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	General Comments

	The plant conservation community has demonstrated a high level of commitment to the implementation of the CBD’s Strategic Plan for Biodiversity. Up to the end of 2020, this activity has been guided, coordinated and stimulated by the Global Strategy for Plant Conservation (GSPC) which has been implemented as part of the CBD’s Strategic plan.  There is strong support amongst the plant community for the GSPC to continue beyond 2020 and for this to be fully aligned with the Global Biodiversity Framework.  Representing the Global Partnership for Plant Conservation, here we are proposing a number of plant-specific elements for inclusion in the GBF which would provide important linkages with a post-2020 GSPC. 

	

	Specific Comments

	Table
	Page
	Column letter
	Row number
	Comment

	2
	8
	A
	1
	We suggest an additional component for this target as follows: “Coverage and extent of spatial planning including conservation of plant species diversity”

	2
	8
	B
	1
	We propose the above component would be monitored by “Trends in the number of plant species included in spatial prioritization and sectoral plans”

	2
	8
	C
	2
	An additional indicator could be “Number of countries using ecosystem-based approaches to managing natural vegetation (SDG indicator 15.1.2)”

	2
	9
	A
	24
	We suggest an additional monitoring element as: “Trend in the % of degraded ecosystems that are being restored using appropriate native plant species, including species of conservation concern” 

	2
	9
	C
	24
	Additional indicators are proposed: 

“Number of ecosystem strategies, projects and proportion of land area being restored with native species.”
“Number of native plant species available to support ecosystem restoration projects.”

	2
	11
	B
	39
	We suggest an additional monitoring element: “Trends in the number of important plant areas (IPAs) that are adequately protected for plant conservation”

	2
	11
	C
	39
	An additional indicator is proposed “Number of IPAs identified and listed in IPA database”  This database is maintained by Plantlife and can be seen here: http://www.plantlifeipa.org/home

	2
	12
	C
	53
	The proposed indicator “The Red List Index” does not measure ex situ action. We therefore propose an alternative indicator for measuring trends in ex situ conservation measures: 
“Proportion and number of threatened plant species held in ex situ conservation collections and available for reintroduction/restoration” This can be measured using BGCI’s PlantSearch database which includes records for plants in ex situ collections and seedbanks of botanic gardens around the world

	2
	12
	D
	53
	PlantSearch data are available from 2007 and have been continuously updated since.  

	2
	12
	B
	54
	We suggest an additional monitoring element:
“Trends in the number of known threatened wild plant species that are effectively conserved and managed in situ and ex situ, including viable populations of these species”
“Trends in the number of critically endangered plant species that have been included in species recovery plans or conservation-focused national spatial planning.”

	2
	12
	C
	54
	We propose an additional indicator which would measure the elements proposed above. This is BGCI’s conservation tracking tool which is presently under development and will track on-going in situ and ex situ conservation efforts for (initially) threatened trees and other selected plant taxa. 

	2
	13
	C
	58
	An additional indicator is suggested: “The proportion of plants threatened by international trade with management interventions in place to promote sustainable trade.”

	2
	13
	C
	59
	Additional proposed indicator is: 

“Volumes of plant based products from number of different countries sold under sustainable management regimes (such as FairWild).”


	2
	13
	C
	61
	Additional proposed indicator “Measurements of decline in illegal trade on endangered plant species and volume of customs seizures.”


	2
	13
	C
	64
	Additional proposed indicator “Measurements of public awareness of illegal trade in endangered plant species and capacity of customs

	2
	15
	B
	80
	Additional monitoring element: “Trends in reducing the impact of invasive species in areas important for plant diversity”

	2
	16
	B
	97
	An additional monitoring element: “Trends in the areas planted for carbon sequestration to help mitigate climate change, that are utilizing appropriate indigenous plant species”

	2
	19
	B
	114
	An additional monitoring element “Trends in % of socio-economically important wild plant species that are conserved ex situ, and viable populations effectively conserved and managed in situ”

	2
	19
	C
	114
	A proposed indicator to measure the monitoring element above is: 

“Number of socio-economically important wild plant species conserved ex situ”. This can be measured using BGCI’s PlantSearch database. 

	2
	21
	B
	130
	An additional monitoring element: “Trends in number of watershed restoration projects that incorporate diverse native plant use.” 

	2
	21
	B
	132
	Additional monitoring element: “Trends in number of countries /urban centres that have maintained, developed, designated or protected biodiversity-rich green spaces in urban areas that are accessible to all.”

	2
	22
	C
	132
	Proposed additional indicators: 

“Number of annual visitors to nature reserves, national parks, botanic gardens and other protected areas within easy reach of each country’s urban centers.” 

“Number of countries with botanic gardens or arboreta established in major urban centers.”  This can be measured using BGCI’s GardenSearch database: https://tools.bgci.org/garden_search.php 
“% of the world's major cities that have a development strategy that includes urban greening, biodiversity conservation programmes and community gardening.”


	2
	22
	B
	133
	We suggest an additional monitoring element: 

“Trends in diversity of species and varieties used in plant-based foods and included in agricultural systems”

	2
	34
	B
	208
	We propose an additional monitoring element:

“Trends in the reduction of incentives and subsidies, including afforestation, restoration and carbon sequestration incentives, that are harmful to wild plant diversity” 

	2
	34
	B
	211
	We propose an additional monitoring element:

“Trends in the number of countries that have the capacities, institutions, networks, resources and public engagement necessary to implement their plant conservation priorities and actions”

	2
	36
	C
	223
	Proposed indicators: 

“Number of specific training and education programmes in plant taxonomy and related biodiversity information technology”


	2
	36
	C
	225
	“Numbers of institutions and organisations involved in implementing plant conservation programmes and membership of plant conservation networks”

	2
	36
	B
	226
	We propose an additional monitoring element:

“Trends in number of countries that have access to comprehensive and authoritative global and national expertise, and online information systems, documentation and inventories of their floras and natural habitats” 

	2
	36
	C
	226
	Additional indicators:

“The proportion of described plants included in a scientifically verified and up-to-date online flora (World Flora Online). and national plant information systems, including number of new plant species discovered and described.” Information available from the World Flora Online portal: http://worldfloraonline.org/
“Number of countries with access to comprehensive and scientifically verified national plant information.”

	2
	36
	D
	226
	WFO - 2012-2019. Updating – continuous 

	2
	37
	B
	229
	We propose an additional monitoring elements:

“Proportion of plant species that have been assessed for their extinction risk and conservation status” 
“Trends in the number of countries that have identified their important areas for plant diversity to be protected”

	2
	37
	C
	229
	Monitoring elements proposed above can be measured by the following indicators:
“Number of threatened species recorded in BGCI’s ThreatSearch database”: https://tools.bgci.org/threat_search.php
“Number of IPAs recorded in Plantlife’s IPA database”: http://www.plantlifeipa.org/home

	2
	37
	D
	229
	BGCI’s ThreatSearch database was launched in 2016 and is continuously updated. See also: Bachman, S.P., Nic Lughadha, E.M. and Rivers, M.C., 2018. Quantifying progress toward a conservation assessment for all plants. Conservation Biology, 32(3), pp.516-524.

	2
	38
	B
	238
	We propose an additional monitoring element:

“Number of studies completed on plant related traditional knowledge, innovations and practices of indigenous and local communities”.

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	Additional rows can be added to this table by selecting “Table” followed by “insert” and “rows below”


Comments should be sent by e-mail to secretariat@cbd.int no later than 25 July 2020.
