National Record Type:
 #ABSCH-IRCC
Permits or their equivalent constituting an internationally recognized certificate of compliance (IRCC)
Mandatory information fields are marked with an asterisk. Failure to provide information for these fields may result in the permit or its equivalent not being made available to the ABS Clearing-House and consequently the internationally recognized certificate of compliance will not be constituted. Non-mandatory fields do not need to be completed in order to constitute an internationally recognized certificate of compliance. Information may be submitted in one or more of the six official UN languages.
INTRODUCTION
Parties requiring prior informed consent (PIC) are to provide for the issuance of a permit or its equivalent at the time of access as evidence of the decision to grant PIC and of the establishment of mutually agreed terms (MAT) (Article 6, paragraph 3(e)). This information is to be made available to the ABS Clearing-House in accordance with Article 14, paragraph 2(c). 

Article 17, paragraph 2, provides that a permit or its equivalent issued in accordance with Article 6, paragraph 3(e), and made available to the ABS Clearing-House, shall constitute an internationally recognized certificate of compliance (IRCC). 

Article 17, paragraph 3, further establishes that the internationally recognized certificate of compliance shall serve as evidence that the genetic resource which it covers has been accessed in accordance with PIC and that MAT have been established, as required by the domestic access and benefit sharing legislation or regulatory requirements of the Party providing prior informed consent.

 Article 17, paragraph 4, provides that the internationally recognized certificate of compliance shall contain the following minimum information when it is not confidential:

(a) Issuing authority;

(b) Date of issuance;

(c) The provider;

(d) Unique identifier of the certificate;

(e) The person or entity to whom prior informed consent was granted;

(f) Subject-matter or genetic resources covered by the certificate;

(g) Confirmation that mutually agreed terms were established;

(h) Confirmation that prior informed consent was obtained; and

(i) Commercial and/or non-commercial use.
In accordance with the above, Parties are required to fill out the form.  At a minimum, the mandatory fields should be filled out with the information contained in the permit (or its equivalent) issued at national level. If information to be included in a mandatory field is confidential, the field can be marked as confidential. Parties can also include additional information, including copies of the permit or its equivalent, if they so decide. 
Once this information is published in the ABS Clearing-House, an internationally recognized certificate of compliance is issued/constituted. The ABS Clearing-House will then send a courtesy copy of the internationally recognized certificate by electronic means to:

(a) The national focal point (NFP) and the competent national authority (CNA) or authorities of the country responsible for issuing the permits or its equivalent; 

(b) The provider, if this information is not confidential; and

(c) The person or entity to whom prior informed consent was granted, if this information is not confidential.

The internationally recognized certificate of compliance plays a key role in monitoring and enhancing transparency about the utilization of genetic resources along the value chain (research, development, innovation, pre-commercialization or commercialization).

Please note that all information submitted to the ABS Clearing-House will be made public and therefore, confidential information should not be submitted. Publishing authorities are reminded that it is their responsibility to ensure that any confidentiality issuesare respected. 
	General information

	1. *Amendment intent: Is this a new record or a modification to an existing internationally recognized certificate of compliance record (IRCC):

	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 New Record: Information is being submitted for the issuance of a new IRCC;

OR
 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Update to Existing Record: Information is being submitted for the modification of an existing IRCC;

└Please provide a link to existing record <clearing-house record number>
└Please indicate what the intent of the modification is: 
 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Update: Information is being submitted to replace a previously issued IRCC (a new certificate will be constituted and the old one will no longer be valid);

OR

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Revoke: An existing permit or its equivalent is being revoked and the constituted IRCC will no longer be valid.
AND

Provide a summary of the reason for the update of the record*: <Text entry>

	2. *Country:
	<Country name>

	3. Reference number(s) to other internationally recognized certificate(s) of compliance that relate(s) to this permit:

	<clearing-house record number> 

	Issuing Authority

	4. *Competent national authority responsible for issuing the permit or its equivalent:
	Please enter the clearing-house record number containing this information or, if not registered, attach a “Contact details” common format:
 <clearing-house record number> 

	Details of the permit or its equivalent

	5. *Reference number of the permit or its equivalent:
 
	<Text entry>

	6. Additional national references or identifiers:

	<Text entry>

	7. *Date of issuance of the permit or its equivalent:

	<YYYY-MM-DD>

	8. Date of expiry of the permit or its equivalent:
 
	<YYYY-MM-DD>

	Prior informed consent (PIC) Information

	9. *The provider:

	Please enter the clearing-house record number containing this information or, if not registered, attach a “Contact details” common format  
<clearing-house record number> 
OR

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 This information is confidential 

	10. *Confirmation that prior informed consent (PIC) was obtained or granted:
 
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Yes




	11. Additional information about the prior informed consent (PIC):


	<Text entry>
and/or <URL and website name>
and/or <Attachment>

	12. *Person or entity to whom prior informed consent (PIC) was granted:

	Please enter the clearing-house record number containing this information or, if not registered, attach a “Contact details” common format  : <clearing-house record number> 
OR

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 This information is confidential

	Mutually agreed terms (MAT) Information

	13. *Confirmation that mutually agreed terms (MAT) were established:

	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Yes




	14. Additional information about the mutually agreed terms (MAT) - Information:

	<Text entry>
and/or <URL and website name>
and/or <Attachment>

	Subject-matter or genetic resources

	15. *Subject-matter or genetic resources covered by the permit or its equivalent:

	<Text entry>
OR

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 This information is confidential

	16. Additional subject-matter or genetic resources information
:
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
Specimen data:

<Link to a voucher specimen held in an appropriate facility>
AND/OR

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Taxonomy: 

<Link to record in external database, e.g. GBIF, Catalogue of Life>
AND/OR

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Geographic coordinates:
<GIS data>


	17. Keywords to describe the subject-matter or genetic resource(s) covered by the permit or its equivalent:

	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 All types of genetic resources

 FORMCHECKBOX 
  Plants

 FORMCHECKBOX 
  Animals

 FORMCHECKBOX 
  Microorganisms

 FORMCHECKBOX 
  Fungi

 FORMCHECKBOX 
  Domesticated species and/or cultivated species 

 FORMCHECKBOX 
  Wild species

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 All areas of access of the genetic resource
              FORMCHECKBOX 
 In-situ 

           FORMCHECKBOX 
  Agricultural areas

           FORMCHECKBOX 
  Forest

           FORMCHECKBOX 
  Inland waters 

           FORMCHECKBOX 
  Dry and sub-humid areas

           FORMCHECKBOX 
  Marine and coastal areas

           FORMCHECKBOX 
  Mountains

           FORMCHECKBOX 
  Protected areas 
           FORMCHECKBOX 
 Islands
              FORMCHECKBOX 
 Ex-situ 

                        FORMCHECKBOX 
 Soil or/and water samples

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Traditional knowledge associated with genetic resources
 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Other <Text entry>*

	Information on the utilization of the genetic resource(s)


	18. *Indicate if the permit or its equivalent covers commercial and/or non-commercial use: 
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 For commercial use  

AND/OR

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 For non-commercial use
OR 

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 This information is confidential

	19. Additional information about the specified uses covered by the permit or its equivalent or use restrictions:

	<Text entry>


	20. Conditions for third party transfer:
 
	<Text entry>


	Documentation

	21. Copy of permit or its equivalent, or other relevant open-access document:

	<URL and website name>
And/or <Attachment>
Short description: <Text entry>

	Additional Information

	22. Any other relevant information:


	<Text entry>
and/or <URL and website name>
and/or <Attachment>

	23. Notes:

	<Text entry>


	Record validation (offline submission only)

	*Country:
	<Country name>

	*Name of the ABS-CH publishing authority:
	<Text entry>

	*Date:
	<YYYY-MM-DD>

	I hereby confirm that the above information is correct and agree to its inclusion in the ABS Clearing‑House.

	*Signature of the ABS-CH publishing authority:
	

	Submission addresses:

This form should be completed and sent by e-mail to secretariat@cbd.int 
or alternatively by

· Fax at +1 514 288-6588; or

· Postal mail to:
Secretariat of the Convention on Biological Diversity
413 rue Saint-Jacques, suite 800

Montreal, Québec, H2Y 1N9

Canada


� National records contain information that is typically required to be reported as part of a Party’s obligations under the Nagoya Protocol on Access and Benefit�sharing and must be validated by the ABS�CH  publishing authority prior to being made available in the ABS Clearing-House. The information submitted through this common format will be made available at https://absch.cbd.int/search/national-records/IRCC


� Sometimes a permit can be related to other previously issued permits, for instance to a permit for accessing a soil sample. Depending on the MAT, it is possible that some countries decide to issue specific permits for subsequently identified genetic resources from the taken soil sample. For such cases, the ABS Clearing-House offers the possibility to link different IRCCs together. IRCCs linked through this mechanism will be displayed together and thus facilitate tracking of the IRCCs.


� All ABS Clearing-House common formats are available at  https://absch.cbd.int/help.


� This  field will also appear as the title of this record 


� Please provide information on any national identifiers that may aid users to search and retrieve information on the permit or its equivalent.


� This field refers to the date of issuance of the national permit. This information is mandatory and key to ensure legal certainty regarding the right of the user to utilize the genetic resource covered by the permit.


� Two months before the permit expires, an email is sent to the CNA alerting of the date of expiry of the IRCC. After the date of expiry of the permit, the IRCC constituted from that information will be marked as expired.


� Please provide the name and contact details of the person or entity that holds the right to grant access to the genetic resources in accordance with domestic legislation. If the information is marked as confidential the provider will not be able to receive the courtesy copy of the IRCC or the CPC. If the person or entity has already been registered with the Clearing-House, provide the appropriate record number. Alternatively, please download and complete the contact details format.All ABS Clearing-House common formats are available at  https://absch.cbd.int/help.


� If PIC has not been obtained or granted, this record cannot be posted in the ABS Clearing-House and, therefore, the internationally recognized certificate of compliance will not be issued.


� If applicable, please provide any additional information about the prior informed consent (PIC).Detailed information may be provided in an the link or attach the documents attached document.


� Please provide the name and contact details of the person or entity to whom prior informed consent was granted. If the information is marked as confidential that person will not be able to receive the courtesy copy of the IRCC or the CPC If the person or entity has already been registered with the Clearing-House, provide the appropriate record number. Alternatively, please download and complete the contact details format.following common format: Reference record no. 1 (Contact details). All ABS Clearing-House common formats are available at  https://absch.cbd.int/help.


� If no mutually agreed terms (MAT) have been established, this record cannot be published in the ABS Clearing-House and, therefore, an internationally recognized certificate of compliance can not be issued.


� If applicable, please provide any information about the mutually agreed terms. For example, this may include information on conditions for access and for benefit-sharing and other relevant information included in the mutually agreed terms. Detailed information may be provided in an attached document.


� Please provide information on the subject matter or genetic resources covered by the permit. This could include biota at any taxonomic rank, which may carry a taxonomic name. It may also include a locality of collection of the material. It may also be possible to identify the genetic resource through reference to a voucher specimen or field notes held in an identified archive or collection. 


�  Providing details about the subject matter or genetic resource covered by the permit or its equivalent can provide additional legal certainty.


� Limited to .geojson files (http://www.geojson.org/)


� The collection of this information is important for facilitating harmonized searches throughout the records. Please select all relevant keywords that could assist in describing the subject-matter or genetic resource(s) covered by the permit or its equivalent.


Plants, Microorganism 


� This includes algae.


� This could include, among others, archaea, bacteria, fungi, chromista, protozoa and viruses.


� The information included in this section of the IRCC is meant to allow anyone verifying that the use of the genetic resource at any stage of research, development, innovation, pre-commercialization or commercialization is done in accordance with the conditions of use of PIC and MAT.


� Access can be granted only for specified uses (e.g. for medical use), or on the contrary access could be granted for multiple uses but with specific restrictions applying (e.g. restriction to obtain intellectual property rights). If applicable, please provide any additional information about the specific uses or any use restrictions covered by the permit or its equivalent.


�Where a permit or its equivalent establish conditions or restrictions regarding the transfer to a third party, it will help to make this information available through the ABS Clearing-House in order to monitor the utilization of genetic resources and enhance legal certainty. 


� Please use this field to upload a copy of the permit or its equivalent or other relevant document if desired, or provide a link to its equivalent on a national website. Include a short description of the link or attachment. Note that this information will be made publicly available through the ABS Clearing-House and therefore should not contain confidential information, nor links to information that has restricted access.


� Please use this field to provide any other relevant information that may not have been addressed elsewhere in the record.


� “Notes” field is for your personal notes or comments and will be hidden when viewing the record. This field is not meant to be used for confidential information.






