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I. INTRODUCTION 

 

1. The South-East Europe Biodiversity Task Force (BD TF) is a technical and advisory body that 

coordinates regional activities to facilitates the implementation of the South-East Europe (SEE) 2020 

Strategy and stimulates progress towards international biodiversity commitments, including the Strategic 

Plan for Biodiversity and its Aichi Biodiversity Targets and EU biodiversity law. BD TF has showcased 

the lessons learned on regional cooperation and represented the South-East Europe regional perspective at 

the CBD processes. 

2. In this document, BD TF aims to share its views and recommendations to the post-2020 discussion 

building on thematic events organized during CBD COP141, the Regional Consultation on the Post-2020 

Global Biodiversity Framework for Central and Eastern Europe2 and internal meetings organized by the 

BD TF.  

 

II. BD TF REGIONAL CONTRIBUTION TO POSSIBLE STRUCTURE AND ELEMENTS 

OF THE POST-2020 GLOBAL BIODIVERSITY  

 

Mission 

3. BD TF recognizes that safeguarding biodiversity and maintaining essential ecosystem services in 

the long-run as well as the provision of data on biodiversity that allows evidence-based and informed 

planning and decision making are the main challenges for the 2030 mission. BDTF supports a mission as a 

state of the biodiversity to be achieved by 2030. This option better communicates the need for action during 

the 2021-2030 decade and serves as a landmark for accountability. The 2030 mission should be aligned to 

other frameworks and processes that have a direct bearing on biodiversity, in particular, the 2030 Agenda 

for Sustainable Development and the Paris Agreement on Climate Change. BD TF also notes that the 2050 

vision of “Living in harmony with nature” continues to be relevant. The 2030 mission should be an easily 

communicable statement that highlights a stepping stone achievement towards the more ambitious 2050 

vision.  

 

4. Recommendation: BD TF recommends that the next mission should include elements related to: 

i.Halt of biodiversity loss and address the drivers of biodiversity loss;  

ii.Strengthening of data gathering and monitoring systems on the state and status of biodiversity; 

                                                           
1 http://enb.iisd.org/biodiv/cop14/side-events/28nov.html 
2 https://www.cbd.int/conferences/post2020/post2020-ws-2019-04/documents  

https://www.cbd.int/conferences/post2020/post2020-ws-2019-04/documents
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iii.Enhancement of ecosystem restoration and integration of ecosystem services assessment and 

valuation in development planning;  

iv.Integration the concept of ecological connectivity in development planning and policies and 

spatial planning; and 

v.Promotion of regional and transboundary cooperation as an enabling condition to 

implementation. 

 

Goals and Targets 

5. BD TF acknowledges the relevance of the current Aichi Biodiversity Targets. However, organizing 

the new set of targets  in a way to facilitate the monitoring of progress and the implementation of a more 

effective strategy taking into account enabling conditions, priority actions and quantifiable objectives. 

BDTF suggests the next generation of targets should integrate the concepts of the current Strategic Plan for 

Biodiversity but frame the targets in a more actionable and quantifiable manner. 

6. Recommendation: BDTF recommends that transboundary and regional coordination should be 

clearly defined as one of the instruments for facilitating/enabling implementation of a new framework.  

7. Recommendation: BDTF recommends  that one of the possible issues that could be reflected in 

Goals, based on the elements of the 2050 Vision (biodiversity valued, conserved, restored, wisely used, and 

ecosystem service maintained), would be: 

Enhance information on biodiversity and ecosystem services assessment (Effective monitoring and 

reporting of trends and integration of ecosystem services into the national economic planning). 

 

Implementation and NBSAPs 

8. BD TF calls for strong political leadership to ensure full compliance and effective implementation 

of the post-2020 global biodiversity framework. The BD TF highlights that regional planning, coordination 

and monitoring plays an important role as an enabling condition for the implementation of the Strategic 

Plan for Biodiversity in South-East Europe and has a great potential to facilitate the implementation of the 

post-2020 framework. Better coordination at the regional level in defining the common elements and 

actions to be incorporated in the NBSAPs stimulates priority setting and promotes integration of the 

regional and transboundary perspective into national planning. This contributes to technical cooperation 

and facilitates mobilization of financial resources resulting in enhanced conservation outcomes nationally 

and regionally. A unified voice on biodiversity issues can help inspire transformative change for sustainable 

development. Regional cooperation and implementation of national biodiversity strategies should be a 

major enabling condition for the post-2020 framework. 

9. Recommendation: The BD TF recommends the CBD Secretariat to encourage the use of existing 

or stimulate the creation of new regional mechanisms to support the implementation, monitoring and 

reporting of the Post-2020 framework. Enhancement of regional coordination can be included as a process 

target, or as an integral component of the post-2020 framework to provide guidance for implementation, 

monitoring and reporting at the regional level. BD TF also recommends the inclusion of regional 

cooperation as enabling mechanism and tool for implementation accompanied by mechanisms to ensure 
appropriate reporting on the issue to the Working Group.  
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Relationship between the post-2020 global biodiversity framework and other relevant processes 

10. The BD TF recognizes the need for stronger synergies among biodiversity, climate change and 

sustainable development at all levels. Parties should strive to propose national commitments to CBD taking 

into consideration its contribution to other MEAs and vice-versa.  

11. Recommendation: BD TF recommends that CBD Secretariat should provide a modular 

framework for the post-2020 national commitments under the Clearing House Mechanism that facilitates 

the identification of synergies with other MEAs. Additionally, CBD Secretariat should advocate for the 

integration of the post-2020 targets into national commitments to other MEAs, and create a mechanism to 

facilitate the monitoring and evaluation of these commitments for the CBD national reporting. 

 

Resource mobilization 

12. BD TF calls for the increase in sources of funding, including integrated financing solutions such as 

fiscal incentives, market-based mechanisms, payments for ecosystem services as well as private sector 

funding for protection and conservation of biodiversity. BD TF notes that regional coordination 

mechanisms should play an important role in advising the management of existing resources and facilitating 

the mobilization of additional resources for the post-2020 biodiversity framework. BD TF also recognizes 

that mainstreaming of biodiversity and ecosystem services into finance and infrastructure sectors has the 

potential to showcase the value of natural resources to policymakers and business leaders encouraging 

investments in conservation and sustainable use.  

13. Recommendation: BD TF recommends that Parties, according to their national circumstances, 

should strive to diversify the sources of funding for biodiversity, improve management and transparency, 

and integrate the valuation of ecosystem services into the national economic planning.  


