
Guidelines and template for the review of the draft monitoring framework for the post-2020 global biodiversity framework
I. Background
1. The second meeting of the Open-ended Working Group
 on the Post-2020 Global Biodiversity Framework invited the Subsidiary Body on Scientific, Technical and Technological Advice at its twenty-fourth meeting to, among other things, carry out a scientific and technical review of the updated goals and targets, and related indicators and baselines, of the draft global biodiversity framework. Under agenda item 3 the Subsidiary Body will consider this issue. 

2. Tables 1 and 2, presents a draft monitoring framework for the 2050 Goals and the 2030 targets respectively. These tables are being made available for the purposes of peer review. In both tables’ interim formulations of the proposed 2050 goals and milestones and the 2030 targets are provided for context. Review comments are not being sought on these parts of the post-2020 global biodiversity framework at this time. Column A of the tables provides draft components of the goals and targets. Columns B and C of the tables provide draft monitoring elements and indicators to be used at the global level to monitor progress in the implementation of the post-2020 global biodiversity framework. Further column D provides information on the period baseline data is available for the indicator and on the frequency that the indicator is updated where known. Review comments are being sought on columns A, B, C and D only. 
II. Submitting Comments
1. To ensure that your comments are given due consideration, please send them by e-mail to secretariat@cbd.int, at your earliest convenience but no later than 25 July 2020
2.   When submitting comments, please adhere to the following guidelines as much as possible:

a. Please provide all comments in writing and in an MS Word or similar document format using the table provided below. 

b. Please provide full contact information for the individual/Government/organization submitting the comments. 

c. Please avoid commenting on issues related to grammar, spelling, or punctuation, unless it affects the overall meaning of the text, as the document will be edited as the final draft is prepared. 

d. To facilitate the revision process please be as specific as possible in your comments. In areas where you feel additional or alternative text or information is required, please suggest, if possible, what this text may look like or what should be included.

e. If you refer to additional sources of information, please include these with your comments when possible or provide a complete reference or hyperlink.  

f. Please focus your comments on columns A (components the draft goals and targets), B (monitoring elements), C (indicators) and D (indicator baseline year and frequency of updates) of tables 1 and 2. 

g. If you are suggestion the inclusion of additional indicators please provide information on if the indicator is currently operational, the organization supporting its development, its baseline (i.e. the year data is first available) and how frequently the indicator is updated (i.e. monthly, yearly, every two years etc.). 
h. All review comments will be posted on the webpage
 for the post-2020 global biodiversity framework in the interests of transparency
3. Should you have any questions regarding the review process, please contact secretariat@cbd.int.  

III. Template for Comments
4. Please use the review template below when providing comments. 
5. The complete draft of the monitoring framework has been released in a portable document format (PDF). For tables 1, 2 and 3 column letters and row numbers have been provided as well as page numbers. Please use these as a reference as illustrated in the table below. General comments can be included in the table by referring to Page 0 and Line 0.

TEMPLATE FOR COMMENTS

	Review comments on the draft monitoring framework for the post-2020 global biodiversity framework

	Contact information

	Surname:
	Bisogno

	Given Name:
	Enrico

	Government (if applicable): 
	-

	Organization:
	United Nations Office on Drugs and Crime (UNODC)
(Research and Analysis Branch and Global Wildlife and Forest Crime Programme)

	Address:  
	Wagramer Strasse, 5 - 1220 

	City:
	Vienna

	Country:
	Austria

	E-mail:
	enrico.bisogno@un.org,

	General Comments

	

	

	In general terms, the current monitoring framework is very comprehensive and articulated in terms of topics and actions to be taken by Member States to preserve and promote biodiversity. Coverage of the monitoring framework would be further improved by strengthening its capacity to assess the extent of illegal activities that pose actual threats to biodiversity. For example, according to available estimates, up to 50% of timber supplies in some areas are provided by illegal forestry and one third of global fish catch comes from illegal, unreported and unregulated fishing. The COVID-19 pandemic we are all living is, according to many scientists, likely linked to wildlife markets that are often supplied by criminal networks. These concerns were also recently highlighted by IPBES
 and this further supports the need – for the UN system - to address all major threats to biodiversity in order to be effective in safeguarding nature and people, .
Similarly to SDG Indicator 15.7.1/15.c.1 (Proportion of traded wildlife that was poached or illicitly trafficked), UNODC recommendation is that other metrics are  envisaged to monitor the risks to biodiversity posed by illegal activities and/or organized criminal groups. 

Monitoring activities that infringe national and/or international legal instruments are necessary for a number of reasons:
· Illegal activities impacting the environment can be very damaging to biodiversity and can undermine the efforts to regulate environmental activities, for this reason they need to be monitored together with other activities that define biodiversity targets, thus ensuring that all key threats to biodiversity are addressed;

· By focusing also on illegal actions, the monitoring framework conveys the important message that legal and regulatory frameworks to preserve biodiversity need to be accompanied by appropriate capacities and institutional arrangements to ensure that they are not misused or bypassed. This is particularly relevant for countries  where forest cover loss and species losses are often linked to corruption and illegal activities
· Monitoring illegal activities threatening biodiversity highlights that also law enforcement and criminal justice activities have an important role to play in preserving biodiversity;
From a statistical standpoint, the measurement of illegal activities can be a challenging undertaking as such activities are by nature hidden and complex to detect. Building on the experience of monitoring illegal activities related to wildlife and other crimes, a number of preliminary proposals are made also in view of starting a process of technical discussion for further refinement and in view of establishing adequate arrangements for continuous data gathering and monitoring. 
In particular, proposed indicators refer to the following topics:

· Illegal fishing

· Illegal mining

· Illegal logging

· Trafficking of protected wildlife

· Illegal waste disposal

· Illicit trafficking of pesticides
· Capacity of the criminal justice system to address offences against the environment 

	

	

	

	

	

	Specific Comments

	Table
	Page
	Column letter
	Row number
	Comment

	2
	8
	C
	New row of target 1.2

(can apply also to Target 6.4)
	Surface area of illegal/irregular mining sites in protected areas/in the country.

	2
	8
	C
	New row of target 1.2

(can apply also to Target 6.4)
	Number of illegal/irregular mining sites in protected areas/in the country

	2
	8
	C
	New row of target 1.2
	Surface area of protected areas destroyed as a consequence of illegal logging or other criminal land clearing activities.

	2
	12
	C
	56
	Remove (it applies to row 61)

	2
	13
	C
	New row of target 4.2
	Ratio between wildlife that was illegally and legally traded and legal export quotas 

	2
	13
	C
	New row of target 4.2 or 4.1
	Ratio between wildlife that was trafficked and estimated wildlife population size

	2
	13
	C
	New row of target 4.2 or 4.1
	Ratio between wildlife that was trafficked and estimated wildlife population growth 

	2
	13
	C
	New row of Target 4.1 or Target 8.1
	Number of vessels that conduct fishing activities without permission in waters under the jurisdiction of another state, or which contravene its fisheries law and regulations in some other manner (for example, by disregarding fishing times or the existence of national protected areas). 

	2
	16
	C
	New row in target 6.2
	Ratio between illicitly trafficked pesticides and legally traded pesticides

	2
	16
	C
	New row in target 6.4
	Surface area of illegal dumping sites

	2
	16
	C
	New row in target 6.4
	Number of illegal dumping sites 

	2
	36
	C
	New row in target 18.5
	Ratio of persons convicted to persons arrested for crimes against the environment (as defined in the International Classification of Crime for Statistical Purposes, ICCS) 


. 
Comments should be sent by e-mail to secretariat@cbd.int no later than 25 July 2020.
� � HYPERLINK "https://www.cbd.int/doc/recommendations/wg2020-02/wg2020-02-rec-01-en.pdf" ��CBD/WG2020/REC/2/1�


� � HYPERLINK "https://www.cbd.int/conferences/post2020" �https://www.cbd.int/conferences/post2020�


�  � HYPERLINK "https://ipbes.net/covid19stimulus" �https://ipbes.net/covid19stimulus�


