Samoa
 reported:

Production

Area of forest, agricultural and aquacultural ecosystems under sustainable management. Forests – none Agriculture – 16 fully certified organic farms (2,286 ha); 10 more farms in process of obtaining full certification. Aquaculture – none reported. Marine trophic index – no data Nitrogen deposition – no data Water quality in aquatic ecosystems – no data.
Depleted nearshore marine resources due to open-access use regimes is the prime motivation for the expansion of community based marine reserves. As indicated above, 71 reserves (and growing) are seeking to restock inshore areas through a combination of no-take zones, banning of unsustainable fishing methods and sustainable use. The two MPA applies the same approach with no-take zones and bans on various practices effectively enforced as community bylaws. Samoa’s pelagic fishery particularly the tuna species are facing fluctuating levels of catch. A fishing vessel based licensing system regulates the number of licensed fishing vessel as the main tool for keeping catches within sustainable levels. The absence of sustainable management of Samoa’s forest resources over the last 30 plus years is now taking the merchantable forest resource to the brink of total depletion. Small scale logging continues but mainly on remnant trees on land previously cleared for agriculture.
Consumption

Ecological footprint and related concepts

Total land area under forest cover (based on 1999 aerial photos) – 60%; future trend point to continuing loss of forest cover due to cultivation, settlement and damage due to cyclones. Impact of logging is reduced.
Trade 

Changes in trends of threatened species Turtles – No longer exported; export banned in late 1990’s. Flying fox – hunting ban in place since early 2000s. No longer exported. Corals – black coral no longer exported.
Technology
Samoa’s national report
 indicated that the shift from small scaled subsistence plots to large scale commercial agriculture underpinned the scaling up in the level of agro-deforestation. Coupled with the arrival of the powersaw, the rate of deforestation increased to levels never before seen as farmers found the capacity to clear significantly larger areas that would have been possible with axes and machetes. In recent times, as merchantable forests are depleted expectations that this will lead to the natural demise of logging operations have been proven inaccurate. This is because as forest densities decreases and logging costs per cubic meter of log increases, new milling technologies evolved to ensure costs of logging are significantly reduced. Mobile chainsaw milling technologies now allow the logging of forests previously classified as ‘non-merchantable’. It means that all trees of millable form can be extracted without the constraints of high logging costs, as mobile mills are now capable of moving operations to where the resource is without concerns over high transportation costs. Overharvesting of nearshore fisheries is also compounded by new fishing methods including fine mesh nets, many of which have been banned from many communities. Scuba fishing is an increasing trend and is resulting in the rapid depletion of bottom fish species. Accompanying large scale and market driven agriculture is the increasing use of chemical pesticides and fertilisers. These pollutants and increased siltation from poor land management practices are washed into lagoons and coral reefs. 

A draft bio-prospecting legislation (2001) remains to be approved. 

National Biosafety Framework prescribes risk assessment requirements for screening importation of LMOs.
The bio-prospecting legislation is in draft form (2001).

Lack of technical and technological capacity A lot of research oriented actions prescribed for species and ecosystems conservations include terrestrial ecological, botanical and taxonomic studies. While MNRE has made good progress in terms of building its technical capacity, some of the studies require specialised expertise not locally available. There are two local environmental NGOs and both are limited in terms of qualified staff to implement these kinds of activities. Private environmental consulting companies offer an alternative for outsourcing work, but are also limited in their range of expertise.
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