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Summary: The Argentinian scientific community expresses its concerns about control to access 
and excessive regulatory burden on Digital Sequence Information and its negative impact on 
scientific research and on biodiversity conservation. 
 
As members of the Argentinian scientific community, we would like to express our concern 
regarding the upcoming decisions on Digital Sequence Information (DSI) access and benefit 
sharing.  
 
Although well-intended, implementation of the CBD and the Nagoya Protocol has posed 
significant challenges to researchers both in our country and worldwide. By imposing endless 
bureaucratic demands, the regulations derived from these treaties discourage the pursuit of 
biodiversity research and severely restrain international cooperation. Anticipated gains from 
benefit sharing have not been realized yet; in contrast, overly prohibitive regulations are already 
having negative impacts in the generation of the knowledge urgently needed to inform 
conservation and management policies, thus undermining the very objectives these initiatives 
were supporting in the first place: promoting the conservation of biological diversity.  

Genetic and genomic data are key to the understanding of biological diversity. Public repositories 
have played a fundamental role in the advancement of science, particularly for developing 
countries for which access to large scale data contributes to add value to their research. Moreover, 
in many instances, biodiversity-rich nations not only contribute to these databases but also make 
use of them in equal proportions. In particular, characterizing Argentina as a “provider” of 
biodiversity is not only inaccurate, but also dismissive of its long scientific tradition, and seriously 
hampers our ability to keep producing scientific research that is also critical for biological 
conservation and policy making. 
 
We acknowledge the need to recognize indigenous communities and their traditional knowledge 
when applicable, however, it is our opinion that DSI must remain openly accessible. Maintaining 
open access to DSI and benefit-sharing are not necessarily mutually exclusive and can even 
become reinforcing objectives. Our recommendation to policymakers is to pursue multilateral 
options supplemented by international scientific cooperation: 
 
From our perspective, a sustainable DSI system should be:  
 
1. Multilateral and decoupled. Benefit-sharing for DSI must be multilateral rather than bilateral 
and decoupled from access to DSI, emphasizing the non-monetary benefits of the research.  
 



2. Universal. Biodiversity monitoring as well as many scientific questions can only be answered by 
analyzing DSI from multiple countries or outside of national jurisdictions. From a scientific 
perspective, a “universal DSI solution” is needed which harmonizes ABS arrangements for DSI 
under the Convention on Biological Diversity and all other relevant international policy fora 
(terrestrial, marine, plant, pathogen, etc.). Coordination at the highest level is necessary to avoid 
excessive regulatory burden and create a level playing field for compliance. 
 
3. Focused on Biodiversity. DSI policy must support biodiversity research and global biodiversity 
targets. DSI policy should incentivize rather than complicate the generation of biodiversity data 
and directly support the goals of the post-2020 Global Biodiversity Framework (GBF) and the 
SDGs. 
 

We strongly believe that exchange between scientific and policy experts is essential to avoid 
unintended consequences. We hope that these suggestions will contribute to create a regulatory 
environment conducive to advancing biodiversity science. 
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