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1. Introduction
The East African Community (EAC) Partner States are signatory to key global Multilateral Environmental Agreements (MEAs) including United Nations Convention on Biological Diversity (UNCBD).  EAC reaffirms its commitment to the United Nations  Convention on  Biological Diversity  (UNCBD), its Protocols i.e. Nagoya Protocol on Access and Benefits Sharing,  Nagoya-Kuala lumpur Suplementary Protocol on Liability and Redress and Cartagena Protocol on Bioasafety as the fundamental global legal framework on biodiversity.
In response to the request by the CBD Secretariat, the EAC Secretariat submit the following information in sections 2 and 3 on best practices for sustainable wildlife management and areas requiring complementary guidance for their effective implementation.

2. Best Practices for Sustainable Wildlife Management 

(i) All actions or measures related to  biodiversity conservation in the EAC are in full conformity with the principles of equity and common but differentiated responsibilities and respective capabilities of CBD;
(ii) Implementation of the post 2020 global biodiversity framework entails  amongst other things, the following: 
a) retaining and restoring freshwater, marine and terrestrial ecosystems, increasing by at least 20%;
b) protecting sites of particular importance for biodiversity through protected areas and other effective area-based conservation measures, by 2030 covering at least 60% of such sites and at least 30% of land and sea areas with at least 10% under strict protection;
c) control of all pathways for the introduction of invasive alien species, achieving by 2030 a 20% reduction in the rate of new introductions, and eradicate or control invasive alien species to eliminate or reduce their impacts by 2030 in at least 10% of priority sites; 
d) promotion of both in situ and ex-situ conservation of species of cultural, ecological and socio-economic importance ;
e) promoting Ecosystem based-adaptation (EBA) or nature-based solutions (NbSs) and landscapes approaches to enhance climate change adaptation and strengthening biodiversity conservation; and 
f) Enhancing sustainable use of wild species providing, by 2030, benefits, including enhanced nutrition, food security and livelihoods for at least 6 million people, especially for the most vulnerable, and reduce human-wildlife conflict by 50%.
3. Areas Requiring Complementary Guidance
Further, there are some areas requiring complimentary guidance for their effective implementation. The areas include but not limited to measures for:

a) conserving and enhancing the sustainable use of biodiversity in agricultural and other managed ecosystems to support the productivity, sustainability and resilience of such systems with the view of reducing by 2030 related productivity gaps by at least 30% (Inadequate adaptive capacity);
b) undertaking and enhancing the implementation of the Nagoya Protocol on Access and Benefits Sharing (ABS) and mainstream into broader wildlife, environment and other natural resources policies;
c) ensuring benefits from the utilization of genetic resources and related traditional knowledge are shared fairly and equitably;
d) promoting education and the generation, sharing and use of knowledge relating to wildlife management, in the case of the traditional knowledge, innovations and practices of indigenous peoples and local communities with their free, prior and informed consent; 
e) ensuring by 2030 that all decision makers have access to reliable and up-to-date information for the effective management of wildlife resources; and
f) promoting the full and effective participation of local communities, women and girls as well as youth in decision-making related to the conservation and sustainable use of wildlife, ensuring by 2030 equitable participation and rights over relevant resources.
4. Way Forward
As a way forward, East African Community has the following views necessary for strengthening the implementation of the Convention and its instruments on biodiversity:
(i) countries to strengthen conservation measures and promote the sustainable use of biodiversity in the natural resources related sectors i.e., forestry, wildlife, livestock, fisheries, wetlands and agriculture;
(ii) countries to increase more efforts on awareness raising and promote communities partcipation in the conservation and sustainable use of biodiversity; and 
(iii) the post 2020 biodiversity framework to take into consideration alternative innovative ways of mobilizing resources for the implementation.
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