
Guidelines and template for the review of the draft monitoring framework for the post-2020 global biodiversity framework
I. Background
1. The second meeting of the Open-ended Working Group
 on the Post-2020 Global Biodiversity Framework invited the Subsidiary Body on Scientific, Technical and Technological Advice at its twenty-fourth meeting to, among other things, carry out a scientific and technical review of the updated goals and targets, and related indicators and baselines, of the draft global biodiversity framework. Under agenda item 3 the Subsidiary Body will consider this issue. 

2. Tables 1 and 2, presents a draft monitoring framework for the 2050 Goals and the 2030 targets respectively. These tables are being made available for the purposes of peer review. In both tables’ interim formulations of the proposed 2050 goals and milestones and the 2030 targets are provided for context. Review comments are not being sought on these parts of the post-2020 global biodiversity framework at this time. Column A of the tables provides draft components of the goals and targets. Columns B and C of the tables provide draft monitoring elements and indicators to be used at the global level to monitor progress in the implementation of the post-2020 global biodiversity framework. Further column D provides information on the period baseline data is available for the indicator and on the frequency that the indicator is updated where known. Review comments are being sought on columns A, B, C and D only. 
II. Submitting Comments
1. To ensure that your comments are given due consideration, please send them by e-mail to secretariat@cbd.int, at your earliest convenience but no later than 25 July 2020
2.   When submitting comments, please adhere to the following guidelines as much as possible:

a. Please provide all comments in writing and in an MS Word or similar document format using the table provided below. 

b. Please provide full contact information for the individual/Government/organization submitting the comments. 

c. Please avoid commenting on issues related to grammar, spelling, or punctuation, unless it affects the overall meaning of the text, as the document will be edited as the final draft is prepared. 

d. To facilitate the revision process please be as specific as possible in your comments. In areas where you feel additional or alternative text or information is required, please suggest, if possible, what this text may look like or what should be included.

e. If you refer to additional sources of information, please include these with your comments when possible or provide a complete reference or hyperlink.  

f. Please focus your comments on columns A (monitoring elements), B (indicators) and C (Indicator baseline year and frequency of updates) of the tables 1 and 2. 
g. If you are suggestion the inclusion of additional indicators please provide information on if the indicator is currently operational, the organization supporting its development, its baseline (i.e. the year data is first available) and how frequently the indicator is updated (i.e. monthly, yearly, every two years etc.). 
h. All review comments will be posted on the webpage
 for the post-2020 global biodiversity framework in the interests of transparency
3. Should you have any questions regarding the review process, please contact secretariat@cbd.int.  

III. Template for Comments
4. Please use the review template below when providing comments. 
5. The complete draft of the monitoring framework has been released in a portable document format (PDF). For tables 1, 2 and 3 column letters and row numbers have been provided as well as page numbers. Please use these as a reference as illustrated in the table below. General comments can be included in the table by referring to Page 0 and Line 0.

TEMPLATE FOR COMMENTS

	Review comments on the draft monitoring framework for the post-2020 global biodiversity framework

	Contact information

	Surname:
	Blatch

	Given Name:
	Timothy

	Government (if applicable): 
	

	Organization:
	ICLEI: Local Governments for Sustainability, Cities Biodiversity Center

	Address:  
	Unit 1, 2nd Floor, South Tower, Sable Park, 14 Bridge Boulevard, Century City

	City:
	Cape Town

	Country:
	South Africa

	E-mail:
	Timothy.blatch@iclei.org

	
	
	Comments

	Table
	Page
	Column letter
	Row number
	Comment

	0
	0
	0
	0
	While the monitoring framework is primarily composed of monitoring elements and indicators that are relevant to national governments (Parties), who are ultimately responsible for reporting on their progress to the CBD in achieving the Post 2020 GBF, there is a seeming lack of clarity on how the framework will be implemented at various other levels of government and recognition of the critical role of local and subnational governments throughout. In many instances, the monitoring elements expressed in the framework would require the contributions of local and subnational governments in aggregating the national data required to report against the indicators. This points to the need or a strong multi-level governance approach to be emphasized upfront, perhaps in the introductory text of the monitoring framework. While it is understandable to keep the indicators at the national level, since this is a global framework, the need for Parties (countries) to develop strong NBSAPs that incorporate these monitoring elements and indicators and provide their own country-specific monitoring frameworks should also be emphasized upfront. Mention of local and subnational targets, planning, implementation, and monitoring frameworks, that are aligned to NBSAPs and in turn the global monitoring framework should be explicitly stated as a pre-condition for the success of this monitoring framework. If guidance is not provided on this, then there is the risk of mis-alignment between local and subnational efforts and national reporting. We strongly believe that it is critical for the monitoring framework to make reference to local and subnational governments and their critical role in implementing it.
This monitoring framework is an opportunity to lay the foundation for improved vertical integration between local and subnational governments and their national counterparts through the implementation of the Post 2020 GBF in the coming decade, but at present, the draft framework does not seem to take cognizance of local and subnational contributions to national monitoring efforts despite the fact that local and subnational governments are increasingly recognized as being best placed to collect the necessary data that is required for Parties to monitor and report at the global level. The Post 2020 GBF’s monitoring framework is an opportunity to bring the critical role of local and subnational governments in implementing the global biodiversity agenda to the fore. This would build on over a decade of advocacy and increased recognition by the CBD of the need to actively engage their local and subnational counterparts. Local and subnational governments can make decisions that directly affect the status and extent of biodiversity in their areas of jurisdiction and are the most effective level of government to regulate consumption and production activities among our increasingly urban populations. It is critical that local and subnational governments are included in target setting, implementation, and monitoring and reporting processes if progress is to be accurately captured by this monitoring framework. Careful consideration should be given, and explicit guidance and direction provided for the disaggregation of the national monitoring elements and indicators to ensure that an enabling environment is created which captures local and subnational contributions. In this way, the monitoring framework should establish the mechanisms for effective multi-level governance in achieving the objectives of the CBD. 


Comments should be sent by e-mail to secretariat@cbd.int no later than 25 July 2020.
� � HYPERLINK "https://www.cbd.int/doc/recommendations/wg2020-02/wg2020-02-rec-01-en.pdf" ��CBD/WG2020/REC/2/1�


� � HYPERLINK "https://www.cbd.int/conferences/post2020" �https://www.cbd.int/conferences/post2020�





