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Ladies and gentlemen,


I would like to convey my greetings to the distinguished participants of today’s meeting to seek cooperation on protected areas in Colombia, and pay tribute to the National Parks of Colombia and the Presidential Agency for Social Action and International Cooperation for the organization of this roundtable. 
Protected areas are cornerstones for biodiversity conservation, as well as powerful tools for addressing climate change and providing sustainable economic development. I have no hesitation to say that protected areas, reinforced through the LifeWeb initiative, are one of the brightest hopes we have for the future of life on earth.  

I hope that this event will allow participants to examine the current status of protected area needs in Colombia, and on this basis, foster cooperation to support the establishment and maintenance of a comprehensive, effectively-managed and ecologically-representative national system of protected areas, in line with the CBD Programme of Work on Protected areas.  Meeting the additional resource requirements for implementation of the programme of work in Colombia will require synergies and partnership among institutions, including governments, donors, international NGOs and the private sector, to approach the lack of funding through concerted efforts. I thus applaud the Government of Colombia’s efforts in convening this meeting.


Protected areas provide an essential stock of natural, cultural and social capital, yielding flows of goods and services that are vital to economic development and human wellbeing. Creating and strengthening protected areas is an integral method of achieving the Millennium Development Goals.  Protected areas are also an essential part of the global response to climate change by storing and sequestering carbon, as well as helping societies adapt to the reality of climate change by maintaining essential ecosystem services upon which people depend. 

In February 2004, our Parties made the most comprehensive and specific protected area commitments ever made by the international community by adopting a Programme of Work on Protected Areas (PoWPA). From the outset, Colombia has been a pioneer and exemplar in their implementation of this historic commitment. This meeting being held today is yet another example of Colombia’s leadership. The objectives of the POWPA are the establishment and maintenance of comprehensive, ecologically representative and effectively managed national and regional systems of protected areas with ambitious goals and clearly defined time-bound targets.  

Despite the life-sustaining benefits of protected area systems, these are often shockingly underfunded. The funding shortfall to achieve an ecologically representative and effectively managed global protected area system is estimated to be between US$ 1.0 and 1.7 billion per year.  In light of the funding gap in protected area financing, the Conference of the Parties to the CBD launched, at their ninth meeting in May 2008, the LifeWeb Initiative, which acts as a clearing-house to link donors and recipients in the designation and improvement of protected areas management globally. LifeWeb is a partnership platform to strengthen financing for protected areas to conserve biodiversity, secure livelihoods and address climate change, through implementation of the programme of work on protected areas. .  

Colombia’s submissions to the LifeWeb clearing-house identify the necessary steps to strengthen the country’s protected area network, through the improvement of control and surveillance capabilities, representativeness, governance and management effectiveness of the National Parks System.  Colombia is one of the world’s “megadiverse” countries, hosting close to 14% of the planet’s biodiversity. With the establishment of the National Nature Parks System, Colombia has consolidated the conservation of more than 10 million acres, corresponding to 10% of the national territory. However, threats to biodiversity in the system are numerous and imminent.   
Ladies and Gentlemen,

I urge you to do your part during this 2010 International Year of Biodiversity to help promote biodiversity preservation. The overall goal of the International Year of Biodiversity is to create momentum that can and will be sustained in the battle for life on Earth throughout the decades to come. Many significant events will mark the International Year on Biodiversity.  In September, the 65th session of UN General Assembly will for first time discuss the importance of biodiversity and future actions to preserve it.  In October, the tenth meeting of the Conference of the Parties to the Convention on Biological Diversity will be held in Nagoya, Japan.  There our 193 Parties – nearly every nation on Earth – will together finalize a comprehensive post-2010 strategic plan for stopping biodiversity loss in the future.  This will be done with the participation of a broad range of stakeholders, including youth, local and indigenous authorities, parliamentarians, cooperative agencies and the private sector.  

Now is the time for a long-term commitment to life on Earth. Now is the time to address the loss of our biodiversity resources with the deep sense of urgency that the problem truly requires. As the slogan of the International Year reminds us: Biodiversity is life…biodiversity is OUR life.

In this spirit, I wish you a fruitful meeting, and I look forward to hearing about the results of your discussions.  
Thank you for you kind attention.
----------------------------------- 
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