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5.2.2.3 Partnerships with business and industry

Section 7.1.5. details the total estimated annual cost for implementation of the first 116 species and 14 habitat action plans. A significant proportion of these costs will be met through the re-direction of Government programmes. Similar action by the private sector will also assist implementation. However, substantial further resources will need to be found if implementation is to be fully successful. One mechanism for achieving this is the system of “championing” particular species or habitat action plans. Champions can sponsor plans by providing funds, providing in-kind support such as materials or services, providing people to assist with the work to by delivering an action in the plan. Some companies are taking up the challenge of sponsorship for species, the first being ICI who have sponsored work; for the monitoring of sites, habitat management and training of wardens, and for the Large blue butterfly Maculinea arion and Pearl bordered fritillary

Boloria euphrosyne. To date six species have found champions but further effort will be needed to develop the system as additional action plans are finalised.

The UK Round Table is currently studying mechanisms to assist both large and small businesses to take account of biodiversity within their overall environmental management.

The findings of the study will be published in early 1998.
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Private Sector

Defra, Natural England and the EarthWatch Institute maintain a website marketed as the ‘one stop shop for information about business and biodiversity’ http://www.businessandbiodiversity.org.   

The website stresses that as biodiversity disappears so do opportunities for new products, new technologies and new business opportunities.  Information is provided about the role biodiversity plays for businesses and the impacts different sectors have on wildlife and nature, split into: construction; oil and gas; finance; tourism; mining and quarrying; utilities; food and drink; pharmaceuticals; agriculture; and printing.

Further to providing advice to businesses on how to create effective Biodiversity Action Plans, at both company level and site level (for landowners) the website details more specific actions to compliment the plans, such as supply chain management, planting for biodiversity and stakeholder involvement.  Ten indicators of biodiversity engagement have been provided as broad assessments of a company’s commitment to biodiversity and the successful integration of biodiversity into its environment management system.  These key features of good practice have been suggested after consultation with companies throughout the UK.

Examples of private sector consideration of biodiversity include:

Canary Wharf Group: http://www.canarywharfenvironmentalandsocialreport.com/

Biffa BAP: http://www.biffa.co.uk/content.php?name=/cr/biodiversity/actionplan.html
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