
Guidelines and template for the review of the draft monitoring framework for the post-2020 global biodiversity framework
I. Background
1. The second meeting of the Open-ended Working Group
 on the Post-2020 Global Biodiversity Framework invited the Subsidiary Body on Scientific, Technical and Technological Advice at its twenty-fourth meeting to, among other things, carry out a scientific and technical review of the updated goals and targets, and related indicators and baselines, of the draft global biodiversity framework. Under agenda item 3 the Subsidiary Body will consider this issue. 

2. Tables 1 and 2, presents a draft monitoring framework for the 2050 Goals and the 2030 targets respectively. These tables are being made available for the purposes of peer review. In both tables’ interim formulations of the proposed 2050 goals and milestones and the 2030 targets are provided for context. Review comments are not being sought on these parts of the post-2020 global biodiversity framework at this time. Column A of the tables provides draft components of the goals and targets. Columns B and C of the tables provide draft monitoring elements and indicators to be used at the global level to monitor progress in the implementation of the post-2020 global biodiversity framework. Further column D provides information on the period baseline data is available for the indicator and on the frequency that the indicator is updated where known. Review comments are being sought on columns A, B, C and D only. 
II. Submitting Comments
1. To ensure that your comments are given due consideration, please send them by e-mail to secretariat@cbd.int, at your earliest convenience but no later than 25 July 2020
2.   When submitting comments, please adhere to the following guidelines as much as possible:

a. Please provide all comments in writing and in an MS Word or similar document format using the table provided below. 

b. Please provide full contact information for the individual/Government/organization submitting the comments. 

c. Please avoid commenting on issues related to grammar, spelling, or punctuation, unless it affects the overall meaning of the text, as the document will be edited as the final draft is prepared. 

d. To facilitate the revision process please be as specific as possible in your comments. In areas where you feel additional or alternative text or information is required, please suggest, if possible, what this text may look like or what should be included.

e. If you refer to additional sources of information, please include these with your comments when possible or provide a complete reference or hyperlink.  

f. Please focus your comments on columns A (components the draft goals and targets), B (monitoring elements), C (indicators) and D (indicator baseline year and frequency of updates) of tables 1 and 2. 

g. If you are suggestion the inclusion of additional indicators please provide information on if the indicator is currently operational, the organization supporting its development, its baseline (i.e. the year data is first available) and how frequently the indicator is updated (i.e. monthly, yearly, every two years etc.). 
h. All review comments will be posted on the webpage
 for the post-2020 global biodiversity framework in the interests of transparency
3. Should you have any questions regarding the review process, please contact secretariat@cbd.int.  

III. Template for Comments
4. Please use the review template below when providing comments. 
5. The complete draft of the monitoring framework has been released in a portable document format (PDF). For tables 1, 2 and 3 column letters and row numbers have been provided as well as page numbers. Please use these as a reference as illustrated in the table below. General comments can be included in the table by referring to Page 0 and Line 0.

TEMPLATE FOR COMMENTS

	Review comments on the draft monitoring framework for the post-2020 global biodiversity framework

	Contact information

	Surname:
	Shah

	Given Name:
	Reena

	Government (if applicable): 
	

	Organization:
	United Nations Statistics Division, Environment Statistics Section

	Address:  
	United Nations, New York, NY 10017

	City:
	New York

	Country:
	United States

	E-mail:
	shahr@un.org 

	General Comments

	The Environment Statistics Section of UNSD very much welcomes this draft monitoring framework for the post-2020 global biodiversity framework. In our view, the proposed draft framework is more comprehensive in scope and more up-to-date than any existing statistical guidance on biodiversity statistics and extends even beyond this area to illustrate linkages to policy relevance.

While it is very important to link the goals, milestones and indicators for optimal monitoring of the framework we have a few suggestions for further work.

Several of the proposed monitoring elements (Column B) and indicators (Column C) are not clear, applicable or measurable. Column C also has a mixture of indicators and statistics. In some cases, the match between a monitoring element and an indicator is not close (please see the first specific comment in the table below). In addition, in many other cases there are no matching indicators at all.  Therefore, the framework would benefit more if it is completed and consolidated, and the monitoring elements and indicators revised to ensure a closer match. 
Once the final selection of the indicators is completed, we would like to suggest that Column B (monitoring elements) be renamed to “statistics”, which would contain the underlying statistics needed to produce the indicator.  This would be more transparent as it would illustrate all the information needed to produce the indicator, as in the third specific comment in the table below.
In the process of revising the framework, we would like to recommend that existing official guidance on environmental indicators and statistics be consulted and applied to the extent/detail possible, including the underlying metadata (in addition to the SDGs). In particular we would like to recommend the Framework for the Development of Environment Statistics (FDES 2013, https://unstats.un.org/unsd/envstats/fdes.cshtml) and its Basic Set of Environment Statistics (BSES, https://unstats.un.org/unsd/envstats/fdes/basicset.cshtml). The Sendai Framework for Disaster Risk Reduction (https://www.undrr.org/publication/sendai-framework-disaster-risk-reduction-2015-2030) can also be referenced where applicable.  
We reviewed the draft framework and compared it with the above mentioned BSES. There are numerous instances where the basic statistics may be applied to inform the proposed monitoring elements and/or indicators (please see the second specific comment in the table below). On the other hand we also identified that for a number of the Tier 1 statistics included in the BSES there is no corresponding monitoring element or indicator included in the biodiversity framework, e.g. coral bleaching, phosphorus, erosion, desertification, timber, crops, fertilizers, livestock. Undoubtedly, all these themes have close relations with biodiversity. 
Another gap in our review is that climate change impacts on biodiversity are not addressed in this framework. Furthermore, based on UNSD’s ongoing work on the development of the Global Set of Climate Change Statistics and Indicators (https://unstats.un.org/unsd/envstats/climatechange.cshtml) as mandated by the Statistical Commission in 2016, it has proven useful to separate the indicators from the statistics to promote clarity and transparency. The draft Global Set of Climate Change Statistics and Indicators is similarly comprehensive and contains biodiversity-related indicators which would be important to harmonize with the biodiversity framework to ensure consistency.
UNSD has also developed a correspondence matrix linking the SDGs and the BSES to illustrate definitively what are the statistics needed to compile the environmentally-related SDG indicators (https://unstats.un.org/unsd/envstats/fdes/SDGsInd_BasicSetMatrix.pdf). 
UNSD would be very pleased to continue to work with CBD on this initiative given our experience in environment statistics and climate change statistics. Please let us know how and when we can contribute as we would also appreciate having the BSES and the FDES, as well as the draft Global Set of  Climate Change Statistics and Indicators, well featured in the work on the biodiversity monitoring framework.


	Specific Comments

	Table
	Page
	Column letter
	Row number
	Comment

	1
	10
	B and C
	26, 27 and 29
	The relation between the proposed monitoring elements and indicators is not close, since ‘restoration’ is not explicitly addressed in the proposed indicators.

	1
	6
	B
	55
	The proposed monitoring element ‘Trends in regulation of air quality’ does not have any indicator. Once an indicator is identified it can be informed by the FDES statistics included in Topic ‘1.3.1 Air quality’ for which also a methodology sheet was developed and published online as part of the Manual on the Basic Set of Environment Statistics:  https://unstats.un.org/unsd/environment/FDES/MS%201.3.1%20Air%20Quality%20Statistics.pdf 

	1
	16
	C
	89
	The proposed indicator ‘Index of coastal eutrophication and floating plastic debris density (SDG indicator 14.1.1) can be informed by the following BSES statistics: 
1.3.3.a. Nutrients and chlorophyll

1.3.3.a.1. Concentration level of nitrogen

1.3.3.a.2. Concentration level of phosphorous

1.3.3.h. Plastic waste and other marine debris

1.3.3.h.1. Amount of plastic waste and other debris in marine waters

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	Additional rows can be added to this table by selecting “Table” followed by “insert” and “rows below”


Comments should be sent by e-mail to secretariat@cbd.int no later than 25 July 2020.
� � HYPERLINK "https://www.cbd.int/doc/recommendations/wg2020-02/wg2020-02-rec-01-en.pdf" ��CBD/WG2020/REC/2/1�


� � HYPERLINK "https://www.cbd.int/conferences/post2020" �https://www.cbd.int/conferences/post2020�





