Annex

template for SUBMISSION OF INFORMATION on the STATUS of IMPLEMENTATION of the Framework and Action Plan for Capacity-Building for the Effective Implementation of the Cartagena Protocol on Biosafety


NOTE: Please enter text in column C, including a summary of the results of the activities undertaken, good practices and/or lessons learned, next to the relevant activity in column B, as appropriate. Please only write where relevant, leaving cells blank where no relevant activities were undertaken. 
	Focal area 1: National biosafety frameworks 

Operational objective 1

To  further  support  the  development  and  implementation  of  national  regulatory  and  administrative systems.

	Outcomes

· National biosafety frameworks developed and implemented; 

· Functional national biosafety systems.

	A. Results/Outputs
	B. Planned Activities
	C. Summary of results of activities undertaken, good practices and lessons learned

[Enter text in column C, next to the relevant activity in column B, as appropriate]

	(a)
National biosafety policies, laws and regulations in place and being implemented 

(b)
National institutions and administrative systems for handling LMO applications in place

(c)
Standard operating procedures for handling LMO applications in place

(d)
Provisions made in the national annual budgets for operationalizing the national biosafety system

(e)
Trained staff in place to administer the national biosafety system

(f)
Biosafety is mainstreamed into broader development plans and sectoral policies and programmes, including the national biodiversity strategies and action plans
	1.1
Development and implementation/ enforcement of national biosafety policies and laws and the implementing regulations or guidelines
	The Law of the Republic of Belarus “On Safety in Genetic Engineering Activity” of January 9, 2006 establishes legal and organizational frameworks to ensure safety in genetic engineering activity. It aims to protect human health and the environment and it provides for the fulfillment of international obligations on safety in genetic engineering activity by the Republic of Belarus.
Legal mechanisms that establish procedures and conditions for genetic engineering activity were developed:

- In self-contained systems;
- Release of genetically engineered organisms into the environment for testing;
- Use of genetically engineered organisms for economic purposes;
- Import into the Republic of Belarus, export from the territory of the Republic of Belarus and transit through its territory of genetically engineered organisms;
- Storage and neutralization of genetically engineered organisms;
- Liability for violation of legislative requirements on safety in genetic engineering activity.

	
	1.2
Development of a best practice guide on: 

(i) 
Implementation of national biosafety frameworks; 
	

	
	(ii) 
Enforcement of national biosafety laws and regulations; 
	At the same time, the survey and analysis of biosafety activity in the Republic of Belarus, including the experience gained in enforcement of the existing legal and regulatory framework, identified the need to revise certain provisions of the Law of the Republic of Belarus “On Safety in Genetic Engineering Activity” and in particular:

· Its rectification and supplement with the main terms: “risk of possible adverse effects”, “genetic engineering activity”, “neutralization of genetically engineered organisms”;
· Risk assessment procedures and conditions are being reviewed; 

· Risk assessment procedures and conditions relating to possible adverse effects of genetically engineered organisms on human health and the environment are being reviewed;
The relations are being specified with regard to:

· Non-pathogenic genetically engineered microorganisms;

· Import into the Republic of Belarus, export from the Republic of Belarus and transit through its territory of genetically engineered organisms;
· Tracking and notification of transfer of genetically engineered organisms, and etc.
In 2017-2018 the Law passes revision by the State Institutions in the field of safety in genetic engineering activity.

	
	(iii) 
Establishment and management of administrative systems; and 
	Specially authorized Republican bodies of the State Administration in the field of safety in genetic engineering activity were established: the Ministry of Natural Resources and Environmental Protection of the Republic of Belarus, the Ministry of Health of the Republic of Belarus, the Ministry of Agriculture and Food of the Republic of Belarus.

It should also be noted that an extensive network of laboratories for the detection of genetically engineered organisms was formed in the territory of the Republic of Belarus. In total, there are 17 of such laboratories, which belong to different state administration bodies in the Republic. 

To ensure timely provision of information to state institutions, NGOs and citizens about the measures taken in the country to provide safety in genetic engineering activity for the environment and human health and to maintain constant liaison with the Secretariat of the Convention on Biological Diversity, the National Coordination Biosafety Centre (NCBC) with the functions assigned to the Institute of Genetics and Cytology, NAS of Belarus, was established. 

In the meantime, the Expert Board for Safety of Genetically Engineered Organisms was established at the Ministry of Natural Resources and Environmental Protection to exercise functions in the field of genetic engineering activity. It includes representatives of the concerned state bodies, scientific organizations and the public. The work of the Expert Board allows, benefiting from the knowledge and experience of all the country’s organizations competent in the field of safety in genetic engineering activity, to make decisions:

· On the admissibility of release of genetically engineered organisms into the environment for testing or their use for economic purposes;

· Determine risk management methods when releasing genetically engineered organisms into the environment and the methods of ecological and genetic monitoring

From 2014 onwards, 7 applications for state expertise in safety of genetically engineered organisms were considered. Based on its results and the Expert Board recommendations, 3 permits were issued for release of non-pathogenic genetically engineered organisms into the environment for testing.

	
	(iv) 
Mainstreaming of biosafety into relevant policies/plans
	On 26 December 2012, the Ministry of Natural Resources and Environmental Protection of the Republic of Belarus adopted a Strategic Plan on the implementation of the Cartagena Protocol on Biosafety in the Republic of Belarus. The plan covers the period up to 2020.



	
	1.3
Development of training modules based on elements of the above guide
	

	
	1.4
Organization of training of trainers workshops on the elements of the best practice guide responsible for administering the biosafety regulatory systems
	

	
	1.5
Development and/or implementation of an electronic system for: 

(i) 
handling of notifications and 
	

	
	(ii)
registration of applications and approvals/decisions taken
	

	
	1.6
Organization of training courses and on-the-job training programmes for personnel
	

	Focal area 2: Risk assessment and risk management

Operational objective 2

To enable Parties to evaluate, apply, share and carry out risk assessments and establish local science-based capacities to regulate, manage, monitor and control risks of living modified organisms (LMOs).

	Outcomes

· Resources, including human resources, and the administrative mechanisms required to assess risks of LMOs are available;

· Training materials and technical guidance on risk assessment and risk management developed and used by Parties;

· Infrastructure and administrative mechanisms established for the management of risks of LMOs at national, subregional or regional levels.

	A. Results/Outputs
	B. Planned Activities
	C. Summary of results of activities undertaken, good practices and lessons learned

[Enter text in column C, next to the relevant activity in column B, as appropriate]

	(a) Parties have trained experts in fields relevant for risk assessment and risk management

(b) Guidance on risk assessment and risk management of LMOs readily available and being used by Parties

(c) Local experts conducting risk assessments and/or risk assessment audits as part of decision-making regarding LMOs

(d) Parties submitting risk assessment summaries to the BCH

(e) Baseline data on biodiversity relevant for risk assessment and risk management available

(f) Parties have the necessary infrastructure for risk assessment and risk management

(g) Parties using science-based risk assessment methods

(h) Parties have LMO monitoring programmes based on defined protection goals, risk hypotheses and relevant assessment endpoints
	2.1 Establishment of institutional arrangements (e.g., technical and advisory committees or other arrangements) for conducting or reviewing risk assessments 
	For conducting and reviewing risk assessments, the Biosafety Expert Board for Genetically Engineered Organisms at the Ministry of Natural Resources and Environmental Protection of the Republic of Belarus was established. The Regulation on the Safety Expert Board for Genetically Engineered Organisms at the Ministry of Natural Resources and Environmental Protection of the Republic of Belarus was approved by the Resolution of the Ministry of Natural Resources and Environmental Protection of the Republic of Belarus of August 17, 2006 No. 52. The Safety Expert Board is a collegial advisory body that incorporates Board members from the officials of the Ministry of Natural Resources and Environmental Protection of the Republic of Belarus, other specially authorized bodies of State Administration in the field of safety in genetic engineering activity and specialists in this field, as well as citizens of the Republic of Belarus. A list of members, constituting the Biosafety Expert Board for Genetically Engineered Organisms at the Ministry of Natural Resources and Environmental Protection of the Republic of Belarus (http://www.biosafety.by/otsenki-riskov/ekspertnyj-sovet/), clearly shows that the Board includes representatives of the establishments subordinated to different agencies and scientific institutions and it ensures the representation of all the involved and competent in the area of biosafety establishments and agencies (institutions). The work of the Biosafety Expert Board allows, using the knowledge and experience of all the country organizations competent in the issues of safety in genetic engineering activity, to decide on the admissibility of release of genetically engineered organisms into the environment for testing or their use for economic purposes; it also allows to identify risk management techniques of their release and monitoring methods.

	(i) 
	2.2 Organization of training‑of‑trainers workshops on risk assessment and risk management
	The National Coordination Biosafety Centre, established in accordance with the Resolution of the Council of Ministers of the Republic of Belarus of June 19, 1998 No. 963. at the Institute of Genetics and Cytology, NAS of Belarus, initiates training workshops and seminars for biosafety experts upon the request. NCBC employees work out online modules on GMO biosafety issues, including the modules for the experts performing LMO risk assessment and the persons responsible for LMO authorization and the public concerned. 

It should be specially noted that an important step for the training of trainers was done during the workshops held with support of the UNEP-GEF international technical assistance projects (“Development of the National Biosafety Framework for the Republic of Belarus” (2003-2004), “Capacity-building for Effective Participation in the Biosafety Clearing-House” (2006-2007), “Support to Preparation of the Second National Biosafety Report to the Cartagena Protocol on Biosafety” in 2011 and “Support to Preparation of the Third National Biosafety Report to the Cartagena Protocol on Biosafety” in 2015), CEI seminar “Experience Sharing in Public Education and Awareness of Biosafety Issues” (Oсtober 1, 2013), the Project of the Secretariat of the Convention on Biological Diversity “Capacity-building to promote integrated implementation of the Cartagena Protocol on Biosafety and the Convention on Biological Diversity at the national level”, 2017. 
On September 24-28, 2018 with support from the Government of the Republic of Korea through the Korea Biosafety Capacity-Building Initiative, the Secretariat of the Convention on Biological Diversity is organizing a training course on Risk Assessment of Living Modified Organisms; to be held in Minsk, Belarus.

	(j) 
	2.3 Development of guidance documents on risk assessment and risk management
	In 2006, the Chief Sanitary Doctor of the Republic of Belarus approved methodological guidelines “Procedures for Risk Assessment of Possible Harmful Effects of Genetically Engineered Organisms on Human Health. Instructions for Use”, developed by the Republican Scientific and Practical Center of Hygiene, the National Coordination Biosafety Centre (NCBC) of the Institute of Genetics and Cytology, NAS of Belarus, and the Republican Center for Hygiene, Epidemiology and Public Health.
In 2014 methodological guidelines “Risk assessment of GMO impacts on the conservation and sustainable use of biological diversity, taking into account the risks to human health” was developed by the NCBC and agreed by the Ministry of Natural Resources and Environmental Protection of the Republic of Belarus (22.10.2014 No. 3-2-11 / 1124 - ext.).

	(k) 
	2.4 Development or strengthening of technical infrastructure for risk assessment and risk management
	Tests of non-pathogenic genetically engineered organisms under their first release into the environment should be conducted in trial fields and other objects, specially equipped to prevent possible adverse effects of these organisms on the environment and should meet the safety requirements established by the Resolution of the Ministry of Natural Resources and Environmental Protection of the Republic of Belarus of August 29, 2006 No. 56. Three fields have certificates destined for testing of genetically modified plants: trial fields of the State Scientific Institution “Central Botanic Garden of the National Academy of Sciences of Belarus” (registration date: 17 November 2010), the State Scientific Institution “Institute of Genetics and Cytology of the National Academy of Sciences of Belarus” (registration date: 3 December 2012) and the Scientific and Practical Center of the National Academy of Sciences of Belarus for Potato, Vegetable and Fruit Growing (registration date: 17 June 2014).
An essential result of the implementation of assignments within the State program “Innovative Biotechnologies” was the establishment at the State Scientific Institution “Institute of Genetics & Cytology of the National Academy of Sciences of Belarus” of the “DNA-biotechnology Centre for the DNA-marking and Certification of Plants, Animals, Microorganisms and a Human”, and in October 2015 – International Research Centre for Safety in Genetic Engineering Activities.

In the course of the State Programme implementation, the Gene bank of the Republic of Belarus (the National Bank of Plant Gene Resources of the Republic of Belarus) was established at the Republican Unitary Enterprise “Scientific & Practical Centre for Arable Farming” and it stores the major seed stock (seed fund) of economically valuable plant genetic resources in the Republic of Belarus. As part of the same program implementation, the Republican DNA Bank of Plants, Animals, Microorganisms and a Human was formed at the State Scientific Institution “Institute of Genetics & Cytology of the National Academy of Sciences of Belarus”.

	(l) 
	2.5 Conducting scientific biosafety research relating to LMOs
	Out of 47 assignments, implemented within a framework of subprogram “Agricultural Biotechnology (plant growing) of the State program “Innovative Biotechnologies” aimed to ensure the biosafety system development, the following should be noted:

“Biosafety assessment of transgenic potato plants for human health, animals and the environment” carried out by the State Scientific Institution “Institute of Genetics & Cytology”, the State Scientific Institution “Institute of Biophysics & Cell Engineering”, and the State Unitary Enterprise “Scientific & Practical Centre for Potato, Vegetable and Fruit Growing of the National Academy of Sciences of Belarus”.

“The field creation to perform transgenic plants’ testing under their first release into the environment” at the State Scientific Institution “Institute of Genetics & Cytology of the National Academy of Sciences of Belarus”, carried out by the State Scientific Institution “Institute of Genetics & Cytology of the National Academy of Sciences of Belarus” in 2014.

“The completion of the field creation to perform transgenic plant testing under their first release into the environment at the Republican Unitary Enterprise “Scientific & Practical Centre for Potato, Vegetable and Fruit Growing”, carried out by the Republican Unitary Enterprise “Scientific & Practical Centre for Potato, Vegetable and Fruit Growing” in 2015. 

“The establishment of the DNA Biotechnology Center for the DNA-marking and certification of plants, animals, microorganisms and a human carried out by the State Scientific Institution “Institute of Genetics & Cytology of the National Academy of Sciences of Belarus”.
“The role determination of a heterologous gene expression of thaumatin II protein in showing of antifungal activity and changes in the fruit taste of marsh cranberry (Oxycoccus macrocorpus).  The technology development for laboratory and field trials of transgenic cranberry plants to select forms with the increased resistance to pathogens and modified fruit palatability traits”, carried out by the State Scientific Institution “Central Botanic Garden of the National Academy of Sciences of Belarus” in 2014.

Also, within Subprogram 2 “ Genetic, physiological and biochemical bases for the adaptive crop breeding” of the State program “Innovative Technologies for the Agroproduction Complex” for years 2011-2015, the Scientific & Practical Centre for Arable Farming and the State Scientific Institution “Institute of Genetics & Cytology of the National Academy of Sciences of Belarus” carried out the assignment “Study of molecular genetic biochemical and biological characteristics of transgenic rape plants with  CYP11A1 gene encoding P450 cytochrome expression”.

	(m) 
	2.6 Review of existing data and/or conducting new research to acquire data on biodiversity for specific ecological areas (e.g., botanical files, consensus documents, national inventories, etc.) relevant to risk assessment and risk management
	Every year an ecological monitoring of flora and fauna by specialists (zoologist and botanist) is conducted in the experimental field of the Institute of Genetics and Cytology and the experimental field’s adjacent territory (perimeter of 300 m) and the lists of plant and animal species are compiled. The data are placed on the NCBC website and accessible through the link at: http://www.biosafety.by/opytnye-polya/opytnoe-pole-instituta-genetiki-i-tsitologii-nan-belarusi/rezultaty-ekologo-geneticheskogo-monitoringa/.
In Belarus, lead experts of corresponding scientific institutions are constantly conducting expeditions and compiling botanical files, national inventories, including by regions, as well as by National Parks and Protected Areas.
Rare species are listed in the Red Book.
There is a number of available electronic databases with search systems for wildlife, e.g.: 
The State Cadastre of the Plant World, which is maintained by the Ministry of Natural Resources and Environmental Protection:  http://belflora.by/frontend/web/site/about
Information Retrieval System of the Central Botanical Garden, NAS of Belarus

Red Book of the Republic of Belarus http://redbook.minpriroda.gov.by/ and etc.
Annually, the website of the State Inspection for Testing and Protection of Plant Varieties http://sorttest.by/gosudarstvennyy-reyestr-sortov-2017-1 publishes a new register of plant varieties, their characters and properties and agricultural technology, cultivation areas.

In a number of regions, convenient for searching and characterization GIS were designed with representative and fast search for plants within the database coverage area, e.g. Narochansky Park.

	(n) 
	2.7 Establishment and maintenance of user‑friendly databases to facilitate easy access to data on biodiversity relevant for risk assessment and risk management
	The monitoring data around the experimental fields are placed on the NCBC website: biosafety.by and are accessible through the link at: http://www.biosafety.by/opytnye-polya/opytnoe-pole-instituta-genetiki-i-tsitologii-nan-belarusi/rezultaty-ekologo-geneticheskogo-monitoringa/

	(o) 
	2.8 Development of LMO monitoring frameworks and programmes, including post-release monitoring of LMOs
	

	(p) 
	2.9 Training of scientists, phytosanitary officers, inspectors and other relevant officials on LMO monitoring, enforcement and emergency response
	

	Focal area 3: Handling, transport, packaging and identification 

Operational objective 3

To develop capacity for handling, transport, packaging and identification of living modified organisms.

	Outcomes

· Customs/border control officials and other officials are able to enforce the Protocol’s requirements related to handling, transport, packaging and identification of LMOs;

· Personnel are trained and equipped for sampling, detection and identification of LMOs. 

	A. Results/Outputs
	B. Planned Activities
	C. Summary of results of activities undertaken, good practices and lessons learned
[Enter text in column C, next to the relevant activity in column B, as appropriate]

	(a) National systems for implementing the Protocol’s requirements on the handling, transport, packaging and identification of LMOs in place and are operational

(b) National systems, including standard operating procedures, for detection and identification of LMOs in place

(c) Local experts able to detect and identify LMOs in shipments

(d) Capacity for verification and certification of documentation accompanying LMO shipments at the points of entry in place

(e) Certified LMO testing facilities established at national and (sub)regional levels

(f) Systems for traceability and labelling of LMOs in place

(g) Regional and subregional networks of laboratories for LMO detection and identification established


	3.1
Establishment of national systems for implementing the Protocol’s requirements on the handling, transport, packaging and identification of LMOs
	National rules on handling, transport and packaging were developed and described in the Law “On Safety in Genetic Engineering Activity” of January 9, 2006 and the by-Laws developed for the Law implementation and available on the BCH website at the link of: http://bch.cbd.int/database/results?searchid=707626.
In accordance with the Laws of the Republic of Belarus “On Quality and Safety of Alimentary Raw Materials and Food Products for Human Life and Health” and “On Protection of Consumer Rights”, a customer (buyer, purchaser) shall have a right to credible information on food products, including on the content of LMOs or their components in them. Normative legal acts that determine the labelling rules for products, containing genetically modified components, and that implement the above-mentioned right to the LMO-related information shall serve this objective. In addition, there is a list of agricultural crops and products mandatory for screening on a regular basis with a view of genetically modified components’ identification in them (the Resolution of the Ministry of Health of the Republic of Belarus and the Committee for Standardization, Metrology and Certification approved by the Council of Ministers of the Republic of Belarus on June 8, 2005 No. 12/26 "On Approval of a List of the Production Raw Materials and Food Products Subject to Control for the Presence of Genetically Modified Components). A list of products subject to mandatory control contains 25 names of soya and corn products.

	(h) 
	3.2
Development of national systems to implement international rules and standards for sampling and detection of LMOs to facilitate mutual recognition of LMO identification results within and between countries
	The examination should be carried out in the accredited, in accordance with the Accreditation System of the Republic of Belarus, Laboratories for GMO Detection (LDGMOs). Accreditation of laboratories is conducted according to the State Standards, the main one of which is ISO / IEC STB 17025. Laboratories for GMO Detection, the number of which at the beginning of 2018 is 17, located in all 6 regions of the Republic of Belarus. 
The GMO label “Contains GMOs” is mandatory in the Republic of Belarus. The label “Contains No GMOs” is non-mandatory. The basis for a mark sign “Contains GMOs” or “No GMO-contained” is the documents that include laboratory research

	(i) 
	3.3
Establishment of mechanisms for auditing the efficacy of the national systems for handling, transport, packaging and identification of LMOs
	Laboratories for GMO Detection confirm their competence in accordance with the national accreditation system and are accredited on an ongoing basis (every 1-1,5 year) by Belarusian State Centre for Accreditation.

	(j) 
	3.4
Organization of national and (sub)regional training workshops on LMO documentation and identification requirements for customs and border control officials and other relevant stakeholders
	Training workshops with invitation of border control officials were held in the course of implementation of the UNEP-GEF international technical assistance projects (Development of the National Biosafety Framework for the Republic of Belarus” (2003-2004), “Capacity-building for Effective Participation in the Biosafety Clearing-House” (2006-2007), Support to Preparation of the Second National Biosafety Report to the Cartagena Protocol on Biosafety” in 2011 and “Support to Preparation of the Third National Biosafety Report to the Cartagena Protocol on Biosafety” in 2015), CEI seminar “Experience Sharing in Public Education and Awareness of Biosafety Issues” (Oсtober 1, 2013), the Project of the Secretariat of the Convention on Biological Diversity “Capacity-building to promote integrated implementation of the Cartagena Protocol on Biosafety and the Convention on Biological Diversity at the national level”.

National Coordination Biosafety Centre (NCBC) developed on-line training module "Detection, Identification and Quantitative Determination of GMOs in Food Products, Raw Materials and Seeds within the Context of the Republic of Belarus Legislation" for employees of the Laboratories for the Detection of GMOs and employees of Customs bodies of the Republic of Belarus. On November 28, 2017 at 11:00 (UTC + 3), the NCBC conducted first webinar.

	(k) 
	3.5
Development of standardized forms and checklists on identification requirements for use in verification of the documentation accompanying LMO shipments
	

	(l) 
	3.6
Development of methodologies and protocols for sampling and detection of LMOs and/or adapting existing ones
	Detection and identification of LMOs is carried out in accordance with GOST ISO 21569-2009, GOST ISO 21571-2009.

	(m) 
	3.7
Organization of trainings for local scientists and laboratory technicians in LMO detection and analysis
	National Coordination Biosafety Centre (NCBC) developed on-line training module "Detection, Identification and Quantitative Determination of GMOs in Food Products, Raw Materials and Seeds within the Context of the Republic of Belarus Legislation" for employees of the Laboratories for the Detection of GMOs and employees of Customs bodies of the Republic of Belarus. On November 28, 2017 at 11:00 (UTC + 3), the NCBC conducted first webinar.

	(n) 
	3.8
Establishment of infrastructure for detection and identification of LMOs, including accredited laboratories
	Accredited in accordance with National Standards Laboratories for GMO Detection, the number of which at the beginning of 2018 is 17, located in different regions of the Republic of Belarus.

	(o) 
	3.9
Establishment of (sub)regional networks of laboratories for LMO detection
	

	Focal area 4: Liability and redress

Operational objective 4

To assist Parties to the Protocol to establish and apply rules and procedures on liability and redress for damage resulting from the transboundary movements of living modified organisms, in accordance with the Nagoya – Kuala Lumpur Supplementary Protocol on Liability and Redress.

	Outcomes

· Institutional mechanisms or processes identified or established to facilitate the implementation of the Nagoya – Kuala Lumpur Supplementary Protocol on Liability and Redress.

	A. Results/Outputs
	B. Planned Activities
	C. Summary of results of activities undertaken, good practices and lessons learned
[Enter text in column C, next to the relevant activity in column B, as appropriate]

	(a) Existing national policies, laws and administrative systems identified and used, and/or amended, to implement the Supplementary Protocol requirements

(b) Guidance available and being used by competent authorities in the discharge of their responsibilities under the Supplementary Protocol

(c) National capacity for determining appropriate response measures in the event of damage developed

(d) User-friendly databases/ knowledge management systems in place and being used to establish baselines and to monitor the status of biodiversity

(e) Financial and other support being provided by the GEF, bilateral and multilateral donors and relevant organizations for the ratification and implementation of the Supplementary Protocol

(f) Best practices and lessons learned in the implementation of the Supplementary Protocol available through the BCH
	4.1
Analysis of existing national policies, laws and institutional mechanisms to determine how they address or could address the requirements of the Supplementary Protocol
	

	(g) 
	4.2
Establishment of new, or amendment of existing, domestic legal and administrative frameworks to implement the requirements of the Supplementary Protocol
	

	(h) 
	4.3
Development of guidance to assist competent authorities in discharging their responsibilities under the Supplementary Protocol
	

	(i) 
	4.4
Organization of training activities to strengthen the scientific and technical capacity of the competent authorities to be able to evaluate damage, establish causal links and determine appropriate response measures
	

	(j) 
	4.5
Establishment of databases and knowledge management systems to facilitate the establishment of baselines and monitoring of the status of biodiversity at genetic, species and ecosystem levels
	

	(k) 
	4.6
Strengthening national capacity to provide for administrative or judicial review of decisions on response measures to be taken by the operator in accordance with Article 5.6 of the Supplementary Protocol
	

	(l) 
	4.7
Compilation and exchange of information on experiences and lessons learned in the implementation of the Supplementary Protocol through the BCH
	

	(m) 
	4.8
Mobilization of financial and other support for ratification and implementation of the Supplementary Protocol
	

	Focal area 5: Public awareness, education and participation 

Operational objective 5 

To enhance capacity at the national, regional and international levels that would facilitate efforts to raise public awareness, and promote education and participation concerning the safe transfer, handling and use of living modified organisms.

	Outcomes

· Parties have access to guidance and training materials on public awareness, education and participation concerning the safe transfer, handling and use of LMOs;

· Parties are enabled to promote and facilitate public awareness, education and participation in biosafety.

	A. Results/Outputs
	B. Planned Activities
	C. Summary of results of activities undertaken, good practices and lessons learned
[Enter text in column C, next to the relevant activity in column B, as appropriate]

	(a) Programmes for promoting public awareness are being implemented

(b) Guidance materials and toolkits including methodologies and best practices for promoting public awareness, and promote education and participation in place and being used by Parties

(c) Improved mechanisms for public awareness, and promote education and participation

(d) Effective implementation of public awareness, and promote education and participation at national, regional and international level 


	5.1 Collection of information on legal frameworks and mechanisms put in place and actual experiences on public awareness, education and participation
	Article 23 of the Law of the Republic of Belarus “On Safety in Genetic Engineering Activity” of January 9, 2006, identifies the right of citizens and NGOs to obtain information on safety in genetic engineering activity. Citizens and NGOs are guaranteed the right to receive complete, timely and reliable information on safety in genetic engineering activity. Specially authorized state bodies in the field of safety in genetic engineering activity, as well as legal entities and individual entrepreneurs involved in genetic engineering activities, are obliged, in accordance with legislation, to provide information on safety in genetic engineering activity at the request of concerned citizens and NGOs.

According to para 5 of the procedures and uniform requirements to risk assessment of possible adverse effects of genetically engineered organisms on human health shall be established by the Provision approved by the Resolution of the Council of Ministers of the Republic of Belarus of May 4, 2010 No. 677. 5. 

The risk assessment information submitted by the applicant to the Expert Board of the Ministry of Natural Resources and Environmental Protection for expert examination shall be provided to the State Scientific Institution “Institute of Genetics and Cytology of the National Academy of Sciences of Belarus”, which fulfills the functions of the National Coordination Biosafety Centre (NCBC) to present this information for discussion to all the concerned. The NCBC shall within 5 days after receiving risk assessment information place it on its website. The interested legal persons and individuals can get acquainted with this information within 60 days from the date of posting risk assessment information on the information site of the NCBC and submit their comments and suggestions to the NCBC, which upon the expiry of indicated period summarizes the received comments and suggestions and within 10 days sends them to the Expert Board for consideration.
On 26 December 2012, the Ministry of Natural Resources and Environmental Protection of the Republic of Belarus adopted a Strategic Plan for the implementation of the Cartagena Protocol on Biosafety in the Republic of Belarus. The plan covers the period up to 2020. Public education is included in the Strategic Plan. It defines the activities aimed at raising public awareness and its training. It points that the activities should be held by the Ministry of Natural Resources and Environmental Protection together with the National Coordination Biosafety Centre and with the direct participation of the Aarhus Center. 

	(e) 
	5.2
Development and dissemination of training packages/online modules, guidance materials and other tools for different target groups
	The online modules on LMO biosafety issues, including for the personnel of the LMO Detection Laboratories, experts conducting risk assessment, persons responsible for LMO authorization and the general public, were developed as part of online training by the NCBC personnel. The online modules were designed based on the results obtained under the UNEP-GEF Project “Support to Preparation of the Third National Biosafety Report” and
the Project of the Secretariat of the Convention on Biological Diversity “Capacity-building to Promote Integrated Implementation of the Cartagena Protocol on Biosafety and the Convention on Biological Diversity at the National Level”. 

	(f) 
	5.3
Organization of regional and national workshops on the implementation of the above guidance/toolkit in order to strengthen or establish national mechanisms for public awareness, education and participation, interlinking with complementary international agreements
	

	(g) 
	5.4
Organization of training-of-trainers workshops for biosafety educators, communicators and other government and non-government personnel at national and (sub)regional levels
	The Secretariat of the Convention on Biological Diversity and UNEP-GEF have provided great assistance in raising public awareness in Belarus. Under the projects “Development of the National Biosafety Framework (NBF) for the Republic of Belarus” (2003-2004) and “Capacity-building for Effective Participation in the Biosafety Clearing-House” (2006-2007), “Support to the Preparation of the Second and Third National Biosafety Reports”, as well as the Project of the Secretariat of the Convention on Biological Diversity “Capacity-building to Promote Integrated Implementation of the Cartagena Protocol on Biosafety and the Convention on Biological Diversity at the National Level” in 2016, 17 Round Table events and training workshops were held for all target groups at the national level.

NCBC also holds workshops and seminars upon request for all the target groups at the national level.

	(h) 
	5.5
Establishment of mechanisms to inform the public about existing opportunities and modalities for participation
	The public is informed about the possibility to participate being invited to each biosafety training workshop held by the National Coordination Biosafety Centre (NCBC) and the Ministry of Natural Resources and Environmental Protection and the Aarhus Center. When holding any event, including training events and workshops, the NCBC contacts the Aarhus Center and the Aarhus Center forwards the information by e-mail using a list of all public organizations. 

	(i) 
	5.6
Establishment of national biosafety websites, searchable databases and national resource centres
	NCBC maintains the biosafety website and the national database biosafety.by.

In accordance with Article 22 of the Law of the Republic of Belarus “On Safety in Genetic Engineering Activity”, the following shall be implemented within a framework of information support in the field of genetic engineering activity:

collection, analysis and systematization of information in the field of safety in genetic engineering activity; 

databank development on genetically engineered organisms;

provision of information on safety issues in genetic engineering activity to interested legal entities and individuals;

information exchange with Coordination Biosafety Centers of other States and international organizations.

Specially authorized Republican bodies of State Administration in the field of safety in genetic engineering activity shall, within 5 days after issuance of a permit for release of non-pathogenic genetically engineered organisms into the environment for testing and a State Registration Certificate for genetically engineered plant varieties, genetically engineered animal breeds and strains of non-pathogenic genetically engineered microorganisms, as well as the State Customs Committee of the Republic of Belarus, within 5 days after crossing the customs border of the Republic of Belarus by a cargo with genetically engineered organisms, submit relevant information to the State Scientific Institution “Institute of Genetics and Cytology of the National Academy of Sciences of Belarus” with a view of the Databank development on genetically engineered organisms and information exchange with Coordination Biosafety Centers of other States and international organizations. Information shall be submitted to the State Scientific Institution “Institute of Genetics and Cytology of the National Academy of Sciences of Belarus” according to the forms established by these State Bodies and by agreement with the National Academy of Sciences of Belarus.

Procedure and conditions for information submission from the Databank on genetically engineered organisms to the interested legal entities and individuals shall be established by the Resolution approved by the Council of Ministers of the Republic of Belarus of September 15, 2006 No. 1222.

The Databank forms a constituent part of the National Biosafety Database developed in accordance with the Resolution of the Council of Ministers of the Republic of Belarus of June 19, 1998 No. 963 “On Establishment of the National Coordination Biosafety Centre”, and it constitutes a specialized automated information system of electronic documents.

The Databank operates for the purposes of:

collection, analysis and systematization of information on the Republic of Belarus legislation with regard to safety in genetic engineering activity;

collection, systematization and analysis of information on the genetically engineered organisms imported, developed and used for economic purposes in the Republic of Belarus;

delivery of information on the genetically engineered organisms imported, developed and used for economic purposes in the Republic of Belarus to the concerned Republican bodies of State Administration;

fulfillment of international obligations by the Republic of Belarus for the Cartagena Protocol on Biosafety related to the provision of information to the international Database of the Biosafety Clearing-House;

assisting Coordination Biosafety Centers (Focal Points) of other countries and international organizations in providing and exchanging information related to the Cartagena Protocol on Biosafety;

exercising rights of citizens and NGOs to full and accurate information in the field of safety in genetic engineering activity in the Republic of Belarus.

	(j) 
	5.7
Development and implementation of biosafety public-awareness programmes
	Implementation of public-awareness programmes is carried out in accordance with the Strategic Plan for the implementation of the Cartagena Protocol on Biosafety in the Republic of Belarus adopted by the Ministry of Natural Resources and Environmental Protection of the Republic of Belarus on 26 December 2012.

	Focal area 6: Information-sharing

Operational objective 6

To ensure that the BCH is easily accessed by all established stakeholders, in particular in developing countries and countries with economies in transition.

	Outcomes

· Increased access to information in the BCH and sharing of information through the BCH by users in developing countries and countries with economies in transition;

· Tools to facilitate implementation of the Protocol are easily accessible through the BCH;

· Information on the BCH is easily accessible to stakeholders, including the general public.

	A. Results/Outputs
	B. Planned Activities
	C. Summary of results of activities undertaken, good practices and lessons learned

[Enter text in column C, next to the relevant activity in column B, as appropriate]

	(a) Parties able to register mandatory information in the BCH

(b) Parties, non-Parties and other stakeholders are able to post non-mandatory information to the BCH

(c) Improved coordination and sharing of experiences on the BCH at national, (sub)regional, and global levels

(d) Increased awareness and capacity of relevant stakeholders and general public to access information through BCH

(e) National systems set up to gather, manage and upload onto the BCH all the information required under the Protocol
	6.1
Establishment/maintenance of national and regional infrastructure for accessing the BCH
	The country has an established infrastructure for BCH accessing and the authorized persons (Focal Points, National Authorized Users) providing information for the BCH website. At all conferences held by the Ministry of Natural Resources and Environmental Protection and the National Coordination Biosafety Centre, all categories of users and information providers are constantly informed about the opportunity of BCH website accessing.

	(f) 
	6.2
Development of national and (sub)regional systems for gathering/managing information for submission to the BCH
	The National Coordination Biosafety Centre (NCBC), which is the BCH National Focal Point, was established in the country. The NCBC maintains the National Biosafety Database and the website: www.biosafety.by. According to the national legislation, biosafety information is provided by the bodies in the field of safety in genetic engineering activity to the NCBC. The NCBC, as the National Focal Point, provides most of the information to the BCH website.

	(g) 
	6.3
Creation of national websites using, as appropriate, AJAX and Hermes tools
	The NCBC maintains the National Biosafety Database and the website: www.biosafety.by.

	(h) 
	6.4
Organization of BCH training for specific target groups, using the BCH Regional Advisors’ network
	In 2018-2019, the Republic of Belarus implements the UNEP-GEF Project “Sustainable Capacity Building for Effective Participation in the BCH”. Under the Project, three training workshops will be held (two of them with the help of the BCH Regional Advisors):

i) A workshop for key stakeholders (Government representatives, industry, importers, producers, distributors, researchers, farmers and farming organisations’ outreach systems, major food and feed companies where appropriate, NGOs and civil society, and print and broadcast media) aiming to set up procedures and mechanisms needed to achieve sustainability of an effective participation in the BCH, and establish national procedures and operational linkages to gather information to be placed on the BCH in line with national biosafety policy and biosafety framework; 

ii) A workshop for key Government representatives with responsibilities for implementing the Biosafety Protocol, particularly those that will update and use the BCH as a means of fulfilling the national obligations set forth in the Protocol. The representatives will include the BCH National Focal Point (NFP), National Authorized Users (NAUs), Competent National Authorities (CNAs), and other information providers. 

iii) A workshop for key stakeholders on how the information available on the BCH portal can be best utilized. The workshop will introduce BCH training materials and demonstrate how the BCH know-how can be utilized by national educational institutions and other key stakeholders (Government representatives, Government technical staff, border control and customs officials, GMO Detection Laboratories, farmers and agriculture organizations, the industrial sector and private sector groups (e.g. importers, exporters, producers), major food and feed companies, civil society and Non-Governmental Organizations, print and broadcast media).

	(i) 
	6.5
Enhancement of cooperation between relevant international organizations on the further development and population of the BCH to maximize use of existing resources, experiences and expertise and to minimize duplication of activities
	The question will be discussed during the First Workshop under the UNEP-GEF Project “Sustainable Capacity Building for Effective Participation in the BCH”.

	(j) 
	6.6
Organization of training for information management experts on the BCH and putting in place mechanisms to facilitate use of the BCH by various stakeholders
	Answer is given in the p. 6.4.

	(k) 
	6.7
Establishment of mechanisms to enable countries to monitor the use of the BCH at the national level and to address gaps
	The mechanism will be developed under the UNEP-GEF Project “Sustainable Capacity Building for Effective Participation in the BCH”.

	(l) 
	6.8
Continuation of the BCH capacity-building projects at national and (sub)regional levels
	The participants of the face-to-face meeting of the CEE Regional Training Workshop for the National Focal Points of the Biosafety Clearing House (BCH), which was held in Belgrade, Serbia, and organized under the UNEP-GEF Project “Sustainable Capacity Building for Effective BCH Participation - Phase 3” propose to establish the Regional Biosafety Network. During the meeting, the draft long-term plan for the network and its structure were developed. 
Moldova was chosen as a leader country for 2018 and Belarus for 2019. The development of the СЕЕ regional database using Hermes tools started with the Regional Coordinators’ involvement. 

	(m) 
	6.9
Enhancement of the BCH coordination mechanism at the national level, including interministerial and interagency collaboration with relevant stakeholders
	Enhanced BCH coordination mechanism at the national level, including interministerial and interagency collaboration with relevant stakeholders, will be discussed during the workshops under the UNEP-GEF Project “Sustainable Capacity Building for Effective Participation in the BCH”.

	Focal area 7: Biosafety education and training 

Operational objective 7 

To promote education and training of biosafety professionals through greater coordination and collaboration among academic institutions and relevant organizations.

	Outcomes

· A sustainable pool of biosafety professionals with various competencies available at national/ international levels;

· Improved biosafety education and training programmes;

· Increased exchange of information, training materials and staff and students among academic institutions and relevant organizations.

	A. Results/Outputs
	B. Planned Activities
	C. Summary of results of activities undertaken, good practices and lessons learned

[Enter text in column C, next to the appropriate activity in column B, if applicable]

	(a) Improved identification of training needs and target audiences

(b) Information on the current situation with regard to existing biosafety-related education and training initiatives available

(c) Relevant documentation (including real-life dossiers and full risk assessment reports) made available for biosafety education and education purposes

(d) Compilations of existing biosafety training and education initiatives and trainers are made available

(e) E-learning courses and other distance education and training programs on biosafety are available

(f) Scientific and professional conferences and workshops support exchange of information and experiences

(g) Biosafety regulators continuously trained through on-the-job and off-the-job training programmes
	7.1
Undertaking of periodic training needs assessments to ascertain the demand for biosafety education and training programme, and to identify target audiences
	

	(h) 
	7.2
Development and/or strengthening of biosafety education and training programs at national and (sub)regional levels, including online and continuing education programs
	The National Coordination Biosafety Centre (NCBC) provides a number of biosafety educational resources, including online modules, biosafety courses and educational articles available on the website at the link: http://biosafety.by/. The online modules are on LMO and GMO biosafety issues, including the GMO Detection Laboratories on new methods of LMO detection and identification and for the experts involved in LMO risk assessment, for persons responsible for LMO authorization and for the public concerned. There is also education and training courses and seminars in collaboration with the Aarhus Centre (http://www.aarhusbel.com/), including a presentation on "Sharing Experience in the Field of Education and Raising Public Awareness of Biosafety Issues" (http://biosafety.org.by/cei-2013) and "Public Participation in Biosafety Issues" (http://biosafety.org.by/seminar_17-07-2015). Books and guidelines are also available through the link for the primary, secondary and tertiary level, including the Belarusian State University course on Microbiology Cathedra "Transgenic Eukaryotic Microorganisms" (http://www.bio.bsu.by/microbio/kursy_transgen_eukariot_org.html). Finally, there is also educational materials, including articles for outreach purposes (http://biosafety.org.by/publications and http://biosafety.org.by/faq)  and speeches on radio and television e.g. https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=tVEI4lFNVnI&list=PLmGv3zIr0LKCB3Vzk6nqzo7ic30SKhj7P).

	(i) 
	7.3
Exchange of information on existing biosafety education and training courses and programmes through the BCH
	Belarus places online courses-related links on the BCH portal.

	(j) 
	7.4
Integration of biosafety into the curricula of existing relevant academic programs and courses
	Biosafety lectures were integrated into the Belarusian State University course at the Microbiology Cathedra “Transgenic Eukaryotic Microorganisms” and into the course “Genomics and Biotechnology” for graduate biologists at the Institute for Scientific Personnel Training of the National Academy of Sciences. The former consists of two lectures “Development and Use of Transgenic Organisms” and “Genetically Modified Organisms and Biosafety Issues”.

	(k) 
	7.5
Establishment of national and (sub)regional coordination mechanisms or networks for institutions involved in biosafety education and training to facilitate the sharing experiences and best practices
	

	(l) 
	7.6
Exchange of biosafety training and research materials among academic institutions
	All NCBC training materials are available on the NCBC website: biosafety.by

	(m) 
	7.7
Development of academic exchange and fellowship programs to facilitate the sharing of expertise, including through North-South and South-South cooperation
	

	(n) 
	7.8
Expansion and maintenance of the database in the BCH on existing biosafety training and education programmes/courses, academic staff/experts on relevant subjects and training materials.
	

	(o) 
	7.9
Strengthening the capacity of existing universities, research institutes and centres of excellence to deliver biosafety education and training
	



