
 

 

 
 
Hugo-Maria Schally 
Head of Unit 
 
European Commission DG 
Environment 
Unit E2 
 
 

 
 

ESA European Seed Association 

Rue du Luxembourg 23/15 - B 1000 Brussels 

Phone: +32 (0) 2 743 28 60 - E-mail: secretariat@euroseeds.org - Web: www.euroseeds.org 

 

19.08.2013 

ESA_13.0529.2 

 

Subject: ESA’s answer to the request of DG Environment to provide input on best practices 

and model contractual clauses 

 

 

Dear Mr Schally, 

 

By the present letter I would like to convey to you the answer of ESA European Seed 

Association to the abovementioned request. ESA is the single voice of the European seed 

industry, representing the interests of those active in research, breeding, production and 

marketing of seeds of agricultural, horticultural and ornamental plant species. 

For the time being there are no official ABS best practices within the plant breeding sector 

neither on international nor on European level. ESA however has seen with great 

appreciation that such best practices have been included in the Commission’s proposal on a 

regulation implementing the Nagoya Protocol in the EU and is concerned by the fact that the 

European Parliament’s ENVI Committee has proposed deleting this provision in its final 

report. 

In preparation for the adoption of this regulation the European plant breeding sector has 

started elaborating such sectoral best practices. Given that the work has been initiated as 

reaction to the EU proposal its primary aim is to comply with the future EU regulation. 

Nevertheless the long-term goal is to determine a practice which can become the standard 

worldwide. Currently the work is still on-going and the documents are all in draft format. We 

hope to be able to share information on the best practices later this year and discuss our 

thoughts with you. We expect to finalize our work by mid-2014. 

 

 



As regards model contractual clauses it has to be mentioned that under the FAO 

International Treaty on Plant Genetic Resources for Food and Agriculture – which is a 

specialized ABS instrument – a so-called standard Material Transfer Agreement has been 

established which is widely used in the breeding sector for all plant breeding activities.  

We thank you very much for this opportunity to make you aware of our on-going work and we 

hope that even without concrete documents you find this information useful and will be able 

to incorporate in the EU’s submission to the ICNP 3.  

 

We remain at your disposal for any further question you may have. 

 

Yours sincerely, 

 

Szonja Csörgő 

Manager Intellectual Property and Legal Affairs 

 

 

Cc: Mr Vassilis Koutsiouris, Ms Heidi Banse 

 


