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Countdown on the Yangtze
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Director: Shi Ming & Thomas Weidenbach / Producer: Laengengrad Filmproduction GmbH
Country: Germany / Length: 52:00 min / Year: 2007

“A country in which nothing seems
impossible” - that’s how China presents
itself to the world. But at what cost to the
country that is home to this economic
miracle? What is the life of its people
like, between metropolis and tradition?
A journey along the Yangtze - the most
importantand historical river in China — will
provide answers to a number of questions
hidden behind the shining facade that is
China. More than 2000 kilometers away from
the capital, on the course of the Yangtze,
building has been underway since the mid-
1990s on a structure of unimaginable size:
The world'’s largest dam.

It not only provides ten percent of the
country’s electricity, but also makes it
possible for sea-faring ships to venture far
into the interior of China. The price of this
progress: at least two million people were
forced to relocate; hundreds of villages were
flooded, major monuments were threatened
by the floodwaters. The entire project is to
be completed in 2009. The documentary,
filmed using HD technology, invites viewers
on a journey of the region where different
world’s meet. Nowhere else in China do
the old and the new, natural beauty and
mega-cities, exist so close together as on
the Yangtze.
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Darwin (R)evolution
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Director: Philippe Tourancheau / Producer: Les Bons Clients / SCEREN CNDP / Gédéon Programmes with the support of France Télévisions
Country: France / Length: 52:00 min / Year: 2009

In every civilization, every religion, and every
belief, mankind’s origins have always been
a mystery. If Galileo succeeded in making
people acknowledge that Earth was not the
centre of the universe, Darwin, for his part,
made people acknowledge that mankind
was not the centre of creation. Two scientific
revolutions, two great strikes to the religious
dogma of that time. By giving us common
ancestors with primates, Charles Darwin
provoked one of the hugest scandal man’s
beliefs ever suffered.

At the dusk of his existence, Charles Darwin
narrates us the story of his life, his tale, his
legend. The old man brings us back to his
first reflexions as a young naturalist that

led him to write his notorious book “On the
Origin of the Species by Means of Natural
Selection” In this work full of revolutionary
ideas, Charles Darwin dared to present a
thesis that his family, his friends, and the
entire English upper-class establishment
feared and forbade. According to him, it
is the evolutionary process, not God who
created mankind...a thought unimaginable
and blasphemous at that time.

In this documentary, three specialists
decipher Darwin’s theory on evolution in
order to make it more approachable for
everyone. Itis a journey to the origin of our
creation.

© Nathalie Guyon FTV France 5
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