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TEMPLATE FOR COMMENTS

	Contact information

	Surname:
	Karayannis

	Given Name:
	Theofanis

	Government (if applicable): 
	N/A

	Organization:
	International Maritime Organization

	Address:  
	4 Albert Embankment

	City:
	London

	Country:
	United Kingdom

	E-mail:
	tkarayan@imo.org

	General comments

	In general, we lack a reference to the importance of the established conventions and regulatory frameworks (such as the treaties under IMO’s remit), and how these contribute to the achievement of the targets. This could be added as a short section, or references to be added in several paragraphs, e.g. in paragraphs 46-50, 63-65, 67-68, 71-72 and 73-75. A few such examples are made below for paragraphs 67, 68 and 72.

	Specific comments

	Page 
	Paragraph
	Comment

	16
	67
	Some clarity regarding the caveats and conclusions of the study cited in reference 60 on a predicted increase in invasive species from shipping is necessary. The study does not take into account the implementation of instruments already developed to prevent IAS introductions by shipping, including the Ballast Water Management Convention and the Biofouling Guidelines. Further, the authors of this study developed their own forecasts of shipping traffic to 2050, using various economic scenarios and limited historical traffic data. These estimates differ by an order of magnitude from the IMO's own estimates of shipping traffic increases to 2050 (based partly on the same economic scenarios), which we believe should be the primary source for such information as IMO is the competent UN body on shipping. Therefore, our suggestions for the second sentence of this paragraph are as follows: 
1) This sentence should be qualitative, rather than quantitative, in order to keep the main points while also reflecting the uncertainties as described above (more specific suggestions follow)
2) Replace "is likely to" in the second sentence with "could significantly" to reflect the uncertainty 
3) Add the word "aquatic" before invasions in the second sentence for accuracy
4) Remove the words "by between 3 and 20 times by 2050" as this conclusion should be qualitative as mentioned in 1), given the uncertainties and discrepancies described
5) The phrase "projected growth in shipping" should be followed by citations to reference 59bis (the 4th IMO GHG study, which contains shipping traffic projections to 2050 as approved by the competent UN body on shipping) ahead of reference 60
6) Make clear that the predicted increase in invasive species from shipping in reference 60 reflects a ‘no action’ scenario that does not take into account existing instruments: we suggest adding the text "without management of shipping-mediated vectors, thus underscoring the importance of existing instruments to prevent introductions via ballast water60bis  and biofouling60ter ." to the end of the sentence

Thus, the suggested second sentence is:

"Indeed, the projected growth in shipping59bis,60 is likely to could significantly increase the risk of aquatic invasions by between 3 and 20 times by 205060 without management of shipping-mediated vectors, thus underscoring the importance of existing instruments to prevent introductions via ballast water60bis  and biofouling60ter."

Suggested additional references:

59bis: Faber, Kleijn et al (2020). Fourth IMO Greenhouse Gas Study https://www.cedelft.eu/en/publications/2488/fourth-imo-greenhouse-gas-study

60bis: International Convention for the Control and Management of Ships’ Ballast Water and Sediments, 2004 https://www.imo.org/en/OurWork/Environment/Pages/BallastWaterManagement.aspx 

60ter: Guidelines for the control and management of ships' biofouling to minimize the transfer of invasive aquatic species (resolution MEPC.207(62))


	16-17
	68
	As discussed above, and reflected also in the study referenced by footnote 60, the effective implementation of preventative instruments for IAS is very important. In this regard, we suggest adding a sentence to paragraph 68 making clear that such instruments already exist for shipping, after the third sentence:

"Preventing the introduction of invasive alien species in the first place is likely to be far more cost-effective than attempting to eradicate alien species once they become established. In this regard, effective implementation of existing instruments meant to prevent the spread of invasive species (e.g. those developed to combat the spread of IAS by shipping60bis,60ter), is critical."


	18
	72
	In this or the preceding paragraph we are missing a link to other conventions and regulatory frameworks that contribute to the reduction of marine pollution. For example, we suggest adding reference to other global treaties that regulate pollutants and waste management, most notably the London Convention and London Protocol, for example:

“More generally, reduction in waste and pollution would be enabled by shifts to a more circular economy and many actions taken under the Basel, Rotterdam, Stockholm and Minamata Conventions could contribute to this target, as well as the regulatory framework to prevent pollution from dumping of wastes at sea, through the London Convention and London Protocol73bis. Actions to reach this target may also be linked to the proposed targets on production practices and supply chains (target 14) and unsustainable consumption patterns (target 15) as both of these issues can contribute to the generation of waste and pollution.”

Suggested additional reference:

73bis: Convention on the Prevention of Marine Pollution by Dumping of Wastes and Other Matter 1972 (London Convention) and its 1996 Protocol https://www.imo.org/en/OurWork/Environment/Pages/London-Convention-Protocol.aspx)





Comments should be sent by e-mail to secretariat@cbd.int by 22 March 2021
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