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	General comments

	WWF in discussion with members of the ‘Biodiversity Communication Flotilla’ group reviewed target 19 and the scientific and technical information provided in document CBD/SBSTTA/24/3/ADD2. 
When reviewing the draft GBF target 19 the group looked to the broader scientific context for such a target and compared the current attempt and language with the one of ABT- 1: awareness raising, ABT-18: TK respected, and ABT-19: Knowledge sharing. 
The group notes that building on the experiences with ABT-1 as a stand-alone target is very important to move forward with biodiversity awareness and behavioural change. GBO-5 clearly stated that ABT-1 was not achieved which means more efforts must be taken to raise awareness on biodiversity. ABT-19 on provision of information and knowledge was only partially achieved and more knowledge generation and information gathering are needed. In future communicating knowledge and evidence including TK via different channels will become much more important to inform about the GBF.


	Current scientific attempt of draft GBF target 19: the target addresses knowledge sharing and the role of TK. However, the target is missing awareness raising and behavioural change of the public and by decision maker as key enabling conditions to achieve the goals and targets of the GBF by 2030. Knowledge and information availability should serve awareness raising and education. The entry points and key terms of that target should be ‘awareness, education, and research’; providing useful and credible information is one of several enabling conditions to increase biodiversity awareness. 
A comprehensive and innovative communication strategy is a necessary instrument to accompany implementation as laid out in SBI document on communication (CBD/SBI/3/9).


	Scope of target 19: Compared to ABT-1, ABT-18, and ABT-19 the current scope of draft target 19 falls short and lacks ambition on the strategic approach to raise awareness on biodiversity and nature that trigger behavioural change by the broader public and by decision maker to achieve transformation of policies and the society as a whole. Information, knowledge, scientific evidence, and TK play a critical role in that regard. Research e.g. is important to generate new knowledge and information to serve awareness, education and behavioural change. 


	The terms used in target 19: The attempt ‘…ensuring that quality information is available for decision makers and the public…‘ seems too narrow; information must be sufficient relevant and credible; availability appears not a huge obstacle as it may have been 10 years ago due to many online platforms with all sorts of information, which is available for many; e. g. relevant and credible information is available with IPBES reports, scientific literature on various topics of the draft GBF, TK and other sources of information and knowledge; information gaps should be closed through research and other knowledge generation processes as expressed by IPBES.


	The purpose of information: The focus on ‚…information for the ‘effective management of biodiversity’ is a very narrow scope and not consistent with the scope of the CBD and the goals and targets of the draft GBF; information, knowledge and evidence is needed for all aspects of the GBF; sufficient relevant and credible information and knowledge is particularly needed for communication and education purposes


	Target end point in 2030: The current phrasing is only output-oriented - information available - and not outcome/impact-oriented in the sense, what status is appropriate and necessary to be achieved by 2030 on information / knowledge level, status of biodiversity awareness and education.


	Proposal for an amended Target 19: By 2030, raise awareness about the values of biodiversity of the general public  by [5%], mobilize people to take action by [# of any metric tbd]  and promote intentions for behavioural change of the general public by [10%] through providing information, evidence and knowledge, including TK, with communication, education, and research, taking into account national and cultural values, conditions and circumstances.


	

	

	Specific comments

	Page 
	Paragraph
	Comment

	29
	111
	In addition to what has been elaborated in this para, information is also needed to be provided to different target audiences in order to raise awareness on biodiversity, to make use of it in education material and other communication tools, such as social media; in that regard information must be sufficient relevant and credible ; information gaps must be constantly filled by knowledge generation and research

	29
	112
	Indicators for that target should not only be focused on ‘availability’ of information, but should cover a broader range of indicators, including metrics for biodiversity/nature awareness, social media information uptake, education etc.

	29
	113, 114
	TK and knowledge of IPs and LC are also very relevant to inform different target groups, including the broader public, decision-maker, business and others to raise awareness on the values of biodiversity associated with activities of IPs and LC to conserve and sustainably use biodiversity. 

	


29
	

111-114
	

Comments on Target 19 (Knowledge): 





We propose adding a paragraph that references the broad international consensus identifying education as a key enabler for change toward sustainability, and that points to “Education, knowledge generation and sharing” as a leverage point for transformative change identified by the IPBES global assessment. This paragraph should also include reference to the role of formal and informal education in facilitating knowledge acquisition, connectedness to nature, behavior change, and relational values. And finally, it could include an assessment that the current formulation of Target 19 does not reflect this sufficiently.





We propose adding a paragraph here that reflects that this target contains multiple crucial elements which may have to be dealt with separately to reach at least the ambition and comprehensiveness in the related Aichi Targets (ABT1 on public awareness, ABT18 on traditional knowledge, and ABT19 on knowledge sharing.)



	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	Additional rows can be added to this table by selecting “Table” followed by “insert” and “rows below”



Comments should be sent by e-mail to secretariat@cbd.int by 22 March 2021

