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OBJECTIVE  

 

•To share the advances of a  
biodiversity integraction 

experience applied to fisheries and 
aquaculture 
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CENTRAL  

AMERICAN 

COUNTRIES  

Belize 

El Salvador 

Guatemala 

Honduras 

Nicaragua 

Costa Rica 

Panama 

Dominican 

Republic 

Mexico 

The essential objective of the 
Central American Integration 
System (SICA) is to achieve the 
integration of Central America to 
establish it as a Region of peace, 
freedom, democracy and 
development. 
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Tripod on the integration of 

Fisheries and Aquaculture 
 

 

Regional  

Organization 

Common Policy 

Governance 
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Central American Countries: 
  

a) Similar development level in industrial  fisheries, 
artisanal fisheries  and aquaculture 
 

c) Region has species with high comercial value 
 

d) Common  species,  migratory species. 
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Similar challenges 

• Over-exploited resources 

 

• Use of gear and fishing methods affecting marine biodiversity. 

 

• Threats to the reduction, deterioration and fragmentation of 
aquatic habitat; 

 

• The entry of exotic and invasive species. 

 

• Pollution 

 

• Climate change 
 

 

 

 

 

6 



OSPESCA 

 

 

Objective: To promote the development of sustainable 
fisheries and aquaculture in the region as part of the process 
of the Central American integration.  

The Organization for the Fishing and Aquaculture 
Sector of Central American Isthmus.   

 

OSPESCA IS INTEGRATED BY: 
• Ministers Council (Political level). 

 
• Vice-ministers Committee.  
    (Executive level) 
 
• Fisheries Directors Commission  

    (Scientific and tecnichal level) 
 

7 



Integration civil society 

 Artisanal 

Fishermen 

 Fish farmeres 

 Industrial 

fishermen 

 Universities 

 

8 



Ecosystem approach 

 

• Inter-institutional and inter-
sectorial coordination 
mechanisms. 
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To establish a common regional system 
to increase the integrated participation 
of the Central American countries and 
in this way contributing to the 
appropriate and sustainable use of the 
fisheries and aquaculture products. 
 

 

Fisheries and Aquaculture  

integration Policy  
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Policy values the high aquatic 

biodiversity of Central America and 

the world 
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New Regional 

Governance Model. 

  "... The decisions of the Council of Ministers  

shall be mandatory in all member States ... " 
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Caribbean Lobster:  

Decend fishing volumes 

Desembarques: Autoridades de pesca 
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Simultaneous Close 

season (seven 

countries): 

 

March 01 to June 30,  

every year. 
.  
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Fishing volumes are recovering 

Fuente: NOAA 
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AGENDA 2030 

Presidents of SICA  countries  

Instruct all regional agenda  

consider the  

sustainable development goals 
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BRAZIL 

BIODIVERSITY BEYOND 

CENTRAL AMERICA 

 

•Wide horizon 

 

•Mentality Change    

 

•New business culture 
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NEW CHALLENGES 

 

• Balance the binomial development 
(business) and conservation (biodiversity) 

 

• The integration of biodiversity forces to 
review and resize the structure of fishing 
businesses 

 

• New rol  of key actors 
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INTERNATIONAL SPACES 

• Creating intersectoral spaces at regional and 
international level 

 

• More and better participation in 
international forums. 

 

•  Indissoluble links between marine and 
continental ecosystems 
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Regional fisheries 

management organizations 
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New IUU Regulations 
• Steering Comitte  of OSPESCA promote a new 

regional Regulation on Illegal, unreported and 
unregulated (IUU) fishing . 
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Agreement  Port State Measures  
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PROJECT “PESCAPUERTOS” 

(OSPESCA – PEW) 

Identification of Capacity Requirements  
for the Application of the Agreement  

Port State Measures  
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Climate change 

24 



 

Fisheries Officials receive in Rome 

by the General Director of  FAO, the 

Margarita Lizarraga Medal for 

promoting responsible fishing 
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The fishing and 

aquaculture business will 

be if the countries have a 

healthy, robust and durable 

biodiversity 

26 



Mario González Recinos 
mgonzalez@sica.int  
www.sica.int/ospesca 
Facebook: Sica ospesca 
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