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Guidelines for the review of the third edition of Global Biodiversity Outlook

1. This document provides guidance on submitting review comments on the draft of the third edition of Global Biodiversity Outlook (GBO-3). Additional information on the production and content of GBO-3 is contained in Annex 1 of this document and on the GBO-3 webpage 

2. Global Biodiversity Outlook 3 (GBO-3) will provide an assessment of the progress made in meeting the 2010 Biodiversity Target and will be an important tool in informing the policy process and international biodiversity commitments during the next meeting of the Conference of the Parties to the Convention on Biological Diversity in Nagoya, Japan in 2010. Amongst other things GBO-3 will report on the global status of biodiversity and the actions taken to conserve it, identify barriers to the further implementation of the Convention, and assist in setting implementation priorities. 

3. Given the importance of GBO-3 its production is overseen by an external advisory group and the text of the report is being peer reviewed following current best practices, building on those used by the Millennium Ecosystem Assessment, and the Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change (IPCC). To ensure the transparency of the process, all comments received as part of this review process will be made publicly available, as will the Secretariat’s response to them, once the peer review has ended. 
4. Governments, through their SBSTTA and CBD Focal Points, are particularly encouraged to participate in this review process. However nongovernmental organizations, institutions, members of universities and scientific bodies and individuals are encouraged to submit comments on the draft as well. 
5. While efforts have been made to ensure that this draft report is as complete as possible, reviewers should bear in mind that some changes are anticipated prior to its finalization. For example some information, particularly that related to indicators, will need to be updated in some cases, as the data become available. There will also be additional input from fourth national reports yet to be submitted and analysed. In addition, graphics may be redrawn to improve clarity and further charts and photographs will be added. The proposed location and content of these components has been indicated throughout the report where possible. For the most part references are not included in the text for brevity, but full references and source material will be made available in due course on the website.
I. Accessing the Draft

6. The draft of GBO-3 is available from the following website: www.cbd.int/gbo3review and has been released in two parts. The first part contains the draft text and the second part contains the preliminary figures which support the text. Before being able to access the document you must agree to the terms of use and enter your email address. Access to the documents will then be emailed to that address.  
7. Reviewers encountering difficulty in accessing the document can request that an electronic copy be sent to them directly by sending an email to GBO3@cbd.int .

II. Submitting Comments

8. To ensure that your comments are given due consideration please send them to GBO-3@cbd.int no later than 1 October 2009. Because of tight time limitations related to the production of the report we cannot guarantee that comments received after this date will be reflected in the final publication.  When submitting comments please adhere to the following guidelines as much as possible:
a. Please provide all comments in writing and in an MS Word or similar document format using the table provided below. Comments may be provided in English, French, and Spanish. 
b. Please provide full contact information for the individual/government submitting the comments. 
c. Please avoid commenting on issues related to grammar, spelling, or punctuation, unless it affects the overall meaning of the text, as the document will be edited as the final draft is prepared. 

d. To facilitate the revision process please be as specific as possible in your comments In areas where you feel additional or alternative text or information is required please suggest, if possible, what this text may look like or what should be included.

e. If you refer to additional sources of information please include these with your comments when possible or provide a complete reference or hyperlink.  

f. If you know of additional case studies or examples which could be used in the publication please feel free to suggest them and to provide any related information. 

9. Should you have any questions regarding the review process please contact GBO3@cbd.int. 

III. Template for Comments

10. Please use the following template when providing comments and please send all comments to gbo3@cbd.int by 1 October 2009. 

11. The draft of Global Biodiversity Outlook 3e has been released in a portable document format (PDF). Line and page numbers have been included throughout the publication. When making comments please use these line and page numbers as a reference as illustrated in the table below.  General comments can be included in the table by referring to Page 0 and Line 0. For comments on figures please indicate the figure number.
	Comments on the draft of the third Edition of Global Biodiversity Outlook (GBO-3)

	Contact information

	Surname:
	

	Given Name:
	

	Government (if applicable): 
	

	Organization:
	

	Address:  
	

	City:
	

	Country:
	

	Postal Code:
	

	Phone Number (including country code):  
	

	E-mail:
	

	Comments

	Page 
	Line
	Comment

	0
	0
	This is an example of an entry of a general comment

	48
	23
	This is an example of a specific comment on Page 48  Line 23

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	Additional rows can be added to this table by selecting “Table” followed by “insert” and “rows below”

	Figures
	Comment

	Fig. 4
	This is a comment on Figure 4 or the caption to Figure 4

	
	

	
	Additional rows can be added to this table by selecting “Table” followed by “insert” and “rows below”


Annex 1

Information on the production and content of the third edition of the Global Biodiversity Outlook

I. Background

1. The draft of the third edition of Global Biodiversity Outlook (GBO-3) has been prepared in accordance with the scope, format, work plan, communication strategy and financial plan presented in document UNEP/CBD/COP/9/15  which was welcomed by the Conference of the Parties in decision IX/10. However small adjustments to the production schedule have been made to account for the fact that only one meeting of SBSTTA is being held before COP-10. Further guidance on the preparation of the draft has been received from the GBO-3 Advisory Group. 

2. Global Biodiversity Outlook 3 is meant to serve a variety of purposes. As the flagship publication of the Convention on Biological Diversity, GBO-3 is a major communication tool in informing a variety of audiences of the status of biodiversity and the drivers of its loss as well as the achievement of the 2010 biodiversity target. More specific audiences include Parties to the Convention on Biological Diversity, international organizations, the business sector, civil-society organizations, the scientific community and educators. Further in decision VIII/14, the Conference of the Parties agreed that GBO-3 would, along with the third and fourth national reports, serve as the basis for the review of implementation of the Convention during the tenth meeting of the Conference of the Parties.

3. In keeping with UNEP/CBD/COP/9/15 several ancillary products, such as summaries for specific audiences, PowerPoint presentations, brochures and more technical assessments, are being prepared. These will compliment and support the main publication and help to further underpin its findings.  

4. Prior to having been made public the draft has been reviewed both within the Secretariat of the Convention on Biological Diversity and by the GBO-3 Advisory Group. The final version of the third edition of Global Biodiversity Outlook will be launched on May 22, 2010.

II. Content of GBO-3

5. The draft of Global Biodiversity Outlook 3 is a synthesis and analysis of variety of information including the third and forth national reports received to date, an assessment of the 2010 biodiversity indicators prepared by the Biodiversity Indicators Partnership, and a study on possible future biodiversity conditions and tipping prepared by Diversitas and UNEP-WCMC. In addition documents previously prepared by the Secretariat, such as meeting reports, technical series and toolkits have been considered when preparing the draft as have a multitude of assessments, such as the fourth Global Environment Outlook, and the Millennium Ecosystem Assessment, and peer reviewed science articles. Further, in line with decision IX/10, the views and submissions of Parties and other stakeholders have been gather from various meetings and personal communications and considered in the preparation of the draft of GBO-3. 
6. All of the above mentioned information serves as the underpinning of GBO-3. Though not all of these information sources have been explicitly mentioned in the draft they have been of paramount importance in shaping the main messages, content and tone of the draft. The vast majority of these materials are available online and many have been made available directly from the Convention on biological Diversity’s website and GBO-3’s webpage.   
7. The draft of GBO-3 is comprised of five chapters. The first chapter, which serves as an introduction to the report, is meant to illustrate the importance of biodiversity as well as provide background information on the origins and function of the Convention on Biological Diversity as well as the 2010 Biodiversity Target. The second chapter examines trends in the actions taken at the local, national and international level in support of the 2010 target and the objectives of the Convention on Biological Diversity. Chapter 3 assesses the global status and trends of biodiversity and provides the explanation for why we can now say that the 2010 target has not been achieved. Chapter 4 examines several possible biodiversity tipping points and chapter 5 looks at the need for urgent action and the possible way forward. 
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