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Airbus A380 flies the flag for the International Year of 

Biodiversity 2010 

March 5, 2010 by Marcel van Leeuwen  

Leading aircraft manufacturer Airbus is showing support for the United Nations 

International Year of Biodiversity by featuring the official logo on its largest passenger 

aircraft – the A380. 

In addition to pioneering 

greener flight, to which 

the flagship A380 pays 

testimony, Airbus is 

using its global outreach 

to back the UN 

Secretariat of the 

Convention on Biological 

Diversity’s (CBD) Green 

Wave initiative, designed 

to educate young people 

about the importance of 

biodiversity, its role in 

their future and the steps 

they can take to nurture 
the nature around them. 

 

Rainer Ohler, SVP Public Affairs & Communications said: “The aviation sector remains 

committed to tackling the two percent it contributes to manmade carbon dioxide 

emissions, having already reduced aircraft emissions by 70 per cent and noise by 75 per 

cent in the last 40 years. However, as a global company, Airbus is also committed to 

using its global outreach to support those tackling the other 98 per cent of emissions. 

Both commitments are key to a more sustainable world, where growth in air travel need 

not be inconsistent with preserving the environment. This is why Airbus is supporting the 

CBD and backing the Green Wave, to make this global campaign as far reaching as 
possible.” 

The A380 will carry the logo throughout 2010 during its scheduled activities. Developed 

as the most efficient airliner ever conceived, the A380 symbolises the aviation industry’s 

determination to balance growth in air travel with a commitment to minimise its carbon 

footprint. The A380 has set a new benchmark for fuel consumption at less than three 

litres per 100 seat kilometres (km), corresponding to less than 75g of CO2 per passenger 
per km. 



An Airbus A380 carries the logo of the International Year of Biodiversity 2010. The 

aircraft manufacturer is working in partnership with the UN Secretariat of the Convention 

on Biological Diversity (CBD) to build awareness of the importance of biodiversity through 

the CBD’s Green Wave initiative. 

About The Green Wave and the International Year of Biodiversity 

• The Green Wave is a global biodiversity campaign to educate children and youth 

about life on Earth, coordinated by the Secretariat of the Convention on Biological 

Diversity (CBD). 

• As part of The Green Wave initiative, each year on the International Day of 

Biodiversity, 22 May, young people globally are invited to plant a tree at 10.00 

a.m. local time to celebrate biodiversity. This creates a ‘green wave’ as the 

activity passes through each time zone. Photos and stories from the moment are 

uploaded by participants to http://greenwave.cbd.int to create a virtual wave. 

• The United Nations General Assembly designated 2010 the International Year of 

Biodiversity to bring greater international attention to the issue of the continued 

loss of biodiversity. The CBD Secretariat is designated to serve as the focal point 
for the observance of the IYB. Visit www.cbd.int/2010. 
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