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	Contact information

	Surname:
	CHETTRI

	Given Name:
	NAKUL

	Government (if applicable): 
	INTERGOVERNMENTAL

	Organization:
	INTERNATIONAL CENTRE FOR INTEGRATED MOUNTAIN DEVELOPMENT (ICIMOD)

	Address:  
	DHAPAKHEL, LALIPUR

	City:
	KATHMANDU

	Country:
	NEPAL

	E-mail:
	nakul.chettri@icimod.org 

	General comments

	In the prevailing conservation challenges, there are cases of conservation success in term of increase in population of keystone and others species (one horned rhinoceros, snow leopard, Asiatic elephants, numerous birds and other wildlife). This is as a result of increasing conservation efforts, investments and commitments of parties. However, in many instances, the results are also bringing increasing order of human wildlife conflict with losses at both the sides – human and wildlife. This has become a global issue with relatively less attention than other drivers such as climate change, habitat degradation, invasive species etc. This is more prevalent in the mountains where proportion of protected areas are higher and livelihood options and arable lands are limited. In some cases 85% of the annual crops depredation, livestock predation are reported resulting to further challenges the poverty driven marginalized community. 

So far, there has been very little attention provided in CBD on this aspects and it is high time, when restoration is one of the priority area for post 2020 agenda, give adequate attention and include as one of the priority areas in post 2020 global biodiversity framework.    
 

	Though mountain ecosystems have been emphasize for specific interventions, the high altitude rangelands, snow covered mountains, high altitude wetlands are in the frontline of climate change impacts. Similarly, the associated wildlife, flora along with the rich tradition of mountain herding communities are also facing the brunt of global change. Considering the water tower, the highland ecosystems and the community living there along with the wildlife need special attention as there is no scape zone for them. 

Therefore, special attention is required for these permafrost rich water-tower for sustainability of mountain ecosystems, people and downstream. 
     

	The prevailing COVID 19 has reminded global community for special attention on health sector and more so on zoonotic diseases. As science has indicated more than 70% global disease are zoonotic in nature, post 2020 global biodiversity framework need special focus for prevention of such pandemic in near future. Considering wildlife as a sources of such zoonotic diseases and likely to be infected through trade, bush meat and other means, and considering the increased incidents of exposure due to habitat degradation and encroachment in the wilderness areas special note should be considered for prevention on wildlife trade, bush meat and other possible means of infections. 
         

	Specific comments

	Page 
	Paragraph
	Comment

	4
	last
	Target 2 talks about well-connected and effective system. However, the indicator for well-connected is not explicit. There could be ‘presence of connectivity corridors’ as one of the indicators. 

	5
	Second
	Target 3 talks about Human Wildlife Conflict and as indicated in general note, though a global and serious issue, there is not explicit indicators indicated for quantifying and addressing such conflicts. 

	8
	First 
	Target 8 talks about nutrient and food security. In the mountain areas, there are traditional crops which are nutrient rich and sustainable. Many of these species are land races that are in the verge of extinction primarily due to global demands for cash crops. Emphasis could be given for preservation of such mountain niche products and promotion.   
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