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Suggested recommendations 

The Subsidiary Body on Scientific Technical and Technological Advice (SBSTTA) may wish to make a 
recommendation along the following lines, that it: 

1. Welcomes the contribution to implementation of the Strategic Plan for Biodiversity 2011-2020  
prepared by the International Secretariat of the Working Group of the Arctic Council on the 
Conservation of Arctic Flora and Fauna (CAFF); 

2. Encourages the continued collaboration between the Convention on Biological Diversity and CAFF 
with regard to monitoring and assessments of status and trends in, and threats to, Arctic 
biodiversity. 

3. Invites CAFF to contribute towards implementation of the post-2020 framework and continue to 
provide reports on monitoring and assessments of status and trends in, and threats to, Arctic 
biodiversity. 

Introduction 

In decision XI/6 on cooperation with other conventions, international organizations, and initiatives, part 
D, collaboration on Arctic biodiversity, the Conference of the Parties to the Convention on Biological 
Diversity proposed steps to cooperate with the Arctic Council working group on the Conservation of 
Arctic Flora and Fauna (CAFF) in the implementation of the Strategic Plan for Biodiversity 2011-2020. The 
current document provides an update from CAFF and contains suggestions for cooperation toward the 
development and implementation of a new Strategic Plan. 

CAFF has a Resolution of Cooperation with the CBD which provides a platform to inform the CBD on the 
status and trends of Arctic biodiversity. In 2011 CAFF submitted a report on Arctic Biodiversity to SBSTTA  
as a reply to the recognition by the Conference of the Parties (decision X/13) of Arctic biodiversity as a 
new and emerging issue and invitation to the Arctic Council to provide relevant information and 
assessments of Arctic biodiversity, in particular information generated through the CBMP. See Annex A 
for other COP decisions on Arctic biodiversity. 

https://www.cbd.int/decision/cop/default.shtml?id=13167
https://caff.is/administrative-series/296-resolution-of-cooperation-between-caff-and-the-convention-of-biological-diversit/download
https://www.cbd.int/doc/meetings/sbstta/sbstta-15/official/sbstta-15-14-en.pdf
https://www.cbd.int/decision/cop/?id=12279
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Accompanying this report is the following package of documents providing the outcomes from CAFF 
monitoring and assessment activities which report on the Status and Trends of Arctic biodiversity and 
contribute towards achieving the Sustainable Development Goals (SDG) and Aichi Targets: 

• Arctic Biodiversity Assessment (ABA) 

• Actions for Arctic Biodiversity 2013-2021: implementation plan for the ABA recommendations 

• State of the Arctic Marine Biodiversity report; and report for policy makers 

• State of the Arctic Freshwater Biodiversity report; and report for policy makers 

• Arctic Migratory Birds Initiative (AMBI) 2019-2023 Workplan 

• Circumpolar Biodiversity Monitoring Programme (CBMP) Strategic plan 2018-2021 

• Progress reports on implementation of the ABA and CBMP 

Arctic Biodiversity: status and trends 

In 2013 CAFF released the Arctic Biodiversity Assessment (ABA), consisting of a full scientific report on the 
status and trends for Arctic biodiversity; a report containing the best available science informed by 
Traditional  Knowledge (TK) on the status and trends of Arctic biodiversity; a scientific synthesis and a 
summary for policy makers, containing key findings and policy recommendations.  

The assessment explored the potentially dramatic consequences of climate change and other factors that 
adversely affect species and their habitats in the Arctic, providing critical information to policy makers. 
The ABA provided a much-needed description of the state of biodiversity in the Arctic and created a 
baseline for use in global and regional assessments of Arctic biodiversity to inform and guide future work. 
It identified gaps in the data record; described key mechanisms driving change; and presented science-
based suggestions for action on addressing major pressures on Arctic biodiversity. 

The ABA found that large tracts of the Arctic remain relatively undisturbed, providing a unique 
opportunity for proactive action that can minimize or even prevent future problems that would be costly, 
or impossible, to reverse. An overview of the key findings and policy recommendations is given in 
Annexes B and C.  

Building upon the baseline created by the ABA and ensure it is kept up-to-date CAFF through its 
Circumpolar Biodiversity Monitoring Program (CBMP www.cbmp.is) is implementing a series of four 
ecosystem-based biodiversity monitoring plans (Marine 2009, Freshwater 2012, Terrestrial 2014 and 
Coastal 2019). These plans are agreements across Arctic States to compile, harmonize and compare 
results from existing Arctic marine biodiversity and ecosystem monitoring efforts, across nations and 
oceans. Each plan identifies key elements, called Focal Ecosystem Components (FECs) where changes in 
FECs status likely indicate changes in the overall environment.  

The first outcomes from implementation of these plans are a series of State of Arctic Biodiversity 
ecosystem reports (Marine 2017; Freshwater; 2019; Terrestrial scheduled for 2020; and Coastal under 
development) which synthesize the: state of knowledge about biodiversity in each ecosystem; detectable 
changes, and important gaps in our ability to assess state and trends in biodiversity FECs. By compiling 
available information, they provide important steps to identify knowledge gaps in circumpolar 
biodiversity monitoring efforts. This work is coordinated under CAFFs CBMP which is a network of 
scientists and TK holders, governments, Indigenous organizations and conservation groups working to 
harmonize and integrate efforts to monitor the Arctic’s living resources. See Annex D for an overview of 
key findings from the State of the Arctic Freshwater and Marine Biodiversity Reports. 

http://www.cbmp.is/
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Action Plan for Arctic Biodiversity 

The Arctic Council ministers agreed to implement the 17 recommendations articulated in the ABA, Report 
for Policy Makers. At the April 2015 Arctic Council Ministerial meeting, the Arctic states were presented 
with an 8-year implementation plan Actions for Biodiversity 2013–2021, (CAFF 2015), an action plan that 
has been informed by discussions with Arctic Council States, indigenous organizations, observer 
organizations, and States. Actions for Biodiversity 2013–2021 is the framework guiding how the Arctic 
Council biodiversity addresses biodiversity issues. It is a living document and ongoing evaluation of 
progress guides adjustments in the suite of implementation actions over the lifetime of the plan to 
achieve greater impact, to meet new challenges, and to take advantage of opportunities that arise. 

Implementing the Action Plan requires a combination of building on existing efforts, embarking in new 
directions, and developing specific projects to fill gaps. Implementation is building on a solid framework 
of established CAFF activities, including the CBMP;  Arctic Biodiversity Data Service (ABDS, www.abds.is); 
and the Arctic Migratory Bird Initiative (AMBI, www.ambi.is). It also builds on relevant initiatives led by 
the Arctic Council and initiatives of international biodiversity conventions and organizations, in particular 
the Convention on Biological Diversity (CBD). 

The numbers of organisations and non-Arctic states engaged in tasks identified in the Action Plan has 
grown significantly. For example, in the Arctic Migratory Bird Initiative (AMBI) over 70 organizations, 
including governments, academia, industry and NGOs, from 20 non-Arctic states have been engaged, 
ranging from attending meetings, hosting meetings, sitting on project flyway committees and providing 
resources.  

A final report, including recommendations for follow-up, will be delivered for the 12th Arctic Council 
Ministerial Meeting in 2021. Work is underway to deliver a new Action plan for the post2020 period and 
will be delivered in 2021. 

 Aichi Targets and SDGs in an Arctic context 
The 17 ABA recommendations and CAFF activities have been mapped against the Aichi Targets and SDGs 
to demonstrate how they may support implementation of Agenda 2030: CAFF activities relate most 
directly to Goals 14, 15 and 17 as well as several targets within goals 6, 11, 12, and 13. They also relate to 
most of the Aichi Targets (Annex E). 

CAFF has a number of ongoing efforts that may contribute to implementation of these in the Arctic and 
could help track progress through, for example:  

• Facilitating partnerships between Arctic states, indigenous organisations, the private sector and 
civil society to address the conservation of Arctic biodiversity, thereby helping to promote 
practices that promote the sustainable use of the Arctic’s living resources;  

• Providing a means to inform evaluations of progress towards achieving SDGs in the Arctic; and  

• Providing access to biodiversity data through the Arctic Biodiversity Data Service (ABDS) to ensure 
collaboration and cooperation. 

The following are examples of how CAFF activities contributes towards implementation of specific SDGs. 

• ECOSYSTEM HEALTH [SDG 14, 15]:  Evaluating progress towards achieving SDGs in the Arctic 
requires understanding the current status and trends of Arctic biodiversity. CAFF through its 
CBMP, coordinates circumpolar efforts to monitor and report on the state of Arctic biodiversity. 
The CBMP has identified key components of the Arctic´s terrestrial, marine, freshwater and 

http://www.abds.is/
http://www.ambi.is/
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coastal ecosystems that may indicate significant change and provides the means to assess the 
health of Arctic ecosystems. This is necessary to track progress towards achieving SDGs across the 
Arctic. 

• PARTNERSHIPS [SDG 17]: Ensuring effective partnerships between governments, the private 
sector and civil society is key to achieving progress towards the SDGs. The Arctic Biodiversity 
Congresses (2014 and 2018) are examples of how CAFF is working to promote the conservation 
and sustainable use of Arctic biodiversity through facilitating dialogue and cooperation between 
scientists, Indigenous peoples, policy makers, government officials, industry, students, and civil 
society. For example, CAFF is focusing on mainstreaming biodiversity, to strengthen and develop 
the incorporation of biodiversity provisions into the work of relevant partners, particularly the 
mining industry. CAFF is also working to engage youth from around the world to raise awareness 
about the Arctic, share knowledge and encourage and promote effective conservation and 
sustainable development across the Arctic. 

Post-2020 framework  

CAFF serves an important role as a vehicle to cooperate on species and habitat management and 
utilization, to share information on management techniques and regulatory regimes, and to facilitate 
more knowledgeable decision-making. It provides a mechanism to develop common responses on issues 
of importance for the Arctic ecosystem such as development and economic pressures, conservation 
opportunities and political commitments. Given this role CAFF can contribute to the Post-2020 
framework through: 

• Contributing to how new targets and goals might reflect Arctic biodiversity;  

• Helping report on the new framework; and 

 

Annex A: References to the Arctic and Arctic Council in COP Decisions 

COP14, 2018  
14/5. Biodiversity and climate change:  

Recognizing that, limiting the global average temperature increase to 1.5°C compared to 2°C above pre-
industrial levels would reduce the negative impacts on biodiversity and on the people that depend on 
ecosystem functions and services, especially indigenous peoples and local communities and rural women, 
especially in the most vulnerable ecosystems, such as wetlands, small islands, and coastal, marine and 
Arctic ecosystems,  

1. Adopts the voluntary guidelines for the design and effective implementation of ecosystem-based 
approaches to climate change adaptation and disaster risk reduction, contained in the annex to 
the present decision; 

2. Encourages Parties, other Governments and relevant organizations, taking into account domestic 
priorities, circumstances and capabilities, to make use of the voluntary guidelines, in line with the 
ecosystem approach, when designing and implementing ecosystem-based approaches to climate 
change adaptation and disaster risk reduction, recognizing that this may also jointly contribute to 
climate change mitigation; 

14/10. Other matters related to marine and coastal biodiversity 
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1. Urges Parties to increase their efforts with regard to: (a) Avoiding, minimizing and mitigating the 
impacts of marine debris, in particular plastic pollution, on marine and coastal biodiversity and 
habitats; (b) Addressing the potential impacts of deep-seabed mining on marine biodiversity; (c) 
Protecting biodiversity in cold-water areas, noting in particular the finalization of the Agreement 
to Prevent Unregulated High Seas Fisheries in the Central Arctic Ocean; 

14/11. Invasive alien species 

Also recognizing the adverse impacts of invasive alien species on biological diversity and its components, 
especially vulnerable ecosystems, such as wetlands and mangroves, islands and Arctic regions, as well as 
social aspects and economic and cultural values, including those associated with indigenous peoples and 
local communities. 

COP13, 2016  
No reference to the Arctic 

COP12, 2014 
XII/1/C Communication, education and public awareness and the United Nations Decade on Biodiversity 

3. Requests the Executive Secretary, subject to availability of resources in carrying out the tasks 
outlined in paragraph above, to promote the full and effective participation of relevant 
stakeholder groups, including, inter alia, …… the Conservation of Arctic Flora and Fauna Working 
Group of the Arctic Council,  …… and others, and to also work with networks involving cities and 
their associated networks of partners, such as natural history museums, botanical gardens, zoos 
and aquariums, as well as networks of citizen groups that encompass the above-mentioned 
stakeholder groups; 

COP11, 2012 
XI/6/D. Collaboration on Arctic biodiversity  

30. Recalling the Resolution of Cooperation between the Convention on Biological Diversity and the 
Conservation of Arctic Flora and Fauna Working Group of the Arctic Council, encourages 
continued collaboration between the Convention on Biological Diversity and the Working Group, 
including with regard to monitoring and assessing status and trends, and to stressors on 
biodiversity;  

31. Welcomes the report on Arctic biodiversity prepared by the Conservation of Arctic Flora and 
Fauna Working Group of the Arctic Council for the fifteenth meeting of the Subsidiary Body on 
Scientific, Technical and Technological Advice (UNEP/CBD/SBSTTA/15/14) and notes in particular 
its key findings that:  

a) The Arctic plays host to a vast array of biodiversity, including many globally significant 
populations of fauna and flora;  

b) A significant proportion of Arctic species are migratory; such populations are thus shared by 
numerous non-Arctic Parties and other Governments whose cooperation is needed for their 
conservation;  

c) Arctic ecosystems provide essential services, including for the livelihoods of indigenous and 
local communities;  
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d) Climate change is emerging as the most far-reaching and significant stressor on Arctic 
biodiversity;  

e) Changes in Arctic biodiversity have global repercussions, since Arctic ecosystem processes 
play a key role in the physical, chemical and biological balance of the planet; and  

f) The conservation and sustainable use of Arctic biodiversity contributes to the 
implementation of the Strategic Plan for Biodiversity 2011-2020. 

32. Invites relevant non-Arctic Parties, other Governments, international organizations and relevant 
multilateral environmental agreements and processes, that either host migratory Arctic species 
for part of their life-cycle and/or collate information about the status of such species, to 
collaborate with the Conservation of Arctic Flora and Fauna Working Group of the Arctic Council 
by, inter alia, contributing to the Circumpolar Biodiversity Monitoring Programme, within its 
available capacity, and also with relevant multilateral environmental agreements concerned with 
the conservation of migratory Arctic species, and to share their data on monitoring and/or 
assessing such species; 

33. Welcomes progress in implementing the Conservation of Arctic Flora and Fauna Working Group 
of the Arctic Council’s Circumpolar Biodiversity Monitoring Programme, including in terms of the 
more rapid detection and communication of significant biodiversity-related trends and pressures 
affecting the Arctic environment;  

34. Encourages the development of further Arctic ecosystem resilience assessments and reports;  

35. Welcomes the work carried out by the working groups of the Arctic Council on the identification 
of ecologically and biologically significant areas in the Arctic, and encourages them to continue 
this work in cooperation with adjacent regional conventions and commissions including the 
OSPAR Convention and the North East Atlantic Fisheries Commission;  

36. Encourages the working groups of the Arctic Council to advance the work of identifying Arctic 
areas of high ecological and cultural significance;  

37. Urges Parties and invites other Governments and relevant organizations, as appropriate, to 
promote the implementation of the Strategic Plan for Biodiversity 2011-2020 and relevant 
programmes of work under the Convention in relation to the Arctic environment;  

38. Invites Parties and other Governments to make available, through their national clearing-house 
mechanisms, as appropriate, data and information generated by research and monitoring 
activities in the Arctic, including those that contribute to the Circumpolar Biodiversity Monitoring 
Programme, the Arctic Biodiversity Assessment and other relevant Arctic Council assessments, 
and to make full use of them in their reports under the Convention on Biological Diversity and 
other conventions, where relevant;  

39. Requests the Executive Secretary to make available to Parties the biodiversity-related information 
and reports generated by the Arctic Council, including from the Circumpolar Biodiversity 
Monitoring Programme, the Arctic Biodiversity Assessment and other relevant Arctic Council 
assessments and to make use, as appropriate, of data and information generated by the Arctic 
Council, inter alia in the preparation of the Global Biodiversity Outlook; and  

40. Appreciating the Arctic Council’s collaboration with indigenous peoples of the Arctic, encourages 
Parties and invites other Governments and relevant organizations to ensure the full and effective 
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participation of indigenous and local communities in research projects and programmes on Arctic 
biodiversity; 

C0P10, 2010 

X/13 New and emerging issues 

2. Noting decision IX/29 which sets out the criteria for new and emerging issues, and recognizing 
that the issues of ocean acidification, Arctic biodiversity, ocean noise, and ground level ozone 
meet the criteria set out by the Conference of the Parties for consideration as new and emerging 
issues and further recognizing that ocean acidification and ocean noise do not constitute new 
issues, requests the Subsidiary Body on Scientific, Technical and Technological Advice to:  

a) Consider the impacts of ocean acidification on marine biodiversity and habitats as part of the 
ongoing activities under the programme of work on marine and coastal biological diversity, in 
accordance with the provision in paragraph 4 of decision IX/20;  

b) Take into account, in the implementation of the programmes of work on protected areas and 
on marine and coastal biodiversity, the impact of ocean noise on marine protected areas and 
to consider the scientific information on underwater noise and its impacts on marine and 
coastal biodiversity and habitats that will be made available by the Executive Secretary prior 
to the eleventh meeting of the Conference of the Parties;  

3. Invites the Arctic Council to provide relevant information and assessments of Arctic biodiversity, 
in particular information generated through the Circumpolar Biodiversity Monitoring Program 
(CBMP) of the Arctic Council‘s Conservation of Arctic Flora and Fauna Working Group, for 
consideration by the Subsidiary Body on Scientific, Technical and Technological Advice. 

64. Expresses its serious concern that increasing ocean acidification, as a direct consequence of 
increased carbon dioxide concentration in the atmosphere, reduces the availability of carbonate 
minerals in seawater, important building blocks for marine plants and animals; for example by 
2100 it has been predicted that 70 per cent of cold-water corals, key refuges and feeding grounds 
for commercial fish species, will be exposed to corrosive waters, noting that under a business-as-
usual scenario, given current emission rates, it is predicted that 10 per cent of the surface waters 
of the highly productive Arctic Ocean will become under-saturated with respect to essential 
carbonate minerals by the year 2032, and the Southern Ocean will begin to become under-
saturated with respect to essential carbonate minerals by 2050, with potential disruptions to 
large components of the marine food web. 

66. Requests the Executive Secretary to develop, in collaboration with the Intergovernmental 
Oceanographic Commission of the United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural 
Organization (IOC/UNESCO), the Food and Agriculture Organization of the United Nations (FAO), 
the Secretariat of the United Nations Framework Convention of Climate Change (UNFCCC), the 
World Conservation Monitoring Centre of the United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP-
WCMC), the International Coral Reef Initiative (ICRI), Ramsar Convention, Antarctic Treaty, the 
Arctic Council, and other relevant organizations and scientific groups, subject to the availability of 
financial resources, a series of joint expert review processes to monitor and assess the impacts of 
ocean acidification on marine and coastal biodiversity and widely disseminate the results of this 
assessment in order to raise awareness of Parties, other Governments and organizations, and 
also requests the Executive Secretary, given the relationship between atmospheric carbon dioxide 
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concentration and ocean acidification, to transmit the results of these assessments to the 
Secretariat of the United Nations Framework Convention on Climate Change (UNFCCC);
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Annex B:  Key findings of the Arctic Biodiversity Assessment 

1 
Arctic biodiversity is being degraded, but decisive action taken now can help sustain vast, relatively undisturbed ecosystems of tundra, mountains, fresh water and 
seas and the valuable services they provide. 

2 
Climate change is by far the most serious threat to Arctic biodiversity and exacerbates all other threats. 

3 
Many Arctic migratory species are threatened by overharvest and habitat alteration outside the Arctic, especially birds along the East Asian flyway. 

4 
Disturbance and habitat degradation can diminish Arctic biodiversity and the opportunities for Arctic residents and visitors to enjoy the benefits of ecosystem 
services. 

5 
Pollution from both long-range transport and local sources threatens the health of Arctic species and ecosystems. 

6 
There are currently few invasive alien species in the Arctic, but more are expected with climate change and increased human activity. 

7 
Overharvest was historically the primary human impact on many Arctic species, but sound management has successfully addressed this problem in most, but not all, 
cases. 

8 
Current knowledge of many Arctic species, ecosystems and their stressors is fragmentary, making detection and assessment of trends and their implications difficult 
for many aspects of Arctic biodiversity. 

9 
The challenges facing Arctic biodiversity are interconnected, requiring comprehensive solutions and international cooperation. 

Annex C: ABA Recommendations 
Climate change 

1 Actively support international efforts addressing climate change, both reducing stressors and implementing adaptation measures, as an urgent matter. 

2 Incorporate resilience and adaptation of biodiversity to climate change into plans for development in the Arctic. 

Ecosystem Based Management 

3 Advance and advocate ecosystem-based management efforts in the Arctic as a framework for cooperation, planning and development.  

Mainstreaming biodiversity 

4 Require the incorporation of biodiversity objectives and provisions into all Arctic Council work and encourage the same for on-going and future international standards, 
agreements, plans, operations and/or other tools specific to development in the Arctic. 

 

Identifying and safeguarding important areas for biodiversity 

5 Advance the protection of large areas of ecologically important marine, terrestrial and freshwater habitats, taking into account ecological resilience in a changing 
climate. 

6 Develop guidelines and implement appropriate spatial and temporal measures where necessary to reduce human disturbance to areas critical for sensitive life stages 
of Arctic species that are outside protected areas, for example along transportation corridors. 

7 Develop and implement mechanisms that best safeguard Arctic biodiversity under changing environmental conditions, such as loss of sea ice, glaciers and permafrost. 

Addressing individual stressors on biodiversity 



 

10                                                   

  

8 Reduce stressors on migratory species range-wide, including habitat degradation and overharvesting on wintering and staging areas and along flyways and other 
migration routes. 

9 Reduce the threat of invasive alien/non-native species to the Arctic by developing and implementing common measures for early detection and reporting, identifying 
and blocking pathways of introduction, and sharing best practices and techniques for monitoring, eradication and control. 

10 Promote the sustainable management of the Arctic’s living resources and their habitat. 

 

11 Reduce the threat of pollutants to Arctic biodiversity. 

Improving knowledge and public awareness 

12 Evaluate the range of services provided by Arctic biodiversity in order to determine the costs associated with biodiversity loss and the value of effective conservation in 
order to assess change and support improved decision making. 

13 Increase and focus inventory, long-term monitoring and research efforts to address key gaps in scientific knowledge identified in this assessment to better facilitate the 
development and implementation of conservation and management strategies. 

14 Recognize the value of traditional ecological knowledge and work to further integrate it into the assessment, planning and management of Arctic biodiversity. 

15 Promote public training, education and community-based monitoring, where appropriate, as integral elements in conservation and management. 

16 Research and monitor individual and cumulative effects of stressors and drivers of relevance to biodiversity, with a focus on stressors that are expected to have rapid 
and significant impacts and issues where knowledge is lacking. 

17 Develop communication and outreach tools and methodologies to better convey the importance and value of Arctic biodiversity and the changes it is undergoing. 

Annex D: CBMP Marine and Freshwater Key Findings 

Marine Freshwater 

Food resources are being lost for many Arctic species in Arctic marine 
environments. Many species have to travel further and expend more energy to 
feed, leading to concerns about individual health and potential effects at the 
population level. 

Arctic freshwater ecosystems are highly threatened by climate change and human 
development which can alter the distribution and abundance of species and affect 
biodiversity and the ecosystem services on which many Arctic peoples depend. 

Some Arctic species are shifting their ranges northwards to seek more favourable 
conditions as the Arctic warms  

These movements pose unknown consequences for Arctic species and their 
interactions, such as predation and competition. 

Patterns of biodiversity vary across the Arctic, but ecoregions that have historically 
warmer temperatures and 

connections to the mainland generally have higher biodiversity than those with cold 
temperatures (high latitude or altitude) or on remote islands. 

Northward movement is easier for more mobile open-water species. Open water 
species such as polar cod, are more mobile compared to those linked to shelf 
regions, such as benthic species including some fishes for which suitable habitat 
may be unavailable if they move northward. 

Temperature is the overriding and predominant driver for most FECs, but climate, 
geographical connectivity, 

geology, and smaller-scale environmental parameters such as water chemistry are all key 
drivers of Arctic freshwater biodiversity. 

Current trends indicate that species reliant on sea ice for reproduction, resting or 
foraging will experience range reductions as sea ice retreat occurs earlier and the 
open water season is prolonged 

Available long-term monitoring records and research data indicate that freshwater 
biodiversity has changed over 

the last 200 years, with shifts in species composition being less dramatic in areas where 
temperatures have been more stable. 
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Arctic marine species and ecosystems are undergoing pressure from cumulative 
changes in their physical, chemical and biological environment. Some changes 
may be gradual, but there may also be large and sudden shifts that can affect 
how the ecosystem functions. 

Existing data are not sufficient to describe biodiversity patterns in all ecoregions, and 
increased sampling is required to improve understanding of biodiversity change. 

Increases in the frequency of contagious diseases are being observed 
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Annex E: CAFF activities mapped against Aichi Targets and SDGs 

Sustainable 
Development 

Goals 

Sustainable Development Targets Relevant Aichi 
Targets 

Relevant ABA 
Recommendations 

14. Conserve and sustainably use the oceans, seas and marine resources for sustainable development 

14.1 By 2025, prevent and significantly reduce marine pollution of all kinds, in particular from land-based activities, including marine 
debris and nutrient pollution 

8 2,3,4,11.-c 

14.2 By 2020, sustainably manage and protect marine and coastal ecosystems to avoid significant adverse impacts, including by 
strengthening their resilience, and take action for their restoration in order to achieve healthy and productive oceans 

6, 11, 15 2,3,4,5,6,7,8 

14.3 Minimize and address the impacts of ocean acidification, including through enhanced scientific cooperation at all levels 10, 19 16 

14.4 By 2020, effectively regulate harvesting and end overfishing, illegal, unreported and unregulated fishing and destructive fishing 
practices and implement science-based management plans, in order to restore fish stocks in the shortest time feasible, at least to levels 
that can produce maximum sustainable yield as determined by their biological 
characteristics 

5, 11 2,3,4,10 

14.5 By 2020, conserve at least 10% of coastal and marine areas, consistent with national and international law and based on the best 
available scientific information 

5,11 5-7 

14.6 By 2020, prohibit certain forms of fisheries subsidies which contribute to overcapacity and overfishing, eliminate subsidies that 
contribute to illegal, unreported and unregulated fishing and refrain from introducing new such subsidies, recognizing that appropriate 
and effective special 
and differential treatment for developing and least developed countries should be an integral part of the World Trade Organization 
fisheries subsidies negotiation 

3,4  ------------------------ 

14.7 By 2030, increase the economic benefits to small island developing states and least developed countries from the sustainable use 
of marine resources, including through sustainable management of fisheries, aquaculture and tourism 

2, 4, 6, 7, 14, 17 ------------------------ 

15. Protect, restore and promote sustainable use of terrestrial ecosystems, sustainably manage forests, combat desertification and halt and reverse land degradation and halt 
biodiversity loss 

15.1 By 2020, ensure the conservation, restoration and sustainable use of terrestrial and inland freshwater ecosystems and their 
services, in particular forests, wetlands, mountains and drylands, in line with obligations under international agreements 

4,5,7,11,14,15 2,5,6,7 

15.2 By 2020, promote the implementation of sustainable management of all types of forests, halt deforestation, restore degraded 
forests and substantially increase afforestation and reforestation globally 

4,5,7,14,15 2,3 

15.3 By 2030, combat desertification, restore degraded land and soil, including land affected by desertification, drought and floods, and 
strive to achieve a land degradation-neutral world 

4,5,15 ------------------------ 

15.4 By 2030, ensure the conservation of mountain ecosystems, including their biodiversity, in order to enhance their capacity to 
provide benefits that are essential for sustainable development 

11,14,15 7a 
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15.5 Take urgent and significant action to reduce the degradation of natural habitats, halt the loss of biodiversity and, by 2020, protect 
and prevent the extinction of threatened species 

5,12 5,6,7 

15.6 Promote fair and equitable sharing of the benefits arising from the utilization of genetic resources and promote appropriate access 
to such resources, as internationally agreed 

16 ------------------------ 

15.7 Take urgent action to end poaching and trafficking of protected species of flora and fauna and address both demand and supply of 
illegal wildlife products 

12 ------------------------ 

15.8 By 2020, introduce measures to prevent the introduction and significantly reduce the impact of invasive alien species on land and 
water ecosystems and control or eradicate the priority species 

9 9 

15.9 By 2020, integrate ecosystem and biodiversity values into national and local planning, development processes, poverty reduction 
strategies and accounts 

2 3,4,12 

17. Strengthen the means of implementation and revitalise the global partnership for sustainable development 

17.3 Mobilize additional financial resources for developing countries from multiple sources 20 ------------------------ 

17.6 Enhance North-South, South-South and triangular regional and international cooperation on and access to science, technology and 
innovation and enhance knowledge sharing on mutually agreed terms, including through improved coordination among existing 
mechanisms, in particular at the United Nations level, and through a global technology facilitation mechanism when agreed upon 

19 8 a-b 

17.7 Promote the development, transfer, dissemination and diffusion of environmentally sound technologies to developing countries on 
favourable terms, including on concessional and preferential terms, as mutually agreed 

19 ------------------------ 

17.9 Enhance international support for implementing effective and targeted capacity-building in developing countries to support 
national plans to implement all the sustainable development goals, including through North-South, South-South and triangular 
cooperation 

17 14,15 

17.14 Enhance policy coherence for sustainable development 2,17 2-3 

17.18 By 2020, enhance capacity-building support to developing countries, including for least developed countries and small island 
developing states, to increase significantly the availability of high-quality, timely and reliable data disaggregated by income, gender, age, 
race, ethnicity, migratory status, disability, geographic location and other characteristics relevant in national contexts 

19 14,15 

 

 

 

 


