Madagascar (mg)

Madagascar
 (2001) reported that devices for transfer of management by the state to private operators or local communities have been operational since 2000 (AGAR).

Madagascar reported
 that natural resources management transfer will be conducted for forest blocks located out of protected areas and wetland ecosystems. It is based on a national and regional forest zoning. Regarding wetland ecosystems, six Ramsar sites (787,000ha) are currently managed under a participatory approach. A total of 500 natural resources management cases have been transferred to local communities and cover about 178,000ha of forests, 54,800ha of mangroves, and 54,850ha of fishing areas.

Private Collections

Private organizations and NGOs working in rural development have also their own small working collections, generally duplication from the two main organizations mentioned previously or introductions multiplied then directly disseminated among users such as:

· TAFA, a NGO that conducts research on the vegetation cover system or “Système de Couverture Vegetale” (SCV) and collects forage plants and creeping leguminous plants. It also ensures seeds multiplication and their dissemination among famers;

· FAMAMA, a private company working on the cashew tree;

· La Pépinière de la Mania, a NGO providing support to farmers in the areas of fruit tree and coffee farming;

· The Technical Horticultural Center of Toamasina (CTHT), an inter-trade association (grouping producers, operators of the para agricultural and food processing sectors, and operators working at the post-sector level), that produces and disseminates improved plant materials: litchi, mangosteen, granadilla, pepper plant, pink peppercorn, clove tree; and

· The Technical Horticultural Center of Antananarivo (CTHA), a sister association of the one above, whose main interventions pertain to introducing and disseminating the “Favette” strawberry variety, the development of in-vitro multiplication of orchids and the definition of technical process and innovative crops (very fine size Green beans, honeydew melon, edible-podded peas, endives).

The private sector integrates biodiversity consideration into their development.

· Adoption by primary banks of a measure to finance only environment compliant Investments,

· Increasing ecotourism and the value of biodiversity within the tourism sector, and

· The strategy of the Access and sharing of the advantages from the use of natural resources in progress.
The PHCF project

The World Wide Fund (WWF) has implemented the Holistic Conservation Programme for Forests in Madagascar (PHCF), funded by Good Planet Funds with Air France as the sole sponsor of the $ 6.13 million project budget. The project started in 2008 and will end in 2012. PHCF is a demonstration REDD+ pilot project and does not intend to sell carbon credits.

WWF is taking action to conserve 390,000ha of moist forests and 125,000ha of spiny forests in 7 different locations from North to South: Andapa-Bealanana, Fandriana-Marolambo, Ivohibe, Vondrozo, and Fort-Dauphin. The main objective of the project is to reduce deforestation rates in the project’s intervention sites through conservation activities and improving knowledge on carbon accounting.

The specific goals of the projects are:

· To improve the living conditions of local communities,

· To improve the knowledge of verifiable and effective ways of measuring the emission reduction potential of project activities,

· To fully integrate the conservation of Madagascar’s exceptional biodiversity in the project.

The project’s main activities include:

· The creation of new Protected Areas

· Promotion of alternative practices to ‘slash and burn’ activities

· Community-Based natural resource management

· Restoration of degraded forest landscapes and reforestation for fuel wood production
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