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	General comments

	Syrian Arab Republic laments the absence of scientific considerations specifically related to the ocean in this document. This is especially true under Target 2, and Syrian Arab Republic calls for the addition of new text laying out the scientific evidence for the protection and conservation of a minimum of at least 30% of the global ocean. This absence is particularly notable given the breadth of helpful information collected at the Thematic Workshop on Marine and Coastal Biodiversity for the Post-2020 Global Biodiversity Framework on Nov 13-15, 2019 (report link) which Syria participated in it. 

In the report’s summary of the discussions under the section titled “Important Marine Ecosystems,” the following is noted: 
· “Identification and management of 30% of ecosystems as part of a network(s) of protected areas that are well-managed, well-connected (representative, coherent and functional);” 
· “Protect 30% of marine areas as intact and functional natural ecosystems (in line with IUCN Resolution 50, which calls for highly protecting 30% of each marine habitat by 2030)”

Under the section titled “Potential target elements/language”, the report notes:
· “Increase ambition to 30% or 50% of ecosystems restored”

 Under the section titled “Percentage targets,” the report notes: 
· “Target needs wording needs to include "at least 30% land and sea by 2030", in line with 2016 IUCN Resolution” 

Our recommendations included below under “Specific comments” capture some of the latest scientific evidence is support of protecting and conserving at least 30% of the global ocean by 2030. It is critical to note that the “at least 30%” target was developed and agreed at the International Union for Conservation of Nature (IUCN) World Parks Congress in Sydney, Australia, in 2014. This is now seven years ago and since then we have learned much more about the scale and nature of the impacts and challenges that we face. In fact, the latest scientific analysis shows that at least 30% is now the barest minimum needed to properly protect the ocean (Woodley et al., 2019) (Laffoley et al., 2020).


	Also, noting that we are unlikely to have an opportunity to weigh in on the revised text of the GBF draft monitoring framework prior to its discussion at the formal SBTTA 24, 

	We propose two headline targets because it is evident that while protected and conserved area coverage was the most popular approach to measuring the success of Aichi 11, Addendum 2 rightfully points out that “the importance of focusing on biodiversity outcomes rather than spatial area is emphasized; an increase in coverage alone will not be sufficient.”

	

	Specific comments

	Page 
	Paragraph
	Comment

	13
	56 
	Recommend that the paragraph read as follows:

Many recent proposals converge on protecting at least 30 % of the land surface and at least 30% of the global ocean by 2030,[footnoteRef:1] with the possibility of higher targets established subsequently.[footnoteRef:2] In fact, some research suggests approximately 41% of the ocean needs to be effectively managed and conserved through a combination of site-based actions and broad policy responses to achieve global conservation and sustainable development agendas,[footnoteRef:3] with some suggesting the figure should be even higher.[footnoteRef:4]  [1:  Bethan C. O'Leary et al., "Effective Coverage Targets for Ocean Protection," Conservation Letters 9, no. 6 (2016). https://www.researchgate.net/publication/299361805_Effective_coverage_targets_for_ocean_protection_Running_Title_Effective_targets_for_ocean_protection; Stephen Woodley et al., "A Review of Evidence for Area-Based Conservation Targets for the Post-2020 Global Biodiversity Framework," International Union for Conservation of Nature, Parks Vol 25.2, 2019. https://parksjournal.com/wp-content/uploads/2019/12/PARKS-25.2-Woodley-et-al-10.2305-IUCN.CH_.2019.PARKS-25-2SW2.en_.pdf; Jones et al., “Area Requirements to Safeguard Earth’s Marine Species”, One Earth 2, 188–196, pg. 188 (2020). https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S2590332220300439]  [2:  Dinerstein, et al (2019), Op. cit.; Visconti et al (2019). Protected area targets post-2020. Science. 364. eaav6886. https://doi.org/10.1126/science.aav6886; IUCN (2016). Increasing marine protected area coverage for effective marine biodiversity conservation. https://portals.iucn.org/library/sites/library/files/resrecfiles/WCC_2016_RES_050_EN.pdf;  Laffoley, D, Baxter, JM, Amon, DJ, et al. Evolving the narrative for protecting a rapidly changing ocean, post‐COVID‐19. Aquatic Conserv: Mar Freshw Ecosyst. 2020; 1– 23. https://doi.org/10.1002/aqc.3512. ]  [3:  Jones et al., “Area Requirements to Safeguard Earth’s Marine Species”, One Earth 2, 188–196, pg. 188 (2020). https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S2590332220300439]  [4:  Wilson, E.O. Half-Earth: Our Planet's Fight for Life. W. W. Norton & Company, 2016. https://www.amazon.com/Half-Earth-Our-Planets-Fight-Life/dp/1631492527. ] 

[bookmark: _GoBack]Given future scenarios for land-use and sea-use change and taking into account the potential for other effective area based conservation measures, such a target of at least 30% is likely feasible.[footnoteRef:5] However, the importance of focusing on biodiversity outcomes rather than spatial area is emphasized; an increase in coverage alone will not be sufficient.[footnoteRef:6] Also, to ensure provision of ecosystem services and to maintain integrity of planetary ecological processes, natural ecosystems need to be maintained and restored beyond protected areas and biodiversity also needs to be nurtured in managed ecosystems . [5:  Immovilli and Kok (2020). Narratives for the ‘Half earth’ and ‘Sharing the planet’ scenarios. A literature review, PBL Netherlands Environmental Assessment Agency, The Hague, PBL publication number 4226. https://www.pbl.nl/en/publications/narratives-for-the-%E2%80%9Chalf-earth%E2%80%9D-and-%E2%80%9Csharing-the-planet%E2%80%9D-scenarios; Leclère et al (2020) Bending the curve of terrestrial biodiversity needs an integrated strategy. Nature https://doi.org/10.1038/s41586-020-2705-y]  [6:  Maxell et al (2020) Area-based conservation in the 21st century. Nature, volume 586, pages 217–227. https://doi.org/10.1038/s41586-020-2773-z; Pimm et al (2018) How to protect half of Earth to ensure it protects sufficient biodiversity Science Advances.  4 (8). https://doi.org/10.1126/sciadv.aat2616] 
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