Template for the review of the draft information document CBD/SBSTTA/24/INF/21
 on detailed scientific and technical information to support the review of the proposed goals and targets in the updated zero draft of the post-2020 global biodiversity framework

TEMPLATE FOR COMMENTS

	Contact information

	Surname:
	Nolan

	Given Name:
	Tony

	Government (if applicable): 
	

	Organization:
	Liverpool School of Tropical Medicine

	Address:  
	Pembroke Place, London Road, L3 5QA


	City:
	Liverpool 

	Country:
	United Kingdom

	E-mail:
	tony.nolan@lstmed.ac.uk

	General comments

	

	Specific comments

	Page 
	Paragraph
	Comment

	40
	139C
	It is important to give context for the use of insecticides in the control of vectors of human and animal disease. In the case of malaria, control of its mosquito has been responsible for nearly all the historical gains in reducing the malaria burden. Most recently, the halving of the malaria burden this millennium is largely due to the use of insecticide-treated nets, a fact explicitly acknowledged by the WHO, which stresses the need for alternative control approaches, including genetic control of populations. Currently this context is missing from this section of the document. 


	75
	Target 16
	It must surely be a pre-requisite to also consider potential benefits, and their scale, and not just risks per se. 

	75
	251
	We welcome the text proposition “provisions to facilitate access to environmentally safe biotechnologies for the conservation and sustainable use of biodiversity” but would welcome the promotion of innovation and research in this field as the challenge is not only for some parties to “access” those biotechnologies but for those to be developed, evaluated, and then implemented. The need for innovation is widely accepted, and as pointed in the recent IUCN report on synthetic biology and conservation[footnoteRef:1], additional research is needed in this field to better understand the potential opportunities and risks.  [1:  https://portals.iucn.org/library/node/48408 ] 


	76
	255
	Again the wording here only emphasizes “potential adverse impacts”  - these cannot and should not be considered in isolation from a proper appraisal of the potential benefits. To not do so is to be inconsistent with, and at odds with, the existing CBD decision text.

	76
	260
	Capacity building had a strong emphasis during the informal SBSTTA as well as in the report on the Cartagena Protocol implementation. Capacity building, and support in this aspect, should be integrated when designing and considering a monitoring framework.

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	



Comments should be sent by e-mail to secretariat@cbd.int by 23 April 2021. Please note that review comments previously sent on document CBD/SBSTTA/24/3/Add.2 will be considered in the revision of this document and there is no need to resend comments already submitted.

