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TEMPLATE FOR COMMENTS
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	General comments

	Visioning “the 2050 Vision for Biodiversity”: The 2050 Vision should vary among communities, societies, or cultural backgrounds. The individual visioning and opening the process would be necessarily to raise the awareness and achieve the goals and the vision which the CBD raised up. These processes would also enable the community to set the scenario and the more detailed goals in a local scale. 

	Encouragement of bottom-up approaches: As a bottom-up approach is effective for solving the local biodiversity issues, the methodology to achieve the goals should encourage bottom-up approaches and the local community’s engagement. 

	I can’t find any descriptions about water quality and recharge of “groundwater”. Just mentioning “freshwater” does not make people recognize the importance of “groundwater”. Supply and quality of groundwater can directly influence ecosystem services (e.g., drinking water, flood control, crop production). Despite this importance, groundwaters are contaminated (particularly by nitrate) all over the world. I would recommend adding a brief and clear definition of “freshwater” like “freshwaters (not only surface water but also ground water)”.

	

	

	

	

	

	Specific comments

	Page 
	Paragraph
	Comment

	3
	9
	The process toward transformative change should be reflected the societal background. The targets and goals can be established in a local scale as well. 

	5
	21
	This is an important point as the vision living with nature encompasses managed (or semi-natural) ecosystems as one of essential components of planetary nature as well as “natural” ecosystems. This may be better to be explicitly stated in Goal A.

	6
	25
	Extinction rate and extinction risk: both are essentially the same as extinction risk is expected extinction rate. Or are there any intentions to relate them to different specific indicators? Need to be clarified.

	7
	29
	Genetic diversity of wild species has not been investigated enough so far. The importance of assessing the genetic diversity should be more focused and specified; it is essential for population persistence and “evolutionary potential”, which is also getting more important in the context of climate change adaptation. 

	7
	30
	“The genetic diversity of wild species provides the variation essential to maintain ecosystem stability”: the statement looks correct intuitively, but is it really true? Need to check scientific evidence.

	7
	32
	In this regard, new methods for assessing (intraspecific) genetic diversity via environmental DNA metabarcoding are emerging (e.g., Tsuji et al. 2020); they could provide new opportunities for monitoring genetic diversity of aquatic species.

Tsuji et al. (2020) Environmental DNA analysis shows high potential as a tool for estimating intraspecific genetic diversity in a wild fish population. Molecular Ecology Resources 20(5): 1248-1258. https://doi.org/10.1111/1755-0998.13165

	7
	33
	Not only domesticated species, but endangered species should be conserved in off site. A goal or an element can include the ex-situ conservation of endangered species with specifying the target number of species. 

	17
	71
	I agree that reducing excess nutrients are required. It is increasingly accepted that nutrient legacies (both nitrogen and phosphorus), resulting from decades of fertilizer application and intensive livestock production, can increase their current nutrient loadings and lead to time lags in nutrient runoff (Van Meter et al. 2018; Goyette et al. 2018). In other words, nutrient legacies can continue to impair water quality even after agricultural inputs have ceased. Extreme flood events may increase the runoff from the legacies. This is a global issue. I think it would be great to add a couple of words about these legacies in terms of the watershed management to reduce pollution. 

Van Meter, K. J., Van Cappellen, P., & Basu, N. B. (2018). Legacy nitrogen may prevent achievement of water quality goals in the Gulf of Mexico. Science, 360(6387), 427-430.

Goyette, J. O., Bennett, E. M., & Maranger, R. (2018). Low buffering capacity and slow recovery of anthropogenic phosphorus pollution in watersheds. Nature Geoscience, 11(12), 921-925.

	19
	75
	The issue of renewable energy should stand independently as, for example, #76, because it has an emerging importance and could occur beyond the involvement of indigenous peoples and local communities.

	23
	Target13
	One mainstreaming approach could be to explore, collect, and share current examples of good practice (i.e., “seeds” of biodiversity conservation and sustainable management) (Bennett et al. 2016).

Bennett et al. (2016) Bright spots: seeds of a good Anthropocene." Frontiers in Ecology and the Environment 14: 441-448.

	23
	93
	NBSAPs would include the scope of establishing and managing national-level biodiversity observation networks to function as a hub of the existing domestic and international monitoring networks and data accumulation. 

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	Additional rows can be added to this table by selecting “Table” followed by “insert” and “rows below”



Comments should be sent by e-mail to secretariat@cbd.int by 22 March 2021

