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International Year of Biodiversity 2010

Every vear when the ‘Red List™ of the
IUCN gets updated we observe a differ-
ent set of species being added to the
category of threatened species. The stafi-
stics appear homfying to those who con-
sider 1t more than a mere kst of species.
We are at the brink of losing some of the
precions plant and animial genomes that
may not return in future. We are aware
that biodiversitv has been changing. but
are we aware of the measures to nuni-
mize its loss caused due to anthropogenic
activities? To safeguard the bodiversity
and ‘fo bring awareness abowt the signifi-
cance of biodiversity, the United Nations
General Assenibly declared 2010 as the
International Year of Biodiverzity (IYB).
The official launch of the event will take
place on 11 January 2010 in Berlin, Ger-
nmany.
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With the slogan ‘Biodiversity is life.
Biodiversity is our life | the IYB will be
celebrated throughout the world with
vartous activities. UNESCO Biodiversity
Exhibition will be launched in Pars,
France duning 21-22 Japuary 2010: In
India. the ‘Sustainable Development
sumnaat™ will be held from 12 to 28 Feb-
muary 2010 at New Delhi. Some of the

other activities mnclode: 15th Meefing of
the Conference of the Parties to CITES
(Convention on International Trade in
Endanvered Species of wild flora and
fauna) from 13 to 15 March 2010 in Doha,
Qatar; the Ecological Conference: Chi-
mate change and natural resource use in
Eastern Africa — impacts. adapfation and
mitigation in Nairobi, Eenya from 19 to
21 May 2010; and UNESCO International
Congress on Biolegical and Cultural
Dirversity 1o June/July 2010 at Montreal.
Canada (for further details see IYB web-
site hittpwraw cbd int/ 20105,

According to the IYB website, objec-
tives of IYB 2010 are the following:

{a) Enhance public awareness of the
importance of safegumarding biodiversify
and of the underlving threats to biodiver-
sifv,

{(b) Raise awareness of the accom-
phishments to save biodiversity that have
already been realized by communities
and govermments.

{c) Encourage individuals, orgamiza-
tions and governments fo take the imme-
diate steps needed to half the loss of
biodiversity.

{(d) Promote imnovative seolutions to
reduce the threats to biodiversity.

{e) Start dialogue between stake-
holders for the steps to be taken in the
post-2010 perntod.

The idea of celebrating the IYD was
originally conceived by the governments

who are parties to the Convention on
Biological Dhversity, an environmental
agreement signed m Rio de Janeiro i
1992 The sovernments asked the UN
General Assembly in 2006 to consider
declaring the year. The declaration was
then made by the General Assembly on
20 December 2000 to recogmize the need
to raise awareness about the significance
of biodiversity.

The year-long celebrations will con-
clude with a convening of a one-day
high-level segment on biodiversity dui-
mg the 63th session of the UN General
Assembly in New York in September
2010. The heads of the state and govern-
ment will meet and interactive sessions
will be held on three themes of biodiver-
sity: {1} biodiversity and its role in mifi-
gating and adapting fo climate change;
{ii} the role of biodiversity for develop-
ment and: poverty -alleviation; -and
achievement of the Millenmium Devel-
opmental Goals. and (ii1) the strategies
and plans- for the next decade for the
Convention on Biological Diversity.
Their discussions will then be presented
fo Nagova Biodiversity Summif where
the governments shall commit fo a new
round of targets for proteching life on
earth in October 2010,
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