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	General comments

	There is significant scientific support for ambitions area-based conservation targets that is not reflected in the evidence provided in CBD/SBSTTA/24/3/Add.2. Of note are three papers conducted by the Beyond the Aichi Targets Task Force of IUCN Word Commission on protected Areas.  The summaries of these paper are as follows:

The Task Force surveyed 335 conservation scientists, from 81 countries, in English, French and Spanish for views on area-based conservation relating to the Strategic Plan for Biodiversity 2011–2020 of the Convention on Biological Diversity and potential future targets, especially a successor to Aichi Target 11 (Woodley et al, 2019a) . The results can be summarised as follows: 
1.	Nearly unanimously (99 per cent), area-based or in-situ conservation is considered to be important to conserve biodiversity. 
2.	All of the qualitative aspects of Target 11 are well supported, with strongest support for areas of importance for biodiversity (e.g. Key Biodiversity Areas); ecological connectivity; integration with broader landscapes and seascapes; and effective management. 
3.	Future area-based conservation targets should include large-scale conservation networks that include connectivity between protected areas, protection of endangered and threatened species or ecosystems, and ecologically intact wilderness areas.

The second paper was a structured literature review of the scientific evidence for large-scale percentage area conservation targets which  concluded:
1. The 17 per cent terrestrial and inland waters, and 10 per cent marine and coastal targets from Aichi Target 11 of the Strategic Plan for Biodiversity 2011–2020 are not adequate to conserve biodiversity.
2. Percentage area targets cannot be considered in isolation from the quality considerations. Protected and conserved areas need to be selectively located, well governed, and effectively and equitably managed to conserve biodiversity.
3. There is no unequivocal answer for what percentage of the Earth should be protected. Estimates from studies considering a wide set of biodiversity values are very high; well over 50 per cent and up to 80 per cent. Studies that include a narrower subset of biodiversity values are lower, but rarely under 30 per cent, and always with  caveats that they are incomplete estimates. Protected area conservation targets should be established based on the desired outcomes (e.g. halting biodiversity loss by 2030).
4. The global protection of a minimum of 30 per cent and up to 70 per cent, or even higher, of the land and sea on Earth is well supported in the literature. The call for 50 per cent of the Earth is a mid-point of these values and is supported by a range of studies.
5. Implementation of large global percentage area targets can be achieved through differentiating the kinds of areas that need protection at a national scale, supported by nationally determined contributions in accordance with local conditions.

The third paper is a policy perspective on implementation large area based targets in a diverse world where it will not be possible in all countries.  The paper maps 3 conditions of the world (Locke et al, 2019) and  evaluates landuse drivers and human pressures to establish a baseline state of three broad terrestrial conditions: Cities and Farms (covering 18% (C1)), shared lands
 (covering 56% (C2)), and large wild areas (covering 26% (C3)). For each condition there is a range of appropriate conservation actions. The 3Cs provide a coherent framework for countries to commit to global goals through realistic measures suitable for their current national conditions. It
provides a basis for common but differentiated responsibilities for international cooperation to protect the earth ecosystem that can also serve as a guide for the participation of non-state actors. If implemented simultaneously, the strategies and actions identified by the 3Cs would be transformational steps toward securing biodiversity and realizing the 2050 Vision.
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	4
	 4
	Goal A- We believe goal could be conceived using by reflecting the currently reality of the earth by framing it around a 3 conditions approach as shown below. Countries could develop NBSAPs according to their actual conditions and resource mobilization could be used to support those countries that take on a larger conservation burden to meet global goals:

Conserve and restore the status of biological diversity at the ecosystem, species and genetic level,  and ecosystem processes at all scales necessary to sustain an ecologically healthy planet, which supports ecosystem services, from a 2020 baseline of the current 3 ecological conditions of the world:
1.	Large wild areas - Ensure no net loss of natural ecosystems by conserving all large intact ecosystems,  securing all existing species, ecosystem processes, and ecosystem services, with a particular focus on conserving areas of importance for biodiversity, water provisioning and carbon sequestration and storage;
2.	Highly transformed areas (Cities, farms and estuaries) – Conserve all remaining areas of natural ecosystems and restore at least 20% of natural ecosystems by 2030; by 2050 to have all anthropogenically threatened species recovered with genetic diversity maintained.	
3.	Intermediate areas (Shared land and sea scapes) – By 2030, build secure ecological networks focused on areas of importance for biodiversity, anchored by protected areas and OECMs covering at least 30% of this area, along with recovery of native species, to ensure that 50% fewer species are threatened and genetic diversity is maintained. 
By 2050 to have healthy ecosystems, viable populations of all native species, maintained genetic diversity, functional ecological connectivity, sustained ecosystem processes, and improved ecosystem services.

	
	
	

	Page 11
	Para 4
	Target 1 needs to cover 100% of land seas and freshwater. It should be rewritten as “By 2030, [100%] of land, freshwater and sea areas are under comprehensive spatial planning that addresses land/sea-use change and ensures, against a 2020 baseline, that there is no net loss of the existing ecologically intact and wilderness areas and restoration of [30%] of all degraded ecosystems to ensure that at least 50% of freshwater, marine and terrestrial areas remain as natural ecosystems, while maintaining or restoring functional ecological connectivity for all species.”

	Page 12
	Para 53
	Implementation of this target must include country efforts to prevent protected area downgrading, downsizing and degazettement (PADDD). Target 2 should be rewritten to read as follows: “By 2030, protect and conserve the value of all areas of particular importance for biodiversity, including all key biodiversity areas, through well-connected, equitable and effective systems of protected areas and other effective area-based conservation measures covering at least 30%  of land, sea and freshwater.”

	20
	Para 82
	There must be explicit connections drawn between the CBD and UNFCCC. Target 10 should be rewritten as “By 2030, ensure that nature-based solutions and ecosystem services, including for climate change mitigation and adaptation, disaster risk reduction, food and water security, human health, regulation of air quality, and cultural services, are identified, protected and restored over [50] per cent of the land and [50] per cent of the ocean, measured  against a 2020 baseline.”
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Comments should be sent by e-mail to secretariat@cbd.int by 22 March 2021

