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Background 

In response to notification SCBD/SEL/ABS/VN/BG/81188, issued on 17 January 2013, and the invitation to provide information regarding model contractual clauses, best practices etc. in view of the entry into force of the Nagoya Protocol, Plantwise offers its operational policy and best practice on the following issues for the consideration of the Intergovernmental Committee:

· Development, updating and use of sectoral and cross-sectoral model contractual clauses, voluntary codes of conduct, guidelines and best practices and/or standards (Article 19 and 20).
Plantwise
Plantwise (www.plantwise.org) is an initiative, led by CABI (www.cabi.org) to improve food security and the lives of the rural poor by reducing crop losses. Plantwise is helping developing countries establish community-based plant clinics which deliver practical advice to farmers when their crops have a problem. It is helping to join up the research community and the farmers, by translating the researchers’ knowledge into practical, accessible advice and feeding back information from farmers into a central knowledge bank. It brings together the best of the knowledge in the plant health field, including local pest distribution data, and making it available from a central resource.

Plantwise policy relating to ABS

Plantwise supports and facilitates the diagnosis of plant health problems and identification of causative agents (invertebrates, pathogens, weeds, etc.) in order to provide farmers with appropriate advice to reduce crop losses. This extension support is provided to farmers through plant clinics run by plant doctors, part of the national government and non-government extension services. Plant doctors diagnose samples brought by farmers, but problems unknown to plant doctors are sent to diagnostic services, initially to an in-country diagnostic laboratory. If no suitable in-country diagnostic services are available or the relevant taxonomic expertise is not available in-country, biological specimens may need to be sent to a laboratory outside the country for identification.
Plantwise has published a Policy Statement on the International Transfer of Biological Specimens for Identification
. Plantwise will work with national partners and the relevant authorities to identify and ensure compliance with all relevant national regulations, including those dealing with access and benefit-sharing (ABS) and sanitary and phytosanitary (SPS) issues. Specifically, Plantwise partners should establish and maintain contact with, and follow the recommendations of, the International Plant Protection Convention (IPPC) Contact Point within the National Plant Protection Organisation (NPPO), as well as the Convention on Biological Diversity (CBD) National Focal Point and the Competent National Authority on ABS.
Biological specimens for identification are genetic resources, and therefore Plantwise and its partners will comply with ABS national regulations and procedures, including prior informed consent (PIC), mutually agreed terms (MAT) and use of material transfer agreements (MTAs) as may be specified. Where there is no specific legislation, Plantwise will comply with the spirit of the CBD, and make sure that relevant national authorities are aware of the need for international transfer of biological specimens for identification. Images and descriptions of specimens and symptoms do not include genetic material and may be freely exchanged.

Following diagnosis/identification at an international facility, the specimens (genetic resources) may be destroyed or returned to the source country. However, if specimens are required for a reference collection, permission for deposit will be obtained, if not already permitted under the MTA. Subsequent transfer of biological specimens would only take place under a compliant MTA. Thus, Plantwise and its partners encourage transparency, retaining the link between country of origin and end user of genetic resources.
Relevance to article 8 of the Nagoya Protocol (special considerations)
It is imperative that the diagnosis and identification of pests (invertebrates, diseases and weeds) that threaten agriculture and biodiversity and the natural enemies that control these pests are facilitated under the Nagoya Protocol implementation. Article 8: Special Considerations requires parties to address this in the context of the conservation and sustainable use of biological diversity including non-commercial research (article 8a), present or imminent emergencies that threaten or damage human, animal or plant health (article 8b) and food and agriculture and their special role for food security (article 8c).
To do their work plant doctors need to access diseased material at the plant clinics without first seeking PIC to access each sample of diseased material or pest which could introduce critical delays or prevent them from offering advice. Plantwise recognises that in accessing these biological and genetic resources it has a responsibility in compliance with the articles of the Nagoya protocol and to share benefits arising from this access. The immediate benefit is that the plant doctor is able to provide the farmer with appropriate advice to minimise his or her crop losses.
Furthermore, the Plantwise plant clinics are in the front line to detect new pest problems, whether newly evolved strains of existing pests, or newly introduced alien species. However, if a national diagnostic centre is unable to identify a new pest, they must be able to forward specimens rapidly and easily to relevant taxonomists outside their countries to enable their national plant protection organisation to recognise and address such new problems.

Specifically, by training national plant doctors, establishing in country plant clinics and providing the Knowledge Bank to facilitate diagnosis and recommendations for control Plantwise is complying with Article 5: Fair and Equitable Benefit-Sharing of the Nagoya protocol. In recognition of this role, Plantwise requests countries implement article 8 giving due regard to cases of present or imminent emergencies that threaten or damage plant health. This essentially means a relaxation of Article 6: Access to Genetic Resources – prior informed consent. Materials will only be accessed for disease diagnosis and would only be shared beyond the national plant doctors where other expertise is necessary to identify the causative organism. New pest records will be advised to the national plant protection organisation, in line with the International Plant Protection Convention.
By sharing the benefits of disease diagnosis with the country and delivering appropriate advice on its control reducing subsequent biodiversity loss Plantwise helps implement Article 9: Contribution to Conservation and Sustainable Use. In many cases where crops and commodities are present in several countries Plantwise facilitates Article 11: Transboundary Cooperation - by providing advanced warning of disease spread and information on control and reduction of plant loss.
Plantwise will promulgate awareness of the CBD and the Nagoya protocol requirements amongst scientists, practitioners and farmers, therefore it will facilitate implementation of Article 15: Compliance with Domestic Legislation or Regulatory Requirements on Access and Benefit-Sharing, Article 16: Compliance with Domestic Legislation or Regulatory Requirements on Access and Benefit-Sharing for Traditional Knowledge Associated with Genetic Resources and Article 21: Awareness-Raising. Above all Plantwise establishes a strong basis for capacity-building, capacity development and strengthening of human resources and institutional capacities; it establishes collaboration and cooperation in technical and scientific research and development programmes, including biotechnological research activities, thus supporting the implementation of Articles 22: Capacity and 23: Technology Transfer, Collaboration and Cooperation.
Therefore Plantwise seeks special consideration for its activities in respect of pest diagnosis/identification and operation of plant clinics by plant doctors.
� � HYPERLINK "http://www.plantwise.org/uploads/file/PW_Policy_ALL_28May2013.pdf" �www.plantwise.org/uploads/file/PW_Policy_ALL_28May2013.pdf�






