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	The current statistic for the Living Planet Index is that it shows a 68% decline between 1970 and 2016, not 60%. This reflects a weighted average of population trends. 
Comment on the statement “the Living Planet Index is strongly influence by those species with the most extreme population declines or increases”
While the recent Leung et al paper highlighted the impact of removing either extreme increases or decreases on the overall LPI statistic, analysis on the most recent dataset from the LPI (2020) highlights that simultaneously removing both extremes has a much lesser effect. All indicators using geometric means can be sensitive to outliers, and it is important that the effects are tested. However, even after removing 20% of the underlying data (the most extreme positive and negative 10% of trends) results still show 40 – 50% declines in average abundance (https://www.zsl.org/blogs/science/the-living-planet-index--data-analysis-clusters-and-biodiversity-loss). It is also not clear that removing some of the most declining (or increasing) populations generates a ‘better’ picture of biodiversity change. The LPI dataset has also increased significantly in spatial and taxonomic representation in comparison to that used in the Leung et al paper (20,811 vs 14,000).
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