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Celebrating the completion of
Nature in the Dales, the first local
biodiversity action plan for the
Yorkshire Dales National Park
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2010 International Yearof Biodiversity



‘ ‘ Biodiversity is the basis of human life and underpins our continued existence.
The huge achievements described here are a testament to people working
together for a common cause, show-casing actions on the ground to
protect and enhance the iconic, magic, environment of the
Yorkshire Dales.

Professor David Hill
Keynote speaker, 2020 Vision conference, 2 October 2010
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Bats under the Dales

Why was the project needed?

Caves are important mating and hibernation sites for many temperate bat species and critical to their
continued survival. Yorkshire Dales National Park has more caves and kilometres of cave passage than
anywhere else in the UK yet, prior to this project, virtually nothing was known about their importance
to bats.

What were the project’s aims?

To survey major caves, determine the bat species present and estimate the number using key sites.
To understand the behaviour and ecology of cave use in order to prepare better conservation plans,
and make the importance of the caves known to the widest possible audience.

What did it achieve?

Over 60 caves were surveyed, finding that bats make use of the majority, but sometimes in small numbers.
Many of the larger caves are important sites, each attracting thousands of bats in the autumn from summer
roosts far beyond the boundaries of the National Park. The project learned what makes a cave suitable for

bats and how caves fit into the bats’ life cycle.

The team wrote a cavers’ conservation code, promoted the project through local and national
presentations, authored articles for wildlife and caving magazines and published in international scientific
journals. The project featured on BBC television and radio, including a live, underground transmission

for Autumnwatch.

Who was involved?

The project team at the University of Leeds - led by Anita Glover and John Altringham — was funded by the
Natural Environment Research Council and Yorkshire Dales National Park Authority. Additional funding or
support was received from the People’s Trust for Endangered Species, National Trust, Council for Northern
Caving Clubs, local cavers and naturalists.

Further information
j.d.altringham@Ileeds.ac.uk
www.natureinthedales.org.uk/bats_under_the_dales
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Limestone Country Project

Mixed grazing with sheep and upland cattle helped create the wonderful diversity of plants and wildlife
in the limestone country of the Yorkshire Dales. This declined in the last 50 years due to a move towards
more specialised sheep farming, resulting in the loss of species and structural diversity.

To restore diversity on over 1,500 hectares (ha) of habitat by encouraging farmers to return to mixed
livestock farming.

Grants helped farmers establish 18 traditional breed upland cattle herds on 1,850ha, beating the target.
The purchase of two weed-wiping machines helped them manage invasive species on 300ha and
contractors controlled a further 677ha, as well as reducing rabbit grazing over 6,800ha.

Monitoring found that on land using project cattle, the proportion of recovering calcareous grassland and
limestone pavement was higher than elsewhere in the area. The amount of alkaline fen in favourable
condition was maintained and the amount that was recovering increased. The diversity of indicator species
was found to be higher on land grazed with cattle rather than with sheep.

Importantly, as a result of successful lobbying by the project, the new Environmental Stewardship Scheme
contains supplementary payments to encourage farmers to use traditional breeds in conservation grazing.

Farmers, EU LIFE fund, Yorkshire Dales National Park Authority, English Nature, National Trust,
Rare Breeds Survival Trust, Grazing Animals Project and National Beef Association.

www.natureinthedales.org.uk/limestonecountryproject
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Red squirrel conservation

Why was the project needed?
The UK’s native red squirrel is in danger of disappearing from our countryside altogether.

The main threat comes from the introduced grey squirrel. As well as competing for a limited food supply,
greys carry the squirrelpox virus which is fatal to reds.

What are the project’s aims?
To determine the distribution of red squirrels in the National Park, ensure appropriate woodlands are in
positive management, raise awareness of the conservation requirements of reds, and control greys.

What has it achieved to date?
Visual records from a number of sources and hair-tube surveys by Dales Volunteers have shown that the
Cumbrian population of red squirrels has spread into North Yorkshire.

Following on from the 2005 North of England Red Squirrel Conservation Strategy, seventeen reserves
have been established, including Garsdale & Mallerstang, Widdale, and Greenfield in the National Park,
and positive woodland management is being undertaken on all sites.

Surveys have confirmed that Greenfield is a key site. This has enabled owner UPM Tilhill to employ a
ranger to undertake grey squirrel control with Forestry Commission funding.

In order to raise awareness about the species, working with the landowner a viewpoint has been created at
Snaizeholme on a self-guided walk from Hawes in Wensleydale.

Who is involved?
Yorkshire Dales National Park Authority, local landowners and land managers, Sedbergh Red Squirrel
Group, Save our Squirrels and Red Squirrel Survival Trust.

Further information
ian.court@yorkshiredales.org.uk
www.natureinthedales.org.uk/red_squirrel_conservation



Hay Time Project

Why was the project needed?

What are the project’s aims?

What has it achieved to date?

Who is involved?

Further information

Winner of

2010 Yorkshire
Rural Awards
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Ribblesdale Crayfish Conservation Project

Why was the project needed?

The white-clawed crayfish is the UK’s only freshwater native crayfish. North West England supports one of
the last strongholds for this rapidly declining species. The ill-conceived introduction of the North American
signal crayfish, and the crayfish plague that it carries, are the primary causes of this decline.

What are the project’s aims?

- To attempt the first successful eradication of a crayfish plague outbreak.

- To establish a captive breeding programme, to investigate ecological requirements and to identify and
monitor potential ‘ark’ sites.

- To raise awareness about conservation and the threat of invasive species.

- To attempt eradication of American signal crayfish.

What has it achieved to date?

Specially designed ‘conservation weirs’ have been effective in limiting the downstream movement of
white-clawed crayfish into the plague-infected zone. Continued monitoring is assessing whether crayfish
plague has been eradicated.

A captive breeding facility — the most successful in the UK - has been established in Ribblesdale
comprising online tanks fed by a spring. Three generations have been raised, isolated from non-native
crayfish and crayfish plague.

Trial educational set-ups have been established in the Malham Tarn Field Studies Centre and in schools,
a public aquarium set up and the project featured on BBC1’s Countryfile.

Who is involved?

Environment Agency, Natural England, PBA Applied Ecology and Yorkshire Dales Millennium Trust.
The project has had significant volunteer input and support from local farmers, anglers and the Field
Studies Council.

Further information

p.bradley@pba-ecology.co.uk

neil.handy@environment-agency.gov.uk
www.natureinthedales.org.uk/ribble_crayfish_conservation_breeding_facility

! Image © Whitfield Benson




Raydale Project

Why was the project needed?

What are the project’s aims?

What has the project achieved to date?

Who is involved?

Further information




2020 VisIzn

October 2010 sees the launch of Nature in the Dales: 2020 Vision which sets out the
conservation priorities in the Yorkshire Dales National Park for the next 10 years.

Several recent projects — such as the Yorkshire Dales National Park Authority’s dormice
reintroduction, the Yorkshire Peat Partnership, and the National Trust’s Malham Tarn NNR
management plan - are already implementing aspects of 2020 Vision.

Examples of the range of new projects are given in the snapshots on these pages.

Species such as twite are Moonwort on Calaminarian

benefitting from the Moorland Adder: a new priority species grassland, a new priority
Fringe Project habitat

Protecting wildlife sites,
such as Malham Tarn National
Nature Reserve

Consideration for protected
species in the planning
process

Dormice: a thriving
reintroduction in Wensleydale




o Yorkshire Peat Partnership
Planting local provenance &8 Surveying and monitoring Project: restoring degraded

trees like juniper . priority species habitats

Parish Wildlife Project:
Sustainable community-led
schemes such as Scalegill Mill

Monitoring the management : Species recording by local
of priority habitats (bogbean) naturalist groups

Recording © Craven C’Unservatlon Group
Parish Wildlife Ws Ferguson
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2010 International Year of Biodiversity

Yorkshire Dales National Park was designated in 1954 in recognition
of its outstanding natural beauty, diversity of wildlife habitats and rich
cultural heritage. It covers 1,762 square kilometres and is a living,
working environment, home to 20,000 people.

Contains Ordnance Survey data © Crown copyright and database right 2010
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