife Trade Operations (WTO). Since 2005, 35 have been approved. These cover a range of native fauna and flora including kangaroos, crocodiles, butterflies and tree ferns.

Forests

In 2005–06, 112.6 million hectares of native forest was in tenures in which timber harvesting is allowed, compared to 119.8 million hectares in 2000–01. While large, much of the available area contributes little to timber supply.

The area of multiple-use public native forests sustainably managed for timber production declined from 11.4 million hectares in 2000–01 to 9.4 million hectares in 2005–06. This change was as a result of the transfer of areas of multiple-use public native forests to reserved public native forest.

Fisheries

Strategic assessments are a requirement under the EPBC Act for Australian Government managed fisheries and fisheries with an export component. Assessments are conducted in accordance with the second edition of the Guidelines for the Ecologically Sustainable Management of Fisheries.

Water Quality in Aquatic Ecosystems

Under the National Water Initiative (NWI), the Australian Government works with the states and territories to implement the National Water Quality Management Strategy (NWQMS). The NWQMS aims to protect the nation’s water resources by protecting or enhancing their quality while maintaining economic and social development.

The Australian Government has been working in collaboration with the states and territories to implement the NWQMS by developing water quality improvement plans to reduce pollution being released into coastal hotspots across the country. An investment of $2.25 billion under Caring for our Country has been made to protect coastal environments and critical aquatic habitats through management actions to improve the quality of water discharged into coastal environments.

Water Sensitive Urban Design is increasingly being considered in planning as a way to improve urban water efficiency and quality and to reduce the impacts resulting from urbanisation on the condition of aquatic ecosystems.

The EPBC Act regulates the movement of internationally recognised endangered species, fulfilling Australia's obligations under the Convention on International Trade in Endangered Species of Wild Fauna and Flora (CITES). The EPBC Act also regulates the export of Australia's native wildlife and the import of live exotic species.

Consideration is also given in environmental assessment on potential impacts of trade on wild populations of the species.

Compliance:

· A total of 18 526 seizures were made between 1 January 2005 and 31 December 2007 under Part 13A of the EPBC Act.

· In combating illegal trade, DEWHA works closely with partner agencies, sharing intelligence and resources. These include state and territory wildlife authorities, the Australian Customs Service, the Australian Federal Police, overseas CITES management authorities, Interpol, and some non-government organisations, such as TRAFFIC.

· DEWHA has enhanced its compliance capability by implementing a permit review program.

· DEWHA has also identified species for which there are significant levels of illegal trade, such as hoodia, and has developed compliance plans to focus our enforcement activities.

Australia, as a member of the Coalition Against Wildlife Trafficking (CAWT), continues to carry out activities to support CAWT’s three-pronged approach of, jointly and separately, reducing consumer demand for illegally traded wildlife, improving wildlife law enforcement, and catalysing high level political will to fight wildlife trafficking.

Forests

A number of non-wood native forest species are subject to commercial harvesting regimes. Some species are significant in terms of value, quantity or both.Permits are usually required to harvest native plant and animal products from forests, although the requirements for permits may differ by jurisdiction and land tenure. All Australian states and territories have legislation restricting the harvest of threatened species.

In south-eastern Australia, woodlands have been cleared to support the development of intensive agricultural production. This area now supports many rural communities and produces a significant proportion of Australia’s food and fibre.

Farmers are managing some of the valuable remnants of these woodlands; about three million hectares are on private land.

Some remnants, with appropriate planning and management to improve their condition and secure their protection, could make a more significant contribution to landscape scale conservation of biodiversity at the district or sub-catchment scale.

Within this area of woodlands there are 44 per cent of the farm businesses in Australia (ABS 2007) that contribute over $16 billion or 42 per cent of Australia’s gross value of agricultural production.

An intent of Caring for our Country is to enable groups of landholders to work together to contribute to biodiversity conservation and the provision of associated ecosystem services in a way that complements the National Reserve System (including protected areas on private land) and the Environmental Stewardship Program (that is currently focussing on protection of the Box Gum Grassy Woodlands).

Priority for the next two years will be given to proposals that bring together groups of landholders to improve the protection on farm of woodlands and their derived native grasslands in Victoria, southern NSW and eastern South Australia. Proposals are particularly invited from groups of landholders to protect woodlands along rivers and creeks, especially those in the Central West, Murrumbidgee, North East, Goulburn Broken and Murray regions of the Murray-Darling Basin.

Proposals are invited from groups of landholders (who represent at least 10 properties) for support to develop cross property biodiversity conservation plans and management arrangements for woodlands in priority areas.

Proponents are encouraged to work with other organisations, such as government agencies, non-government organisations, community groups, regional natural resource management organisations and research organisations to develop proposals.

Technology
Australia’s first planning document
 referred to assistance to technology transfer, including:

· Ensure that opportunities to increase the level of technology transfer relevant to biological diversity conservation are included in relevant aid programs and projects; 

· Enhance international collaboration in research related to biological diversity.

Australia
 reported technology transfer in fisheries. Australia cooperates in scientific and technical cooperation through our active participation in several RFMOs which aim to ensure that sustainable and scientifically based conservation and management measures are adopted to manage fish stocks in the region. Examples include:

· conducting a number of capacity building workshops and technology transfer programs to assist developing states manage their fish stocks

· hosting a number of foreign fisheries agency staff visits to improve fisheries management skills, including participating as observers on Australian patrol boats to provide instruction in fisheries compliance

· training of foreign government officers to assist in the implementation of CCAMLR’s Catch Documentation Scheme (CDS) for Patagonian toothfish

· assisting in preparing fleet development plans for coastal and developing island states aspiring to develop tuna fisheries in the Indian Ocean

· establishing the Pacific Patrol Boat program to provide South Pacific countries with a credible maritime surveillance capability and enhance their capacity to protect their marine resources.
The Interim Biogeographic Regionalisation for Australia (IBRA) has been developed in cooperation with the states and territories and is updated from time to time as better information becomes available. It forms the scientific basis of the national planning framework for Australia’s National Reserve System and facilitates the spatial analysis by government, non-government organisations and scientists interested in protected areas planning and management.

Australia’s National Reserve System Task Group is the national conduit for disseminating information approaches for the effective management of protected areas. Parks Heads of Agencies is the forum for information exchange, discussion, collaborative action and to facilitate staff exchanges and joint projects between agencies in relation to protected areas in Australia. Both fora include representatives from every jurisdiction in Australia. Parks Heads of Agencies includes a representative from New Zealand’s park agency.

Parks Australia, Parks Victoria and NSW National Parks and Wildlife in conjunction with Queensland University are developing a management effectiveness framework for protected areas including the use of appropriate approaches and technology.

There has been considerable collaboration between governments and organisations on marine research. For example, two recent research voyages in the Tasman Fracture and Huon Commonwealth Marine Reserves in November 2006 and April 2007 identified an additional 80 seamounts south of Tasmania, raising the total in the region to at least 144. In addition, an additional 145 canyons were discovered, raising the regional total to at least 276. Also discovered during the voyages were 338 species new to science, 86 new records for Australia and 242 described species.

Examples of significant technical innovations that enabled a high quality zoning plan for the Great Barrier Reef Marine Park to be produced in an accurate and timely manner included:

· Development and application of clear Operating Principles for developing the new network that clarified the planning ‘rules’ for stakeholders in advance of the process.

· ‘Post-hoc’ accounting GIS procedures to assess various network options against each of the operating principles

· Legal boundary descriptions automatically generated from GIS maps using processes developed within the GBRMPA Spatial Data Centre, allowing the zone locations to be translated into legal descriptions rapidly and accurately
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