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	General comments

	On behalf of the Pesticide Action Network UK (PAN-UK), I am pleased to submit the following comments.

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	Specific comments

	Page 
	Paragraph
	Comment

	20
	80
	We strongly recommend that the phrase “reducing productivity gaps” should be removed from Target 9. It is not clear from the description in paragraphs 80 and 81 what ‘productivity gaps’ refers to and how reducing ‘productivity gaps’ address issues relating to biodiversity? Rather than focusing on increasing production, we suggest that this target should include specific targets to improve livelihoods and ecosystem health (e.g. pollinator and soil health) in agricultural and managed ecosystems. Also, specific targets on sustainability and resilience seem to be absent? 

In addition, over the past decade, numerous high-level panels of experts, intergovernmental and UN bodies, and scientific publications affirm that an agroecological transformation of agricultural systems is the most robust and appropriate response to ensuring the conservation of biodiversity, while promoting climate stabilization, healthy food, nutrition and diets, and system resilience. See, for example:
HLPE, 2019. Agroecological and other innovative approaches for sustainable agriculture and food systems that enhance food security and nutrition. A report by the High Level Panel of Experts on Food Security and Nutrition of the Committee on World Food Security, Rome. http://www.fao.org/3/ca5602en/ca5602en.pdf  
International Panel of Experts on Sustainable Food Systems (IPES-Food), 2016. From Uniformity to Diversity. http://www.ipes-food.org/_img/upload/files/UniformityToDiversity_FULL.pdf  
IPBES. 2019. Summary for policymakers of the global assessment report on biodiversity and ecosystem services of the Intergovernmental Science-Policy Platform on Biodiversity and Ecosystem Services. https://ipbes.net/global-assessment  
Global Alliance for the Future of Food (2019): Beacons of Hope. https://foodsystemstransformations.org/wp-content/uploads/2019/08/BeaconsOfHope_Report_082019.pdf


	20
	81
	While we commend the mention of ‘agroecological principles’ in this paragraph, we strongly suggest bringing this term to the forefront of interventions to support biodiversity within agriculture. Neither “productive” nor “sustainable” are useful or meaningful terms for determining progress away from practices that are detrimental to biodiversity. In addition, agroecology and the other examples provided are not examples of sustainable intensification, thus we feel that the term ‘sustainable intensification’ is incorrectly applied and should be removed from the text as the overarching approach on how to achieve Target 9.

We thus suggest replacing the second sentence of this paragraph with wording such as:

A number of possible actions can be taken to support biodiversity within agricultural and managed ecosystems. Most of these actions centre around designing or redesigning systems based on agroecological principles that enhance ecological processes and reduce the need for external inputs such as fertilizers and pesticides. Such systems value, inter alia: diversification; mixed cultivation; intercropping; cultivar mixtures; habitat management techniques for crop-associated biodiversity; biological pest control; improvement of soil structure and health; biological nitrogen fixation; and recycling of nutrients, energy and waste (HLPE, 2019).

HLPE, 2019. Agroecological and other innovative approaches for sustainable agriculture and food systems that enhance food security and nutrition. A report by the High Level Panel of Experts on Food Security and Nutrition of the Committee on World Food Security, Rome. http://www.fao.org/3/ca5602en/ca5602en.pdf  
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