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Background

December 2016, Cancun, Mexico: 

• DSI emerged at COP 13 and COP-MOP 2 

Outcomes:

• Process established by COP-13 (COP XIII/16) and COP-MOP-2 (NP-2/14) to 
address the cross-cutting issue of “digital  sequence information on genetic 
resources”

• In these decisions, Parties decided to consider at COP-14 and MOP-3 any 
potential implications of the use of DSI on genetic resources for the three 
objectives of the Convention and the objective of the Nagoya Protocol

https://www.cbd.int/doc/decisions/cop-13/cop-13-dec-16-en.pdf
https://www.cbd.int/doc/decisions/cop-13/cop-13-dec-16-en.pdf


Submission of 
views

Fact finding 
and scoping 

study

• Clarify terminology and concepts

• Assess the extent and the terms and conditions 
of use of DSI

AHTEG on DSI

(Feb 2018)

• Examine implications on three 
objectives of the CBD

• Identify different types of relevant DSI

SBSSTA 24

• (rec. 22/1) included a 
draft decision to COP-14 
and a draft decision to 
MOP-3

COP 14 
COP MOP 3

DSI process in 2017-2018

Decisions XIII/16 & NP-2/14 
requested views : on potential 
implications of the use of digital 
sequence information on genetic 
resources for the three objectives 
of the Convention

• Implications of the use of DSI for three objectives 
of the CBD

https://www.cbd.int/doc/recommendations/sbstta-22/sbstta-22-rec-01-en.pdf


Outcomes on DSI from UN-
Biodiversity Conference 2018

COP 14 decision 14/20 COP-MOP 3 decision NP-3/12

COP recognized:

• The importance of DSI on GR for the 3 objectives of the CBD

• That access to and use of DSI on GR contributes to scientific research as 
well as to other non-commercial and commercial activities

• That further capacity to access, use, generate and analyse DSI is needed in 
many countries

As there is a divergence of views among Parties regarding benefit-sharing 
from the use of DSI,  Parties committed to working towards resolving this 
divergence through a science and policy based process established for this 
biennium (2019-2020)

https://www.cbd.int/doc/decisions/cop-14/cop-14-dec-20-en.pdf
https://www.cbd.int/doc/decisions/np-mop-03/np-mop-03-dec-12-en.pdf


Submission of 
views by

1 June 2019

Peer reviewed 
studies 
posted 

Nov/Dec 2019

• 4 studies (condensed to 3)

o Concept, Scope & Use

o Databases & Traceability

o Domestic Measures

AHTEG on DSI

17-20  March 
2020 (virtual)

• Develop options for operational 
terms 

• Identify key areas for capacity 
building 

OEWG 3
2nd Q 2021

• How to address DSI on 
GR in the post-2020 
global biodiversity 
framework

COP 15 COP 
MOP 4

2nd Q 2021

• The outcomes of the 
OEWG3 will be 
considered by COP 
15 and COP MOP 4

DSI process in 2019-2020

Decision 14/20 requested views:
1.clarify the concept, terminology  

scope of DSI; 
2.domestic measures on access & 

benefit-sharing consider DSI;
3.benefit-sharing arrangements 

from commercial & non-
commercial use of DSI;

4.capacity-building needs 
regarding the access, use, 
generation & analysis of DSI

• Received from 17 parties, 1 non-party,  20 organizations and 
stakeholders

• Synthesis submitted to AHTEG



The peer reviewed studies are available at 
https://www.cbd.int/dsi-gr/2019-2020/studies/

Process on DSI in 2019-2020

https://www.cbd.int/dsi-gr/2019-2020/studies/


Process on DSI in 2019-2020

Document and final report available at

https://www.cbd.int/meetings/DSI-AHTEG-2020-01

https://www.cbd.int/meetings/DSI-AHTEG-2020-01


Open-ended 
Working Group

OEWG on post 2020 Biodiversity 
Framework is requested to

• consider the outcomes of the 
AHTEG and to make 
recommendations to COP 15 on 
how to address DSI on GR in the 
context of the post-2020 global 
biodiversity framework;

• submit the outcome of its 
deliberations for consideration by 
COP-MOP 4



Thank you

For more information on ABS and the Nagoya Protocol:

www.cbd.int/abs


