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	General Comments

	Active Remedy Ltd. would like to call to the attention of all CBD parties the fact that there is no mention of the global water cycle and its role in climate regulation in any of the Post 2020 GBF Goals or Targets. “Water is at the heart of both the causes and the effects of climate change ((NRC, 1998)” 
https://science.nasa.gov/earth-science/oceanography/ocean-earth-system/ocean-water-cycle
This appears to be a significant oversight in consideration of the fact that this cycle is essential for supporting all ecosystems and biodiversity. It is in turn regulated by and dependant upon the connectivity between ecosystems. We therefore recommend some mention should be included into the GBF concerning ecosystem conservation and connectivity, with the aim of safeguarding the global water cycle.
“Ecosystems are vital to sustaining the quantity and quality of water available within a watershed, on which both nature and people rely. Maintaining the integrity of ecosystems is essential for supporting the diverse needs of humans, and for the sustainability of ecosystems, including protecting the water- provisioning services they provide.” (UN Water, Analytical Brief, 2013)                                     
https://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/Water%20Security%20n%20the%20Global%20Water%20Agenda%20A%20UN%20Water%20Analytical%20Brief.pdf
It would also be beneficial for the entire CBD program to include the connectivity between essential water related ecosystems, such as mountains, forests, wetlands, rivers aquifers and lakes, with the aim of safeguarding the functioning of the global water cycle and climate systems. This contributes to the achievement of multiple Sustainable Development Goals including Target 6.6, Goal 15 and Goal13.

Also Active Remedy Ltd. recalls to all CBD parties the CBD Mountain Programme. As the instruments for a Post 2020 global framework are being designed, the CBD Mountain Programme should be reintroduced and implemented in a programmatic way through the Post 2020 Global Framework.  The goals and actions of the CBD Mountain Programme appear highly relevant for the Post 2020 Monitoring Framework.

Active Remedy Ltd. recommends to the CBD Parties to take into account the Mountain Programme, its main components, goals, and actions, in order to promote the development of adequate indicators related to Element 1, and to accept new indicators that might be currently developed as monitoring elements of the Post 2020 Global Biodiversity Framework.

Regarding Element 3 of the CBD Mountain Program that contains concrete proposals relevant for the indicators and Post 2020 monitoring framework Active Remedy Ltd. recommend the following actions: 
3.2.2. Develop and select international, regional and national criteria and, where appropriate, quantifiable indicators for mountain biological diversity, taking into account the work of the Convention on monitoring and indicators and the knowledge held by indigenous and local communities, together with other experience of sustainable mountain management.

3.2.2. Develop and select international, regional and national criteria and, where appropriate, quantifiable indicators for mountain biological diversity, taking into account the work of the Convention on monitoring and indicators and the knowledge held by indigenous and local communities, together with other experience of sustainable mountain management.

3.2.5. Assess and address fragmentation and impacts on biodiversity, by changing land-use management practices, e.g., land abandonment, mining.”

3.4.6. Conduct interdisciplinary, key research programmes on mountain biological diversity, and its relationship to ecosystem structure and functions, including communities-based management, with special reference to transitional zones linking upland-lowland ecosystems such as ecotones, hotspots, buffer areas and corridors. 
3.4.5. Foster exchange of experiences and knowledge of sustainable development and ecosystem vulnerability among countries with mountains, taking into account the vulnerability of social- cultural systems and communities. 
3.4.7. Develop capacity and enhance opportunities for community-based research and monitoring to conserve mountain biodiversity and provide greater benefits to mountain communities. 
Active Remedy Ltd. also recommends to reintroduce the specific actions of Element 2 that relate to indicators, and to include these indicators systematically in the implementation documents of the post 2020 global framework.

Regarding Element 2 - Means of implementation for conservation, sustainable use and benefit-sharing, we recommend to the action:

 2.1.5. Develop performance indicators and report on the integration of conservation and sustainable use of mountain biological diversity into institutional programs, including sectorial policies, legal and economic frameworks.

Element 1 of the Mountain Programme: Direct Actions for Conservation, Sustainable Use and Benefit-sharing 

Active Remedy Ltd. recommends to the CBD Parties to take into account the Mountain Programme and Goal 15 of the SDG’s, with their main components, goals, and actions, in order to promote the development of adequate indicators related to Element 1, and to accept new indicators that might be currently developed as monitoring elements of the Post 2020 Global Biodiversity Framework.
1.2.1. Develop and implement programs to restore degraded mountain ecosystems and protect natural dynamic processes and maintain biological diversity in order to enhance the capacity of mountain ecosystems to resist and adapt to climate change, or recover from its negative impacts including, inter alia, by establishing corridors and taking appropriate measures to maintain ecological functions of natural corridors, where appropriate, to enable vertical migration of species, ensuring minimal viable population sizes to enable genetic adaptation to changing environmental conditions. These programs should include socio-economic considerations, especially in relation to indigenous and local communities. 
1.1.6. Implement measures to reduce and prevent key pressures in mountain ecosystems such as deforestation, fragmentation, unsustainable harvesting, inappropriate reforestation or afforestation, human-induced forest fires, overgrazing, inappropriate mining practices and urban expansion resulting in land degradation, degradation of inland water ecosystems, disruption of water flow, and consequent losses of biological diversity 

1.3.3. Support activities of indigenous and local communities involved in the use of traditional mountain-related knowledge, in particular concerning sustainable management of biodiversity, soil, water resources and slope. 

1.2.4. Develop strategies for land-use and water-resource planning at landscape level using the ecosystem approach, taking into account elements of ecological connectivity and traditional uses of indigenous and local communities, and to prevent and mitigate losses of mountain biological diversity due to fragmentation and land-use conversion. 
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	The Indicator on Mountain Diversity Coverage Area should be added to be an indicator for monitoring elements of the “Trends in areas of particular importance for the functioning of the global hydrological cycle and climate, in accord with Goal 6 and 13 of the 2030 SDG’ 
Target 6.6 “ By 2020 protect and restore water related eco-systems, including mountains, forests, rivers, wetlands, aquifers and lakes.”
 Conserving this biodiversity is of paramount importance in the realizing of Goals 6 and 13.


