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10. COMPENSATION PRINCIPLE

If, in spite of a negative assessment of the implications for biodiversity and in the absence of alternative solutions, a plan or project must nevertheless be carried out for imperative reasons of overriding public interest, public authorities should take all compensatory measures necessary to ensure that no net loss of biodiversity will occur when the plan or project is implemented or executed.

Objective 5: Improve the integration of biodiversity concerns into all social and economic sectoral policies

5.2 Encourage the involvement of the private sector in the protection of biodiversity, as an integral part of business planning and operations

Companies are more and more scrutinized on their impacts on biodiversity by stakeholders (investors, employees, consumers, etc.). Many businesses own and manage land, their activities therefore directly affect biodiversity (companies active in sectors such as agriculture, water, woodlands and forestry, tourism and transport for example). Other companies can have indirect impacts, such as financial services companies through loan or investment policies, and retailers, through the purchase of intensively produced agricultural products.

Therefore it is important to consult private sector and ask their advice on the best way to apply enterprise’s instruments, such as environmental reports, labels, integrating biodiversity requirements into company management systems, green purchases, etc., to improve their environmental performance and engage more fully in managing and reporting on biodiversity.

The establishment of Company Biodiversity Action Plans to manage the company’s overall impacts on biodiversity (including management of sites in its ownership or control) can be an appropriate instrument to manage biodiversity impacts and contribute to biodiversity protection.

Furthermore, the private sector needs to understand the importance of biodiversity and be aware of the legislations protecting it and the opportunities to take actions to preserve it.

State aids to private sector operators are an important instrument to promote activities that take biodiversity concerns into account
Business-biodiversity partnerships

Belgium
 (2009)

Flemish region:

Several actions related with business sector have been set up in the framework of the Environment Policy Plan (2003-2007, recently extended till 2010). 

· Sector-specific platforms have been established under the Department for Environment, Nature and Energy for exchanging information and sharing experience between administrations of the regional environment authority and user groups such as: Environment and Agriculture, Environment and Industries, Environment and Consumers. The main objectives of these platforms is to look into (1) possible common programmes in which the actors agree to take up their responsibilities and through which the environmental performance can be improved; (2) cooperate for improving jurisdiction and instruments and sector specific objectives. 

The objectives of the Agency for Nature & Forests include other specific actions to enhance the integration of biodiversity concern and measures for conservation with socio-economic objectives:

· Aspects that are being explored include the development of incentive measures such as green taxes, support for land rehabilitation and restoration of nature and landscape values, support for private – public partnerships for biodiversity conservation actions

· New ways are being explored for effective integration of biodiversity into sectoral economic activities, such as improving the biodiversity content of environmental impact assessments, site management and conservation of biodiversity on domains of private companies, sustainable provision of raw materials, sustainable harvests and resource management, certification schemes,…

· Consultation groups are set up between the Agency for Nature & Forests and: Drink Water Companies, Waste Water Management (Aquafin), Waste Handling Companies (Remo), the Departments Waterwegen & Zeekanaal (Waterways and Sea Canal) and De Scheepvaart (Shipping), Port Authorities to discuss environmental impact assessments and other approaches, finding best solutions for limited impacts and for mitigation and/or compensation measures and identify voluntary practices to enhance natural carrying capacity and ecosystem functions. For example, there is a cooperation agreement between the Agency for Nature & Forests and REMO for the implementation of an ‘Action plan for restoration and development of habitats’ on the sites of the waste management company. There is also a strategic planning process for harbour development located in Natura 2000 sites that includes actions for restoration and conservation of habitats and species.

· Consultation group between Agency Nature & Forests, the Department Natural Resources and the Quarry Companies for sand and gravel exploitation to explore relation with biodiversity values and the proposed locations for the quarries, and discuss options for finding best solutions for limited impacts in the framework of EIAs, and for compensations and rehabilitation of natural values after their exploitation. For example with the sand mining company SIBELCO a cooperation agreement was developed to restore the natural values after the sand winning.

· With the private sector in energy production from biomass ways are explored for effective production and retail of biomass from the Agency’s nature and forest areas.

· Consultation and advisory committees have been set up with several sector groups to enhance integration of biodiversity issues into their policies: agriculture, river fisheries, foresters, hunters.

Cooperation with local authorities
Under the Cooperation Framework with local authorities municipals receive financial and technical support for projects they submit for nature conservation actions. 226 out of 318 municipalities undersigned the cooperation agreement for ‘nature’, and 122 projects for specific actions received financial support. About 50% of these projects concerned acquisition and restoration of nature of forest areas, 14% for species protection actions. The other projects include installation of green roofs, development and implementation of management plans for parks and for road or river verges.

Private-public partnerships and stakeholder involvement

· The private-public cooperation project that was established for the protection of natural and cultural heritage of the Herkenrode abbey and its surrounding areas provides a framework for the restoration of the Herkenrode classified monument as well as for the restoration and development of the natural values of the abbey garden, agricultural land and orchards. The project includes partners from the environment administration, tourism department, provincial authority and private sector.

· Private forest owners are organised in forest groups which receive technical and financial support for the development and implementation of forest management plans that take into account forest biodiversity aspects.

· Commissions have been established with the provincial river fisheries representatives and anglers groups for an integrated planning and follow up of management measures of fish populations and river systems.

· Hunters are organised in Wildlife Management Units that receive technical and financial support for the planning and implementation of hunting activities and wildlife management measures.

· With the Youth Organisation a charter was signed in 2005 describing ways and means for the use of nature sites and forest areas for their out-door activities while ensuring protection of natural values. The National Park Hoge Kempen integrates objectives for socio-economic activities, recreation networks and measures for biodiversity conservation and awareness raising.

· The NGO Natuurpunt sets up partnerships with private companies for nature development and species protection measures on the areas around their buildings, and developed fact sheets to enhance such practices by others.

Wallon region:

Business and biodiversity

Some examples of public-private partnerships:

· Elia (and formerly Electrabel) have signed conventions with the Nature and Forest administration for the ecological management of areas under high-voltage electrical lines.

· Electrabel (electricity provider) sponsors several projects including the ‘Aquascope de Virelles’, an interpretation centre on wetland areas

· Electrabel, Triodos, Vivara are partners of the nature protection organization Natagora 

· Interbrew (In-Bev, a brewery multinational) sponsors a prize for nature conservation initiatives

· Valvert (mineral water company) finances a Nature Film Festival. 

· GlaxoSmithKline has a programme for the rehabilitation of wetlands around one of its site and has a public awareness programme for its staff members.

· Natagora has established partnerships with private companies for the greening of spaces around their buildings and infrastructure (nature-friendly development of sites).

· There are conventions with quarry companies for the preservation of swallow populations. 

· There are rehabilitation plans set up with cement quarry companies so that sites that are not exploited anymore can be returned to natural areas.

· ECOSEM is a private company (university spin-off) specialized in the production of indigenous seeds and plants of local provenance. 
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