Finland (fi)

Proposals for Finland's national programme to promote sustainable consumption and production

Finland has developed a national strategy on SCP together with all relevant stakeholders which was approved by the government in 2006. 

The programme’s 73 proposed measures focus on solutions for the issues with the greatest impact on society’s overall eco-efficiency. The programme also defines who takes responsibility for these specific actions. The proposals comprehensively cover the ecological, economic and social dimensions of sustainability, and forge new links between environmental policies and business policies. 

The committee’s starting point was the search for means to meet society’s basic needs in sustainable ways. These needs include housing, food, transportation, welfare and leisure. The programme strongly emphasises the need to use natural resources responsibly. This approach differed from earlier integrated product policies and from the EU’s SCP Action Plan, which largely focused on providing consumers with reliable and comprehensible information, and on bringing all product policies under one umbrella emphasising life cycle thinking. These issues were part of Finland’s programme, but not the starting point.  

The first step after the approval of the strategy was to establish a material efficiency centre, which provides services for businesses and advice for consumers and public sector organisations on various ways to improve material efficiency. The centre is for time being piloting a tool on material auditing. The results from the pioneering companies show that it is easy to reduce material-use by 10-20 % and at the same time save resources and money and cut CO2 emissions. The intention is to one day set sector-specific targets and conclude material-efficiency targets with key sectors. 

The Government passed in April 2009 a resolution that encourages all public actors to adopt sustainable procurement. The Government expects measures from those responsible for public procurement, particularly in the areas of energy, construction and housing, transport, food services, energy-using equipment and services. 

Environmental impacts of material flows caused by the Finnish economy have been analysed and will be used as a basis for discussion on the environmental impacts of private consumption and possible means to reduce the impacts of consumption. 

Finland’s SCP programme will be reviewed during spring 2012.   
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