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Uganda is in the early stages of developing offsets. The country’s EIA law provides a supporting framework for compensation schemes, and a few pilot projects are in the works. The Uganda Wildlife Authority (UWA) is in the early stage of developing a biodiversity offset policy, although the Department of Energy has reservations regarding the financing of the scheme in as far as it involves oil companies. The UWA is also investigating voluntary offsets with oil companies (particularly Tullow Oil) with an aim to catalyze national law for compliance-based offsets in the future. Current pilot projects include efforts by the Wildlife Conservation Society (WCS) to protect fisheries as a potential site for a voluntary offset by offshore oil drilling companies and a voluntary compensatory conservation project for the Bujagali hydropower plant on the Victorian Nile.

A potential future development is to channel payments for biodiversity offsets through the Uganda Conservation Trust Fund (UCTF), which has been proposed by a coalition of government, NGOs, and civil society organizations and would be run independently of the government. This fund would not be exclusively for biodiversity compensation; it is envisioned as a sustainable financial mechanism for protected areas in Uganda. The UWA and WCS are spearheading the effort to create the UCTF; so far about $95,500 have been raised for the project.
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