Annex

template for SUBMISSION OF INFORMATION on the STATUS of IMPLEMENTATION of the Framework and Action Plan for Capacity-Building for the Effective Implementation of the Cartagena Protocol on Biosafety


NOTE: Please enter text in column C, including a summary of the results of the activities undertaken, good practices and/or lessons learned, next to the relevant activity in column B, as appropriate. Please only write where relevant, leaving cells blank where no relevant activities were undertaken. 
	Focal area 1: National biosafety frameworks 

Operational objective 1

To  further  support  the  development  and  implementation  of  national  regulatory  and  administrative systems.

	Outcomes

· National biosafety frameworks developed and implemented; 

· Functional national biosafety systems.

	A. Results/Outputs
	B. Planned Activities
	C. Summary of results of activities undertaken, good practices and lessons learned

[Enter text in column C, next to the relevant activity in column B, as appropriate]

	(a)
National biosafety policies, laws and regulations in place and being implemented 

(b)
National institutions and administrative systems for handling LMO applications in place

(c)
Standard operating procedures for handling LMO applications in place

(d)
Provisions made in the national annual budgets for operationalizing the national biosafety system

(e)
Trained staff in place to administer the national biosafety system

(f)
Biosafety is mainstreamed into broader development plans and sectoral policies and programmes, including the national biodiversity strategies and action plans
	1.1
Development and implementation/ enforcement of national biosafety policies and laws and the implementing regulations or guidelines
	As a developing country, Vietnam affirms its priority for the development of biotechnology in the revolution of industrialization and modernization, however, Vietnam is aware of the possible risks of biotechnology. Therefore, on 19 January 2004, Vietnam officially joined the Cartagena Protocol on Biosafety (CPB). Since becoming an official member of the CPB, Vietnam has fulfilled its obligations under the Protocol to a member state. At present, the Government assigns the Ministry of Natural resources and Environment (MONRE) to be the national focal point for the implementation of this CPB.
In 2008, the National Assembly approved the Law on Biodiversity, which includes provisions for the management of risks to genetically modified organisms (hereinafter referred to as GMO), genetic specimens and products of GMO. 
After the Law on Biodiversity came into force, the Government have developed and issued Decrees in order to manage the biosafety of GMO: (i) Decree No. 69/2010/ND-CP dated 21 June, 2010 on biosafety for GMO and genetic specimens and products of GMO (Decree 69); Decree No. 108/2011/ND-CP dated 30 November, 2011 to amending some articles of the Decree 69 and Decree No. 155/2016/ND-CP dated November 18, 2016 regulates handling of administrative violations in the field of environmental protection. 

	
	1.2
Development of a best practice guide on: 

(i) 
Implementation of national biosafety frameworks; 
	On 31 May, 2007, the Prime Minister issued Decision No. 79/2007/QD-TTg approving the National Action Plan on Biodiversity up to 2010 and orientation to 2020 for implement the CBD and the CPB. The objectives and directions of the National Action Plan are: To conserve, develop and sustainably use biodiversity of genetic resources, species and ecosystems in Viet Nam; effectively manage biosafety in order to protect people's health, the environment and biodiversity; contributing to the conservation and development of biodiversity in the region and the world; To fully implement the international commitments on biodiversity and biosafety which Vietnam is a member. In the field of biosafety management, the National action plan also provides specific quantitative targets such as: control, prevention of encroachment of strange organisms; Verification of 100% of varieties, species and imported genetic resources; To ensure that 100% of GMO and GMO products permitted to be circulated on the market have undergone risk assessment in Vietnam. In general, most of Vietnam's national biodiversity targets set out in the National action plan are in line with the strategic objectives of the CBD.

	
	(ii) 
Enforcement of national biosafety laws and regulations; 
	After the Government issued Decree 69 and Decree 108, relevant ministries have developed and issued circulars in order to guide and manage biosafety for GMO according to their functions and tasks:

a) Circulars issued by the MONRE:

- Circular number 09/2012/TT-BTNMT dated 22 August, 2012 of MONRE providing for the supply and exchange of information and data about GMO;

- Circular number 08/2013/TT-BTNMT dated 16 May, 2013 of MONRE stipulating the order, procedures on granting and revoking Biosafety Certificate for GM crops;

- Circular number 13/2013/TT-BTNMT dated 21 June, 2013 of MONRE prescribed technical procedures and norms of technical and economic detection of GMOs by means qualitative analysis, quantitative deoxyribonucleic acid.

b) Circulars issued by the MOST:

- Circular number 20/2012/TT-BKHCN dated 20 November, 2012 of MOST regarding the Regulation of the Procedure to Certify a Lab Allowed to conduct GMO research.

- Circular number 21/2012/TT-BKHCN dated 20 November, 2012 of MOST regulating the research and development of GMO.

c) Circulars issued by the MARD:

- Circular number 69/2009/TT-BNNPTNT dated 27 October, 2009 of MARD on risk Assessment of GM crops to biodiversity and environment.

- Circular number 72/2009/TT-BNNPTNT dated 17 November, 2009 of MARD on the “List of permitted GM species for conducting risk assessment for intended using as variety in Vietnam”.

- Circular number 23/2010/TT-BNNPTNT dated 7 April 2010 of MARD on the recognition of the technical progress of biotechnology in the Agricultural and Rural Development branch.

- Circular number 02/2014/TT-BNNPTNT dated 24 January, 2014 of MARD stipulating the order, procedures on granting and revoking Certification for GM Plants for use as food and feed.

- Circular number 29/2014/TT-BNNPTNT dated 05 September, 2014 of the MARD amending and supplementing Article 7 of Circular number 23/2010/TT-BNNPTNT dated 07 April 2010 of MARD on the recognition of the technical progress of biotechnology in the Agricultural and Rural Development branch.

- Circular number 12/2015/TT-BNNPTNT dated 16 March, 2015 of the MARD guiding the inspection of food safety of goods originating imported plant.

- Joint Circular number 45/2015/TTLT-BNNPTNT-BKHCN dated 23 November 2015 of the MARD and the MOST guiding the labeling of packaged GM food.

	
	(iii) 
Establishment and management of administrative systems; and 
	Under the provisions of Decree 69 and Decree 108 of the Government, the state management of biosafety for GMO is mainly assigned for Ministries: MONRE, Ministry of Agriculture and Rural Development (MARD), Ministry of Science and Technology (MOST):
- The MONRE is responsible for issuance management of biosafety certificates; storage, packaging and transportation of GMO; management of information and database on GMO and responsible for inspection of activities related to biosafety of GMO;

- The MOST is responsible for the management and regulation of laboratories for GMOs; and coordination with the specialized ministries in stipulating the labeling of GMO;

- The MARD is responsible for managing and regulating the field trial of GMO; Grant of certificates of GMO satisfying the conditions to be use for food or feed.

	
	(iv) 
Mainstreaming of biosafety into relevant policies/plans
	On July 31, 2013, the Prime Minister issued Decision No. 1250/QD-TTg approving the National strategy on biodiversity up to 2020, vision to 2030 (hereinafter referred to as Strategy). Regarding the strengthening of biosafety management for GMO in the coming time, the Strategy also includes the following tasks:

- Strengthen cooperation, exchange and learning experiences to improve the technical and professional capacity of agencies and organizations at all levels on biosafety management of GMO;

- Increase investment in material foundations and resources to apply measures to inspect and control the risks of GMO to the environment and biodiversity; Formulate and promulgate legal documents on legal obligations and compensation in the biological safety management of GMO.

	
	1.3
Development of training modules based on elements of the above guide
	

	
	1.4
Organization of training of trainers workshops on the elements of the best practice guide responsible for administering the biosafety regulatory systems
	

	
	1.5
Development and/or implementation of an electronic system for: 

(i) 
handling of notifications and 
	

	
	(ii)
registration of applications and approvals/decisions taken
	

	
	1.6
Organization of training courses and on-the-job training programmes for personnel
	

	Focal area 2: Risk assessment and risk management

Operational objective 2

To enable Parties to evaluate, apply, share and carry out risk assessments and establish local science-based capacities to regulate, manage, monitor and control risks of living modified organisms (LMOs).

	Outcomes

· Resources, including human resources, and the administrative mechanisms required to assess risks of LMOs are available;

· Training materials and technical guidance on risk assessment and risk management developed and used by Parties;

· Infrastructure and administrative mechanisms established for the management of risks of LMOs at national, subregional or regional levels.

	A. Results/Outputs
	B. Planned Activities
	C. Summary of results of activities undertaken, good practices and lessons learned

[Enter text in column C, next to the relevant activity in column B, as appropriate]

	(a) Parties have trained experts in fields relevant for risk assessment and risk management

(b) Guidance on risk assessment and risk management of LMOs readily available and being used by Parties

(c) Local experts conducting risk assessments and/or risk assessment audits as part of decision-making regarding LMOs

(d) Parties submitting risk assessment summaries to the BCH

(e) Baseline data on biodiversity relevant for risk assessment and risk management available

(f) Parties have the necessary infrastructure for risk assessment and risk management

(g) Parties using science-based risk assessment methods

(h) Parties have LMO monitoring programmes based on defined protection goals, risk hypotheses and relevant assessment endpoints
	2.1 Establishment of institutional arrangements (e.g., technical and advisory committees or other arrangements) for conducting or reviewing risk assessments 
	- In Vietnam, the MARD is responsible for managing and regulating the field trial of GMO. The MARD has established committee to review the trial plan and approve trial results. Beside, the MARD also designates qualified organizations to undertake the risk assessment for biodiversity and environment of GM crops, including the Genetics Institute Agriculture; Plant Protection Institute; Nha Ho Cotton Research and Development Institute; Seed Testing Center, Crop Products and Fertilizer in the South.
- The MONRE has formed the National Committee for biosafety to do risk assessment and risk management with the memebers  from MONRE, MARD, Ministry of Health, Ministry of Science and Technology, and other experts in this field.

	(i) 
	2.2 Organization of training‑of‑trainers workshops on risk assessment and risk management
	

	(j) 
	2.3 Development of guidance documents on risk assessment and risk management
	- On 17 November, 2009, the MARD issued Circular No. 72/2009/TT-BNNPTNT the list of species of GM plants are allowed to field trial the risk assessment for biodiversity and environment for the purpose of the plant variety in Vietnam is to include: maize, soybean and cotton.
- On 27 October, 2009, the MARD issued Circular number 69/2009/TT-BNNPTNT regulates on risk Assessment of GM crops to biodiversity and environment.  List of GM crops are including: Corn (Zea mays L.), Cotton (Gossypium spp.) and Soybean [Glycline max (L.) Merrill]

	(k) 
	2.4 Development or strengthening of technical infrastructure for risk assessment and risk management
	For past years, some labs have been improved the infrastructures and equipments. Some labs such as Agricultural Genetics Institute (AGI), Maize Research Institute (MRI), Institute of Biotechnology (IBT)... have sent their staffs abroad to be trained in biotechnology in general and risk management in particular. 

	(l) 
	2.5 Conducting scientific biosafety research relating to LMOs
	MONRE has established a network of experts in areas such as genetics, ecology and agro-biology to participate in the process of risk assessment of GM crops to environment and biodiversity

	(m) 
	2.6 Review of existing data and/or conducting new research to acquire data on biodiversity for specific ecological areas (e.g., botanical files, consensus documents, national inventories, etc.) relevant to risk assessment and risk management
	

	(n) 
	2.7 Establishment and maintenance of user‑friendly databases to facilitate easy access to data on biodiversity relevant for risk assessment and risk management
	

	(o) 
	2.8 Development of LMO monitoring frameworks and programmes, including post-release monitoring of LMOs
	

	(p) 
	2.9 Training of scientists, phytosanitary officers, inspectors and other relevant officials on LMO monitoring, enforcement and emergency response
	

	Focal area 3: Handling, transport, packaging and identification 

Operational objective 3

To develop capacity for handling, transport, packaging and identification of living modified organisms.

	Outcomes

· Customs/border control officials and other officials are able to enforce the Protocol’s requirements related to handling, transport, packaging and identification of LMOs;

· Personnel are trained and equipped for sampling, detection and identification of LMOs. 

	A. Results/Outputs
	B. Planned Activities
	C. Summary of results of activities undertaken, good practices and lessons learned
[Enter text in column C, next to the relevant activity in column B, as appropriate]

	(a) National systems for implementing the Protocol’s requirements on the handling, transport, packaging and identification of LMOs in place and are operational

(b) National systems, including standard operating procedures, for detection and identification of LMOs in place

(c) Local experts able to detect and identify LMOs in shipments

(d) Capacity for verification and certification of documentation accompanying LMO shipments at the points of entry in place

(e) Certified LMO testing facilities established at national and (sub)regional levels

(f) Systems for traceability and labelling of LMOs in place

(g) Regional and subregional networks of laboratories for LMO detection and identification established


	3.1
Establishment of national systems for implementing the Protocol’s requirements on the handling, transport, packaging and identification of LMOs
	- The handling, transport, packaging and identification of LMOs is defined in article 40 and 42 of Decree 69.

- Pursuant to Decree 69, in June 21, 2013 Minister of MONRE promulgated Circular number 13/2013/TT-BTNMT prescribed technical procedures and norms of technical and economic detection of GMO by means qualitative analysis, quantitative deoxyribonucleic acid.

	(h) 
	3.2
Development of national systems to implement international rules and standards for sampling and detection of LMOs to facilitate mutual recognition of LMO identification results within and between countries
	

	(i) 
	3.3
Establishment of mechanisms for auditing the efficacy of the national systems for handling, transport, packaging and identification of LMOs
	

	(j) 
	3.4
Organization of national and (sub)regional training workshops on LMO documentation and identification requirements for customs and border control officials and other relevant stakeholders
	Under the framework of the NBF Project (2006-2010), relevant training courses were organized for customs officers.

	(k) 
	3.5
Development of standardized forms and checklists on identification requirements for use in verification of the documentation accompanying LMO shipments
	

	(l) 
	3.6
Development of methodologies and protocols for sampling and detection of LMOs and/or adapting existing ones
	Having established Vietnam standards on identification of GM crops

	(m) 
	3.7
Organization of trainings for local scientists and laboratory technicians in LMO detection and analysis
	Under the framework of the NBF Project (2006-2010), relevant training courses were organized for officers and experts of institutes

	(n) 
	3.8
Establishment of infrastructure for detection and identification of LMOs, including accredited laboratories
	At present, there are some laboratories in Viet Nam who are capable of identifying and recognizing GM organisms such as: Quatest 3 Laboratory under MOST; The laboratory of the Agricultural Genetics Institute (AGI)  under MARD. They are also involved in the Reference labs network

	(o) 
	3.9
Establishment of (sub)regional networks of laboratories for LMO detection
	

	Focal area 4: Liability and redress

Operational objective 4

To assist Parties to the Protocol to establish and apply rules and procedures on liability and redress for damage resulting from the transboundary movements of living modified organisms, in accordance with the Nagoya – Kuala Lumpur Supplementary Protocol on Liability and Redress.

	Outcomes

· Institutional mechanisms or processes identified or established to facilitate the implementation of the Nagoya – Kuala Lumpur Supplementary Protocol on Liability and Redress.

	A. Results/Outputs
	B. Planned Activities
	C. Summary of results of activities undertaken, good practices and lessons learned
[Enter text in column C, next to the relevant activity in column B, as appropriate]

	(a) Existing national policies, laws and administrative systems identified and used, and/or amended, to implement the Supplementary Protocol requirements

(b) Guidance available and being used by competent authorities in the discharge of their responsibilities under the Supplementary Protocol

(c) National capacity for determining appropriate response measures in the event of damage developed

(d) User-friendly databases/ knowledge management systems in place and being used to establish baselines and to monitor the status of biodiversity

(e) Financial and other support being provided by the GEF, bilateral and multilateral donors and relevant organizations for the ratification and implementation of the Supplementary Protocol

(f) Best practices and lessons learned in the implementation of the Supplementary Protocol available through the BCH
	4.1
Analysis of existing national policies, laws and institutional mechanisms to determine how they address or could address the requirements of the Supplementary Protocol
	After the ratification of Nagoya – Kuala Lumpur Supplementary Protocol, MONRE carried out evaluation of domestic legal documents related the contents of the Protocol, such as:

- Fisheries Law, 2003

- Law on Biodiversity, 2008

- Law on Food Safety, 2010

- Law on Handling Administrative Violations, 2012;

- Law on Environmental Protection, 2014

- Civil Law, 2015

- Criminal Law, 2015

And other documents guiding the implementation of the Laws.

	(g) 
	4.2
Establishment of new, or amendment of existing, domestic legal and administrative frameworks to implement the requirements of the Supplementary Protocol
	At present, MONRE is under progress of studying and proposing the supplementary legal obligations and compensation to the Government's Decree 69.

	(h) 
	4.3
Development of guidance to assist competent authorities in discharging their responsibilities under the Supplementary Protocol
	

	(i) 
	4.4
Organization of training activities to strengthen the scientific and technical capacity of the competent authorities to be able to evaluate damage, establish causal links and determine appropriate response measures
	After the ratification of Nagoya – Kuala Lumpur Supplementary Protocol, MONRE has collaborated with international organizations to organize workshops on international experiences evaluate damage, establish causal links and determine appropriate response measures

	(j) 
	4.5
Establishment of databases and knowledge management systems to facilitate the establishment of baselines and monitoring of the status of biodiversity at genetic, species and ecosystem levels
	

	(k) 
	4.6
Strengthening national capacity to provide for administrative or judicial review of decisions on response measures to be taken by the operator in accordance with Article 5.6 of the Supplementary Protocol
	

	(l) 
	4.7
Compilation and exchange of information on experiences and lessons learned in the implementation of the Supplementary Protocol through the BCH
	

	(m) 
	4.8
Mobilization of financial and other support for ratification and implementation of the Supplementary Protocol
	Vietnam is one of countries implementing the project on “Integrated implementation of the Cartagena Protocol on Biosafety, the Nagoya-Kuala Lumpur Supplementary Protocol on Liability and Redress, and the Convention on Biological Diversity”:
- Fund agency: The Japan Biodiversity Fund (JBF) through SCBD

- Project duration: 2017-2018

	Focal area 5: Public awareness, education and participation 

Operational objective 5 

To enhance capacity at the national, regional and international levels that would facilitate efforts to raise public awareness, and promote education and participation concerning the safe transfer, handling and use of living modified organisms.

	Outcomes

· Parties have access to guidance and training materials on public awareness, education and participation concerning the safe transfer, handling and use of LMOs;

· Parties are enabled to promote and facilitate public awareness, education and participation in biosafety.

	A. Results/Outputs
	B. Planned Activities
	C. Summary of results of activities undertaken, good practices and lessons learned
[Enter text in column C, next to the relevant activity in column B, as appropriate]

	(a) Programmes for promoting public awareness are being implemented

(b) Guidance materials and toolkits including methodologies and best practices for promoting public awareness, and promote education and participation in place and being used by Parties

(c) Improved mechanisms for public awareness, and promote education and participation

(d) Effective implementation of public awareness, and promote education and participation at national, regional and international level 


	5.1      Collection of information on legal frameworks and mechanisms put in place and actual experiences on public awareness, education and participation
	In recent years, MONRE has coordinated with relevant agencies to develop a number of training materials for stakeholders on biosafety for GMO:
- Collaboration with the Vietnam National Television has produced and broadcasted 02 documentary films on biosafety on national television channels;

- Developing and publishing communication products helping to improve awareness of biosafety such as: Frequently Asked Questions about GMOS; a set of 3 books including fundamental knowledge about biosafety, biosafety management and GMOS related risk analysis; Australian Framework of risk analysis

	(e) 
	5.2
Development and dissemination of training packages/online modules, guidance materials and other tools for different target groups
	

	(f) 
	5.3
Organization of regional and national workshops on the implementation of the above guidance/toolkit in order to strengthen or establish national mechanisms for public awareness, education and participation, interlinking with complementary international agreements
	From 25 to 29 March, 2013 in Hanoi, Vietnam, The Ministry of Natural Resources and Environment of Vietnam and the CBD Secretariat co-organized the Asia-Pacific Regional Training Workshop on Public Awareness, Education and Participation concerning the safe transfer, handling and use of LMOs. Participants to the workshop come from Bangladesh, Bhutan, Cambodia, Fiji, Indonesia, South Korea, Laos, Malaysia, Maldives, Mongolia, Pakistan, the Philippines, Thailand, China, Vietnam and Yemen. This one-week long training workshop aims to introduce the participants to relevant concepts, tools, instruments and to discuss strategies for enhancing regional and sub-regional cooperation in implementing the program of work on public awareness, education and participation concerning the safe transfer, handling and use of LMOs. The workshop discussed about raising the understanding of the Nagoya-Kuala Lumpur Supplementary Protocol on Liability and Redress and to explore possible opportunities and challenges relating to its ratification and implementation.

	(g) 
	5.4
Organization of training-of-trainers workshops for biosafety educators, communicators and other government and non-government personnel at national and (sub)regional levels
	

	(h) 
	5.5
Establishment of mechanisms to inform the public about existing opportunities and modalities for participation
	- According to Decree 69, in Vietnam, the information of risk assessment report for human health, animal, environment and biological diversity have to be published via internet website for public comments. The period of public comments are 30 days from the date of information uploading.

- The information relating to GMOs not protected are provided on the biosafety website (Vietnam BCH) of the MONRE and websites of relevant ministries.

	(i) 
	5.6
Establishment of national biosafety websites, searchable databases and national resource centres
	In order to share biosafety information in general, and implement the above mentioned obligation under the CPB and fulfill the tasks designated by the Government, a national Biosafety Clearing House (nBCH) is established by the MONRE from 2006 with address: http://www.antoansinhhoc.vn (Vietnam BCH Portal). nBCH website is considered as a tool to provide official information on biosafety management in Vietnam to stakeholders from agencies, universities, institutes and industries. The Vietnam’s BCH provides following information:

- The system of management agencies.

- The system of documents.

- Procedures for granting license/certificate/confirmation letter.

-  Public comments on assessments on risks of GMOs.

- The list of GMOs granted license of assay/certificates of biosafety/ confirmation of being qualified to be used as food, feed.

- Domestic and international news.

- References for biosafety including: network of experts on biosafety, materials, publications, conferences, workshops

	(j) 
	5.7
Development and implementation of biosafety public-awareness programmes
	In the recent years, after the Law on Biodiversity came into force, ministries and branches have coordinated with national and international organizations to organize training courses and seminars for capacity building and awareness raising on biological safety management of GMO. Along with that, ministries and branches have also published monographs and books to raise awareness about biosafety, as well as collaborate with the television station to conduct specialized reports on the field.

	Focal area 6: Information-sharing

Operational objective 6

To ensure that the BCH is easily accessed by all established stakeholders, in particular in developing countries and countries with economies in transition.

	Outcomes

· Increased access to information in the BCH and sharing of information through the BCH by users in developing countries and countries with economies in transition;

· Tools to facilitate implementation of the Protocol are easily accessible through the BCH;

· Information on the BCH is easily accessible to stakeholders, including the general public.

	A. Results/Outputs
	B. Planned Activities
	C. Summary of results of activities undertaken, good practices and lessons learned

[Enter text in column C, next to the relevant activity in column B, as appropriate]

	(a) Parties able to register mandatory information in the BCH

(b) Parties, non-Parties and other stakeholders are able to post non-mandatory information to the BCH

(c) Improved coordination and sharing of experiences on the BCH at national, (sub)regional, and global levels

(d) Increased awareness and capacity of relevant stakeholders and general public to access information through BCH

(e) National systems set up to gather, manage and upload onto the BCH all the information required under the Protocol
	6.1
Establishment/maintenance of national and regional infrastructure for accessing the BCH
	

	(f) 
	6.2
Development of national and (sub)regional systems for gathering/managing information for submission to the BCH
	In implement the above mentioned obligation under the CPB, the MONRE issued Circular No. 09/2012/TT-BTNMT dated 22 August 2012 stipulating the provision and exchange of information and data on GMO. This Circular provide specific provisions on figures, information and databases on GMOs, the development and management of database on GMOs, posting, providing, exploiting and using information.

	(g) 
	6.3
Creation of national websites using, as appropriate, AJAX and Hermes tools
	

	(h) 
	6.4
Organization of BCH training for specific target groups, using the BCH Regional Advisors’ network
	Several training workshop were organized under the framework of BCH I

	(i) 
	6.5
Enhancement of cooperation between relevant international organizations on the further development and population of the BCH to maximize use of existing resources, experiences and expertise and to minimize duplication of activities
	

	(j) 
	6.6
Organization of training for information management experts on the BCH and putting in place mechanisms to facilitate use of the BCH by various stakeholders
	Training workshops about using BCH were organized. At present, focal points of related ministries and agencies were given IDs to access and update information  on BCH.

	(k) 
	6.7
Establishment of mechanisms to enable countries to monitor the use of the BCH at the national level and to address gaps
	The exploitation and use of information and data on GMO is specified in Article 6 of Circular No. 09/2012/TT-BTNMT dated 22 August 2012 stipulating the provision and exchange of information and data on GMO. 

	(l) 
	6.8
Continuation of the BCH capacity-building projects at national and (sub)regional levels
	After participating in the CPB, Vietnam actively involved with project funded by GEF to improve management of biosafety in Vietnam as in development of National Biosafety Frameworks, BCH project, implementation of National Biosafety Frameworks, global BCH project. Executions of those project is an exciting opportunity for Vietnam to improved management of Biosafety.

	(m) 
	6.9
Enhancement of the BCH coordination mechanism at the national level, including interministerial and interagency collaboration with relevant stakeholders
	Pursuant to Article 44 of Decree 69: 

1. The MONRE shall be focal point on management of GMOs database, and maintain the website of biosafety management for GMO biosafety database (BCH).

2. Ministries manage database on the biosafety of GMOs in line with the responsibilities of their management functions and responsible for exchange information on GMO with the MONRE.

3. A provincial Peoples’ Committees shall manage GMO database in its territory and responsible for exchange information with the MONRE.
Despite the specific regulations in this content, the information provision and exchange among ministries, agencies and localities remain limited

	Focal area 7: Biosafety education and training 

Operational objective 7 

To promote education and training of biosafety professionals through greater coordination and collaboration among academic institutions and relevant organizations.

	Outcomes

· A sustainable pool of biosafety professionals with various competencies available at national/ international levels;

· Improved biosafety education and training programmes;

· Increased exchange of information, training materials and staff and students among academic institutions and relevant organizations.

	A. Results/Outputs
	B. Planned Activities
	C. Summary of results of activities undertaken, good practices and lessons learned
[Enter text in column C, next to the appropriate activity in column B, if applicable]

	(a) Improved identification of training needs and target audiences

(b) Information on the current situation with regard to existing biosafety-related education and training initiatives available

(c) Relevant documentation (including real-life dossiers and full risk assessment reports) made available for biosafety education and education purposes

(d) Compilations of existing biosafety training and education initiatives and trainers are made available

(e) E-learning courses and other distance education and training programs on biosafety are available

(f) Scientific and professional conferences and workshops support exchange of information and experiences

(g) Biosafety regulators continuously trained through on-the-job and off-the-job training programmes
	7.1
Undertaking of periodic training needs assessments to ascertain the demand for biosafety education and training programme, and to identify target audiences
	

	(h) 
	7.2
Development and/or strengthening of biosafety education and training programs at national and (sub)regional levels, including online and continuing education programs
	

	(i) 
	7.3
Exchange of information on existing biosafety education and training courses and programmes through the BCH
	

	(j) 
	7.4
Integration of biosafety into the curricula of existing relevant academic programs and courses
	Biosafety education is being integrated into the curriculums of some majorities such as biotechnology  or Agricultural advanced technology at University and Master Degree level in Viet Nam

	(k) 
	7.5
Establishment of national and (sub)regional coordination mechanisms or networks for institutions involved in biosafety education and training to facilitate the sharing experiences and best practices
	

	(l) 
	7.6
Exchange of biosafety training and research materials among academic institutions
	

	(m) 
	7.7
Development of academic exchange and fellowship programs to facilitate the sharing of expertise, including through North-South and South-South cooperation
	

	(n) 
	7.8
Expansion and maintenance of the database in the BCH on existing biosafety training and education programmes/courses, academic staff/experts on relevant subjects and training materials.
	

	(o) 
	7.9
Strengthening the capacity of existing universities, research institutes and centres of excellence to deliver biosafety education and training
	


