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Private financial resources are made available at regional and local level and in bilateral development cooperation by Public Private Partnerships.

Many companies are active as sponsors of environmental protection and nature conservation measures that contribute to the conservation and sustainable use of biological diversity. The Federal Environment Ministry provides information on fund raising that is designed to help nature conservation actors in their efforts to attract donations and to tap additional sources of finance (e.g. Publication: BMU (2004): Finanzierungshandbuch für Naturschutzmaßnahmen (Fund Raising Guide for Nature Conservation Measures)).

Business-biodiversity partnerships

Germany
 (2010)
“Business and Biodiversity” initiative

It is the German government’s aim to get business more closely involved in the conservation and sustainable use of biological diversity. In 2007 the German government launched the initiative “Business and Biodiversity”, and in 2008 it officially presented it at the Ninth Conference of the Parties to the CBD. Businesses which join the initiative sign a “Leadership Declaration”. In doing so, they undertake to embed biodiversity conservation in their business policy in the future and, among other things, to lay down measurable targets for improved protection and sustainable use of biological diversity, which are reviewed and updated every two to three years. Differences between businesses are catered for by the fact that each business can decide its own goals and steps and can thus individualise the leadership declaration. All activities pursued and successes achieved in the field of biological diversity are to be published in an annual, environmental or sustainability report.

To date, 42 businesses have joined this international initiative, including companies from Germany, the EU, South Africa, Brazil (organiser of the Eighth Conference of the Parties to the CBD) and Japan (organiser of the Tenth Conference of the Parties to the CBD). The range of businesses extends from tourism, the timber and construction industries to financial services, the food industry and natural cosmetics. The Federal Environment Ministry will continue to develop this initiative during its CBD presidency and will make every effort to place it on a permanent footing by the next Conference of the Parties in Japan in 2010.
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