Payment for ecosystem services

(2005)

Conservation Agreements

The Nature Conservancy of Canada and many other conservation groups hold conservation agreements with private landowners for millions of acres of land. In most cases, the agreement hands a portion of a willing landowner’s property rights over to a conservation group, giving it a right to restrict development according to the terms of the agreement. If there is a drop in the value of the land as a result of the agreement, the property owner can receive a charitable tax deduction equal to the drop. While land can be sold and used at the owner’s discretion, the agreement continues to be legally binding as long as the conservation group is involved. Examples of organizations involved in these agreements include the Southern Alberta Land Trust Society and the Manitoba Wildlife Federation and the Manitoba Habitat Heritage Corporation.

(2009)

Alberta’s Land-Use Framework and Land Stewardship Act

The Government of Alberta established a new Land-Use Framework for the province in 2008. This Framework is a comprehensive strategy for addressing cumulative impacts of multiple industrial developments on the province’s ecosystems. The subsequent Alberta Land Stewardship Act creates the authority for regional plans for each of the seven regions identified in the Framework. Albertans will be consulted to help define the future land-use in their region, with future development considering cumulative impacts on land, air, water, and biodiversity. The Act creates new conservation and stewardship tools to protect heritage landscapes and will make Alberta the first jurisdiction in Canada to compensate landowners whose property values are affected by conservation and stewardship restrictions under regional plans.

To address growing communities and subsequent ecological pressures, Alberta’s Plan for Parks 2009-2019 reaffirms the need to promote the inextricably linked objectives of recreation and conservation. To ensure the management of parks aligns with the province’s strategic direction, the document includes key planning elements also found in the Land-use Framework, and both share overall desired outcomes and a commitment to working with local Aboriginal groups in Land-use planning.
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