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Montpellier



Mediterranean Sea

Cevennes Mountains

250 000 inhabitants in the city
392 000 inhabitants in the urban centre



Public 
Green Spaces & Parks: 

954 Ha

Protected Areas: 233 Ha

Natural Reserve: 17 Ha





The oldest botanical garden in France
1593



The most important center of research

about biodiversity in Europe!

http://www.cirad.fr/
http://www.brgm.fr/index.jsp
http://www.inra.fr/
http://www.agropolis.fr/apropos/


The municipal zoological garden

80 Ha
1500 animals
154 species including 50 threatened species
A convention with the French Guyane Park

An amazonian green house



An ecological management 
for parks & gardens since 1990

Without chemical products
With indigenous vegetation
With water resource management







The organisation “green fingers” 
allows during guided visits 
of the parks and gardens 
to explain urban biodiversity



• Fishes in the rivers and ponds 26
• Birds 101
• Amphibians 7
• Gastropods 61
• Reptiles  13
• Mammals  19
• Insects * 231
• Trees* 206
• Endemics Plants * + de 800
* Incomplete survey

Biodiversity in Montpellier



Two examples of actions for urban biodiversity

Case Study N°1: Wastelands 
Valorization

Case Study N°2: An Agricultural 
Urban Park



The expending city

Center

Nature in compression



Case Study N°1: 
Wastelands Valorization

≅ Some great  biological potentialities although 
unappreciated
ΙAn opportunity for citizens to take a part in a project 
through inventories
≅The aims of this plan:

►To affirm the presence of the nature in the city
►To change the overview of these areas from      

abandoned to « added-value » zones
►To save the biodiversity of these areas
► To inform, educate and raise awareness



The wastelands become integrated into the green network

This green network connects green patches, parks, gardens
and natural areas in the city  with foot and bike paths 
in a natural surrounding

As ecological 
corridors



Each patch is analyzed for biological resources,
interest of links with others patches

to achieve management targets



Facing the urbanization, wastelands become 
supports for ecological networks between parks, 
gardens and agricultural areas around the town



AIMS OF THE CITY COUNCIL

NATURAL VITALITIES

USERS NEEDS

URBAN DIVERSITY

This project must reconcile
the components of the city

The focus must be on 
wastelands protection which 

includes biodiversity



Artistic and educational actions

rain

The wastelands

Biological continuities

Increase of the biodiversity

Plantations & productions

citizensThe actors The city of Montpellier

City parks board

participations

Seeds traps

Redistribution and dynamics Ecological management

SYNTHESIS OF SOCIAL ECONOMICAL AND ENVIRONMENTAL 
CHALLENGES



Case Study N°2:

An Agricultural Urban Park



The aims of the project:

ΙProtection of the landscape with vineyards
ΙProof that agriculture can  versify with biodiversity
ΙParticipation of the urban inhabitants at agricultural labors (vintage)



≅An area about 17 Ha

ΙVineyards take the place of 
grass and shrubberies on a large 
place in the park

;The users will walk, run  and play through 
vineyards

∴The agricultural labors will be managed through 
good practices with biological systems against pests, 
ploughing with horses…



Vineyards

Playgrounds
Olive trees

Old mansion

The Project



An apiary for children, 
schools and other users 
to show the part played by the 
bees for pollination 
and flora diversity



17 Ha
Opening in 2010

Urban Work in progress

Urban Work in progress



And in a few years an Information Centre for 
biodiversity,

wine growing, bee keeping and olive growing
in the historical mansion



Two punch lines for Montpellier:

Montpellier
Versifies with

Biodiversity

Montpellier one thousand and one lives

What else ?



Thank you for your attention

“Domaine de Meric” one of the natural parks in Montpellier
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