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INTRODUCTION

The European Union (EU) is committed to the protection of “biodiversity”, i.e. the
diversity of animal species, flora and fauna, natural habitats and ecosystems. Although
the EU has been legislating on biodiversity since the 1970s, biodiversity loss has
accelerated both in the EU and globally in recent years. Biodiversity loss is an enormous
challenge in the EU, with around one in four species currently threatened with extinction
and 88% of fish stocks over-exploited or significantly depleted.

In May 2011, the European Commission adopted an ambitious strategy to halt the loss of
biodiversity and ecosystem services in the EU by 2020. There are six main targets, and
20 actions to help Europe reach its goal: ensuring the full implementation of EU nature
legislation, better protection for ecosystems, more sustainable agriculture and forestry,
better management of fish stocks, controls on invasive species, and a larger EU
contribution to averting global biodiversity loss.! The Habitats and Birds Directives are a
core element of this strategy, including the European network of nature protection areas
- known as the Natura 2000 Network. The network currently contains over 26,000
terrestrial and marine sites, making it the largest coordinated network in the world,
covering almost a fifth of the EU's land area and substantial parts of the surrounding
seas.?

With this in mind, this Flash Eurobarometer survey asked EU citizens to clarify how
familiar they are with the term biodiversity and with the concept of biodiversity loss. The
survey also dealt with the following aspects relating to biodiversity loss:

= The level to which EU citizens feel informed about biodiversity issues
= Europeans’ perceptions of the major threats to biodiversity

= Perceptions of the seriousness of biodiversity loss at domestic, European and
global levels

= Awareness of the Natura 2000 network and perceptions of the most important
roles of nature protection areas

= Views on why preserving biodiversity is important, and what EU measures and
personal measures can be taken to prevent the loss of biodiversity

This Flash Eurobarometer survey is part of a trend survey. The results of the previous
survey waves were published in 2010 and 2007 - Flash Eurobarometers No 290 and 219,
and the current report presents comparative data between the three waves.

This survey was carried out by TNS Political & Social network in the then 27 Member
States of the European Union and Croatia between the 26th and 28th of June 2013.
Some 25,537 respondents from different social and demographic groups were
interviewed via telephone (landline and mobile phone) in their mother tongue on behalf
of the European Commission, DG Environment.

1
2

http://ec.europa.eu/environment/nature/biodiversity/comm2006/2020.htm
http://ec.europa.eu/environment/nature/index en.htm
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The methodology used is that of Eurobarometer surveys as carried out by the
Directorate-General for Communication (“Research and Speechwriting” Unit).> A technical
note on the manner in which interviews were conducted by the Institutes within the TNS
Political & Social network is appended as an annex to this report. Also included are the
interview methods and confidence intervals.*

Note: In this report, countries are referred to by their official abbreviation. The
abbreviations used in this report correspond to:

ABBREVIATIONS

BE Belgium LT Lithuania
BG Bulgaria LU Luxembourg
Ccz Czech Republic HU Hungary
DK Denmark MT Malta
DE Germany NL The Netherlands
EE Estonia AT Austria
EL Greece PL Poland
ES Spain PT Portugal
FR France RO Romania
IE Ireland SI Slovenia
IT Italy SK Slovakia
CY Republic of Cyprus* FI Finland
LV Latvia SE Sweden
UK The United Kingdom
HR Croatia
EU27 European Union - 27 Member States

* Cyprus as a whole is one of the 27 European Union Member States. However, the ‘acquis communautaire’ has
been suspended in the part of the country which is not controlled by the government of the Republic of Cyprus.
For practical reasons, only the interviews carried out in the part of the country controlled by the government of
the Republic of Cyprus are included in the ‘CY’ category and in the EU27 average.

We wish to thank the people throughout Europe who have given their time to take part in
this survey. Without their active participation, this study would not have been possible.

http://ec.europa.eu/public opinion/index en.htm

The results tables are included in the annex. It should be noted that the total of the percentages in the
tables of this report may exceed 100% when the respondent has the possibility of giving several answers to
the question.




FLASH EUROBAROMETER 379 “Attitudes towards biodiversity”

MAIN FINDINGS

Familiarity with the term “biodiversity” has increased in 18 Member States
compared with the previous survey in 2010

= Across the EU, slightly less than half of Europeans have heard of the term
“biodiversity” and know what it means (44%). Three in ten have heard of it but
don't know what it means (30%) and slightly more than a quarter have never
heard of it (26%).

= Respondents are most likely to say that they have heard of the term “biodiversity”
and know what it means in Austria, Germany (both 80%) and Bulgaria (53%).

= Europeans are fairly evenly split on how informed they are about biodiversity loss.
Fewer than half of them feel informed (45%) and slightly more than half feel that
they are not informed (54%).

= There have been substantial increases in the proportion of respondents who feel
informed about biodiversity loss in some Member States. The largest increases
are in the United Kingdom (+16), Austria (+15) and Finland (+14), and 24 out of
27 Member States show increases in the proportion of respondents who feel
informed.

= Education is strongly related to how informed respondents feel about the loss of
biodiversity. More than half of Europeans who left education aged 20 or older feel
informed about the loss of biodiversity (53%), compared with four in ten of those
who left education aged 16-19 (40%) and a third of those who left education aged
15 or younger (33%).

Nearly all Europeans think that the pollution of air and water and man-made
disasters threaten biodiversity (96%6)

= Across the EU, more than nine in ten respondents think that pollution of air and
water (96%), man-made disasters (96%), intensive farming, deforestation and
over-fishing (94%), climate change (91%) and conversion of natural areas to
other uses (91%) threaten diversity at least to some extent.

= Slightly fewer Europeans think that plants and animals introduced into our
ecosystems threaten biodiversity (78%).

= Nearly three quarters of respondents aged 40-54 say that intensive farming,
deforestation and over-fishing are very much a threat to biodiversity (74%). The
youngest age group, those aged 15-24, are least likely to be of this opinion
(63%).
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Nine in ten Europeans believe that the decline of forests, climate change, the
endangering and disappearance of animals, the decline of natural habitats and
the endangering of some plants are all serious problems

= Between 96% and 77% of respondents in all Member States believe that the
decline and loss of variety of natural habitats is a serious problem.

= Respondents in Bulgaria (89%), Romania (87%) and Cyprus (86%) are most
likely to view the decline and disappearance of forests as a very serious problem,
while respondents in Finland (48%), Estonia (55%) and Latvia (61%) are least
likely to do so.

= Respondents in Finland (34%) and Latvia (40%) are also least likely to view the
endangering and disappearance of some animals as a very serious problem.

= Respondents are most likely to describe the endangering and disappearance of
some plants as a very serious problem in Bulgaria (68%) and Slovenia (67%).

= Respondents are concerned about climate change in all EU countries. The
proportion of respondents who view climate change as a serious problem varies
from 96% to 76% across Member States.

» There is a substantial gender gap in the proportion of respondents who believe
that climate change is a very serious problem. More than two thirds of women
believe that it is a very serious problem (64%), compared with 56% of men.

= The proportion of Europeans who believe that biodiversity loss in their home
country is a very serious problem has declined compared with the last two
surveys. Currently, just over a third of respondents believe biodiversity loss is a
very serious problem in their own country (35%), down from 2010 (37%) and
2007 (43%).

= Respondents are most likely to be very concerned about biodiversity loss within
their country in Bulgaria (59%), Greece (57%) and Portugal (55%), and are least
likely to be so in Finland (9%), Estonia (12%) and Latvia (14%).

= Roughly nine in ten respondents (88%) believe that the decline and possible
extinction of animal species, flora and fauna, natural habitats and ecosystems in
Europe is a problem.

= Around two thirds of Europeans think that biodiversity loss at a global level is a
very serious problem (66%), while three in ten believe that it is a fairly serious
problem (28%).

» Europeans generally think that biodiversity will have an impact on them or their
children, but only a minority think that it is already affecting them. Fewer than
one in five respondents say that they are already affected by loss of biodiversity
(16%).
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= Just over a third of respondents who finished education aged 15 or younger
believe that biodiversity loss will impact them personally (35%). This level
increases substantially among those who finished education aged 16-19 (46%)
and those who finished education aged 20 or older (53%).

Roughly three quarters of Europeans have not heard of the Natura 2000
network (73%0)

= Only one in ten respondents (11%) has heard of the Natura 2000 network and
knows what it is, although this represents a slight increase over previous surveys
in 2010 (8%) and 2007 (6%).

* Roughly one in five respondents who finished education aged 15 or younger, or
who are still studying, has heard of Natura 2000 (18% and 19%, respectively),
compared with a quarter of respondents who finished education aged 16-19
(24%). One third of respondents who finished education aged 20 or older (33%)
have heard of Natura 2000.

= Almost all Europeans believe that safeguarding nature's role in providing clean air
and water (98%), protecting endangered animals and plants (97%) and
preventing the destruction of valuable areas on land and at sea (96%) and
promoting nature-friendly land use (95%) are important roles of nature protection
areas. Slightly fewer believe that the role of nature protection areas in stimulating
eco-tourism and nature-related recreational activities is important (85%).

= Between 100% and 89% of respondents in all Member States believe that the role
of nature protection areas in protecting endangered animals and plants is
important.

» The majority of respondents in all EU countries believe that the role of nature
protection areas in preventing the destruction of valuable areas on land and at
sea is important (ranging from 99% to 83%).

= Respondents are most likely to view the role of nature protection areas in
stimulating eco-tourism as important in Portugal (96%), Romania (95%), Italy
and Malta (both 94%), and are least likely to do so in Germany (68%), Denmark
(71%) and the Netherlands (77%).

* In nine countries, almost all respondents believe the role of nature protection
areas in helping to provide clean air and water is important (99%), and in all
other Member States except Denmark (83%) at least 95% of respondents are of
the same opinion.

= Slightly under half of Europeans (45%) believe that it should be prohibited for
economic development to result in damage or destruction of nature protection
areas because these are our most important nature areas.
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Two thirds of Europeans totally agree that the EU should increase the areas
where nature is protected in Europe (65%b6)

= Six in ten Europeans (62%) very much agree that it is important to halt
biodiversity loss because our well-being and quality of life is based upon nature
and biodiversity. This proportion has increased slightly compared with previous
surveys in 2010 (58%) and 2007 (55%).

= The majority of Europeans (55%) very much agree that it is important to halt
biodiversity loss because biodiversity is indispensable for the production of goods
such as food, fuel and medicine.

» While three quarters of Europeans (75%) agree that it is important to halt
biodiversity loss because Europe will get poorer economically due to the loss of
biodiversity, the proportion of respondents who very much agree with this
statement (39%) is smaller than for any other reason to halt biodiversity loss
discussed in the report.

= More than eight in ten Europeans (85%) agree that biodiversity is essential in
tackling climate change.

= Six in ten Europeans totally agree that the EU should make sure that subsidies to
sectors like agriculture and fisheries take account of biodiversity (63%), that the
EU should promote research into the impact of biodiversity loss (59%), or that the
EU should allocate more financial resources to nature protection in Europe (59%).

= OQver three quarters of Europeans very much agree that it is important to halt
biodiversity loss because it is a moral obligation (77%).

= Almost all Europeans (98%) say that they respect nature by, for example, not
leaving waste in the forest or on the beach. This is by far the most common action
that Europeans take to prevent biodiversity loss.

= Respondents are most likely to buy eco-friendly products in Austria (88%) and
Luxembourg (86%), and are least likely to buy these products in Spain (65%),
the Czech Republic (68%) and Hungary (70%).

= The majority of respondents in all EU Member States do not belong to an
organisation working to protect nature and biodiversity. They are most likely to be
members of such an organisation in the Netherlands (42%) and Luxembourg
(24%), and least likely to be so in Latvia (3%), Romania (4%) and Estonia (5%).

= Respondents are most likely to participate in citizens’ projects to protect
biodiversity in Latvia (34%) and Lithuania (26%) and are least likely to do so in
Sweden (6%), the Netherlands (8%) and Spain (9%).

= Respondents who live in rural villages (15%) are more likely than those in small
to mid-sized towns (12%) or large towns (11%) to contribute to one or several
biodiversity monitoring projects.
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I. WHAT IS “BIODIVERSITY”?

This chapter provides background information on Europeans’ awareness of the term
“biodiversity”. It also explores how informed Europeans feel about biodiversity loss.

1.1. Familiarity with the term “biodiversity”

- Familiarity with the term “biodiversity” has increased in 18 Member States -

Respondents were asked whether they are familiar with the term “biodiversity”.> Across

the EU, slightly less than half of Europeans have heard of the term “biodiversity” and
know what it means (44%). Three in ten have heard of it but don't know what it means
(30%) and slightly more than a quarter have never heard of it (26%).

There has been a six percentage point increase in the proportion of respondents who say
that they have heard of “biodiversity” and know what it means since 2010 and a nine
percentage point increase since 2007. There has also been a slight rise in the proportion
of respondents who say that they have heard of the term “biodiversity” but do not know
what it means since 2010 (+2).

There has been an eight percentage point fall in the proportion of respondents who say
that they have never heard of the term “biodiversity” compared with 2010.

Familiarity with the term 'biodiversity', 2007-2013

w2013 2010 2007

I

I've heard of it and [ know what it
means

I o

I've heard of it but I do not know
what it means

I hawe never heard of it

Don't know | 1%
19%

Q1. Have you ever heard of the term "biodiversity'?
Base: all respondents; % EUZ7
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Respondents are most likely to say that they have heard of the term “biodiversity” and
know what it means in Austria, Germany (both 80%) and Bulgaria (53%). Austria and
Germany also had the highest proportion of respondents who had heard of the term
biodiversity and knew what it means in 2010 (74% and 73%, respectively) and 2007
(74% and 71%, respectively).

Respondents are least likely to be familiar with the term “biodiversity” and know what it
means in Hungary (10%), Slovakia (15%), Latvia and the Czech Republic (both 17%).

Compared with the previous survey in 2010, the largest increases in awareness of the
term “biodiversity” are in Italy (+16), France (+14), Malta (+10) and Portugal (+10).
Nonetheless, there is still substantial room for further increases in awareness in these
Member States as most of them are below the EU average.

There are also several Member States where there have been falls in familiarity with the
term “biodiversity” compared with previous surveys. The largest of these falls are in
Hungary (-13), Finland (-13) and Latvia (-9).°

Familiarity with the term 'biodiversity'?
m|'ve heard of it and | know what it means I've heard of it but | do nat know what it means | have never heard aof it Don't know

1 2 1 11 1 1 1 111 g

11138 127 12 13
17 19
12 12 Boaz 28 %2 B5 2 26 28 27 232021 = 28
34 30 34 32
Bls 1412 Rl E 4aH 74 s 44 4 40 42

30 36 37 65

30 ag a3
36 a1 8 42 a0 2129 29 4n 28 a0
41 . a1 a6 =
a0 L a2 28
a3 a2
ES N -l a2 26 =

18

AT - 2007
2010
2013

DE- 2007
2010
2013

BG - 2007
2010
2013

SE- 2007
2010
2013

FR- 2007
2010
2013
2010
2013

Lu- 2007
2010
2013

PT- 2007
2010
2013

ES- 2007
2010
2013

EE- 2007
2010
2013

IT - 2007
2010
2013

BE- 2007
2010
2013

EL- 2007
2010
2013

UK- 2007
2010
2013

EV27 - 2007

15
28 28

34 33 2929 &

il s 45 ¥ st 7o e 4?8 | am_ Hagas Eaa
= - 55 sa 56 5o

73 68 70 70 36

51 - 2007
2010
2013

IE - 2007
2010
2013

RO - 2007
2010
2013
2010
2013

NL- 2007
2010
2013

FI - 2007
2010
2013

LT - 2007
2010
2013

<Y - 2007
2010
2013

DK - 2007
2010
2013

PL- 2007
2010
2013
2007
2010
2013

LV - 2007
2010
2013

SK - 2007
2010
2013
2010
2013
2010
2013

T - 2007
C

HU - 2007
HR - 2007

Q1. Have you ever heard of the term "biodiversity'?
Base: all respondents, % by country

Q1 Have you ever heard of the term “biodiversity”? I've heard of it and I know what it means; I've heard of
it but I do not know what it means; I have never heard of it; Don't know.

The fall in familiarity with the term “biodiversity” in these countries should be taken with caution. In 2007
and 2010, respondents in Finland and Hungary were asked about “biological diversity” and in this survey
they were asked if they have heard of the term “biodiversity”.
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Socio-demographics

Men are considerably more likely than women to say that they have heard of the term
“biodiversity” and know what it means (48% compared with 39%).

Older respondents are also more likely than younger respondents to have heard of the
term “biodiversity” and know what it means. 44% of respondents aged 55 or older and
46% of those aged 40-54 know what the term means. This compares with 37% of
respondents aged 15-24.

Europeans who left education later are more likely to have heard of the term and know
what it means. A quarter of those who left school aged 15 or younger (25%) know what
it means, compared with more than a third of those who finished education aged 16-19
(36%) and a majority of those who left aged 20 or older (55%).

More than half of Europeans who are self-employed or are employees know what the
term “biodiversity” means (both 52%). This contrasts with fewer than three in ten
manual workers who know what the term means (28%).

Respondents who make efforts to protect biodiversity are more likely to have heard of
the term “biodiversity”. Nearly half of those who make efforts to protect biodiversity
have heard of the term and know what it means (46%). This proportion is ten
percentage points lower among those who do not make such efforts (36%).

(1 Have you ever heard of the term "hiodiversity™?

I've heard of it and | I've heard of it but ) )
I have never heard

I know what it I do not know of it Don't know
means what it means

ELIZY 44% 0% 26% 0%
;‘ Sex

Male 48% 28% 24% 0%
Fermale 8% 3% 28% 0%
15-24 EFE ) 5% 28% 0%
25-39 42% 28% 209% 0%
40-54 46% 28% 25% 0%
85 + 44% 0% 25% 1%
“a: Education {End of)

18- 25% 5% 40% 0%
16-19 6% 32% 2% 0%
20+ 5% 27% 18% 0%
Still studying 43% 4% 23% 0%

ﬁ Respondent occupation scale

Selfemployved 02% 26% 23% 0%
Employee 02% 28% 20% 0%
Manual workers 28% 31% 1% 0%
Mot warking 38% 33% 29% 0%

10
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1.2. How informed EU citizens feel about biodiversity loss

Respondents were asked how informed they feel about the loss of biodiversity.’
Europeans are fairly evenly split on how informed they are about this: fewer than half of
them feel informed (45%) and slightly more than half feel that they are not informed
(54%).

The proportion of respondents who say that they feel informed has increased by eight
percentage points since 2010 and the proportion who feel that they are not informed has
fallen by the same amount (-8).

Being informed about biodiversity loss

2013 2010 w2007

45%0

Total 'Informed

54%0

Total ‘Mot informed

Don't know | 19

Q2. How informed do you feel about the loss of biodiversity?
Base: all respondents, % EJZ7

7 Q2 Biological diversity - or biodiversity - is the term given to the variety of life on Earth (like plants,
animals, genes, but also ecosystems such as oceans etc.) which forms the web of life of which we are an
integral part... How informed do you feel about the loss of biodiversity? Very well informed; Well informed;
Not well informed; Not informed at all; Don't know.

11
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The patterns in the proportion of those who feel informed about biodiversity loss varies
across EU Member States in a similar way to familiarity with the term “biodiversity”.
Respondents in Austria (61%) and Germany (60%) are most likely to say that they feel
informed about biodiversity loss. However, respondents in Finland are also likely to say
that they feel informed about biodiversity loss (57%) despite relatively low numbers of
them (26%) saying that they are familiar with the term “biodiversity” and know what it
means. At the other end of the spectrum, only around a third of respondents in Italy,
Latvia (both 32%), Romania and Slovakia (both 33%) feel informed about biodiversity
loss.

There have been substantial increases in the proportion of respondents who feel
informed about biodiversity loss in some Member States. The largest increases are in the
United Kingdom (+16), Austria (+15) and Finland (+14), and 24 out of 27 Member
States show increases in the proportion of respondents who feel informed. The three
Member States with falls in the proportion of respondents feeling informed are Hungary
(-5), Cyprus (-3) and Belgium (-1).

Being informed about biodiversity loss

m Total Informed' Total Mat informed' Don't know
11 11 1 111 11 1 1.1 1 2 1 4 2 1 1.1 1 12 3 2 5 1 2 1 112 2 2 1
61 =cl6o =
=0l - 521 - 52| o) 51 o 45
Sl BT 44]a 4ps L1 | i R B 45 46] |+ 4S|4 | 2 1
2 4 =20 1ka
e oo om ~ o om ~ oo om ~ o om = oo om ~ o om ~ o om ~ oo om ~ oo om e ~ oo om ~ o m ~ oo om = o om
s 39 s 35 5 a9 o= ] s 35 o= ] S s 34 =39 s 30 s 39 == o= ] s 30
S 3s2 22 3 232 22 3 S 332 22 3 232 S 33 232 S 32 232 2332 232 S 33
a oA S oA~ ] a A oA~ a oA | A& oA A A & a A R aoA oA R ] aa R
= w T o =1 = w = I~ w w w — =
< =1 et o S @ = o n] = @ T =
o

111 2 111 111 121 112 11 2 31 1 222 1 11z 1

6], o) o

7t [+0) = st =7 n
2131 . g : ﬁ &1 Il 1)
B 05| - s
5 2 ] sk} N

mom mom moom oo om mom Mom Nom mom mom oM mom mom mom oom oo om
538 534 5353 £349 5385 534 5353 348 5382 534 5353 B39 38 s34 3o
225 8352 Soo & oo 225 29955 So2 802 S&oo @oo Sooo ooo Soo Soo 890
fAaA AaAa@e ces NN R A I T A TR T T A = A T I T
= @ w i i M o - . ~ : M . = .
@ i w = [} = o 2 ] 5 2 & = 3 B

02. How informed do you feel about the loss of biodiversity? - % "Jery well informed' and "Well informed'
Base: all respondents, % by country
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Socio-demographics

Education is strongly related to how informed respondents feel about the loss of
biodiversity. More than half of Europeans who left education aged 20 or older feel
informed about the loss of biodiversity (53%), compared with four in ten of those who
left education aged 16-19 (40%) and a third of those who left education aged 15 or
younger (33%).

Occupation is also related to how informed respondents feels about loss of biodiversity.
Slightly below half of respondents who are self-employed (48%), employees (49%) or
not working (44%) feel informed about the loss of biodiversity. However, just over a
third of manual workers feel informed (36%).

Not surprisingly, those who have heard of the term “biodiversity” are much more likely
than those who have not heard of the term to feel informed about loss of biodiversity
(52% compared with 25%).

(2 Biolegical diversity — or biodiversity — is the term given to the variety of life on
Earth {like plants, animals, genes, bt also ecosystems such as oceans etc.) which
forms the web of life of which we are an integral part... How informed do you feel
about the loss of Modiversity?

Total ‘formed’ Total ot Don't know
informed

ELIZT 45% 54% 1%
3‘. Education {End of)

15- 33% BE% 1%
16-149 40% 9% 1%
20+ 83% 46% 1%
Still studying 43% ail% 0%
ﬁ Respondent occupation scale

SelFemployed 48% a1% 1%
Employee 49% 1% 0%
Manual waorkers 6% 64 % 0%
Mot swarking 44% 55% 1%

13
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. THREATS TO BIODIVERSITY

This chapter looks at Europeans’ views on the various threats to biodiversity - air and
water pollution, man-made disasters, intensive farming, deforestation and overfishing,
climate change, the conversion of natural areas to other uses, and the introduction of
new plants and animals. It also explores the extent to which they believe that each of
these processes affects biodiversity and how their views on these processes are related.

- Nearly all Europeans think that the pollution of air and water and man-made
disasters threaten biodiversity (96%0) -

Respondents were asked what they think threatens biodiversity.® Across the EU, more
than nine in ten respondents think that pollution of air and water (96%), man-made
disasters (96%), intensive farming, deforestation and over-fishing (94%), climate
change (91%) and conversion of natural areas to other uses (91%) threaten diversity at
least to some extent. Slightly fewer Europeans think that plants and animals introduced
into our ecosystems threaten biodiversity (78%).

Europeans are most likely to see pollution of air and water (80%) and man-made
disasters (78%) as very threatening to biodiversity. Many also think that intensive
farming, deforestation and over-fishing (70%), climate change (62%) and conversion of
natural areas to other uses (53%) are very much threats to biodiversity. However, only a
third think that plants and animals introduced into our ecosystems (34%) threaten
biodiversity very much, while 44% think that plants and animals introduced into our
ecosystems threaten biodiversity to some extent.

Q7. For each of the aspects from the following list, please tell me if you think it threatens biodiversity...

Politon of i waer (seas,vers, ek, tc.) | -
et e L s T
- 78% 18% % 1 1% 0%
accidents, etc.) &% 8% [ 3% 1% 0%
Intensive farming, deforestation and over-fishing _ 0% 24% % J1% 1%
Conversion of natural areas to other uses (e.g. roads,
housing, industry, expansion of urban areas, [N 52 38% % B1% 1%
conversion into farmland etc.)
Plants and animals introduced into our ecosystems " - o o o
(that are not normally found in our region or country) _ U 4% 14% 4% 4%
=
Very much To some extent Not very much Not at all Don't know
@ cuzr

Q7 For each of the aspects from the following list, please tell me if you think it threatens biodiversity... 7.1
Intensive farming, deforestation and over-fishing; 7.2 Pollution of air, water (seas, rivers, lakes, etc.); 7.3
Man-made disasters (e.g. oil spills, industrial accidents, etc.); 7.4 Plants and animals introduced into our
ecosystems (that are not normally found); 7.5 Climate change; 7.6 Conversion of natural areas to other
uses (e.g. roads, housing, industry, expansion of urban areas, conversion into farmland, etc.). Response
categories for each question are: Very much; To some extent; Not very much; Not at all; Don't know.

14



FLASH EUROBAROMETER 379 “Attitudes towards biodiversity”

A high proportion of respondents in all EU Member States believe that intensive farming,
deforestation and over-fishing threaten biodiversity. Respondents are most likely to say
these processes are a threat to biodiversity in Greece, Hungary (both 97%) and Austria
(96%), and are least likely to say so in Bulgaria (84%), Denmark (85%) and Cyprus
(89%).

Q7.1. For each of the aspects from the following list, please tell me if you think it threatens biodiversity. ..
Ir ive farming, deforestation and over-fishing
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A large proportion of respondents in all Member States also believe that the pollution of
air and water threatens biodiversity. Over nine in ten respondents in Portugal (93%),
Greece and Hungary (both 91%) believe that air and water pollution threaten
biodiversity very much. At the other end of the spectrum, around two thirds of
respondents in Finland (63%), the Netherlands and Denmark (both 64%) are of this
opinion.

Q7.2. For each of the aspects from the following list, please tell me if you think it threatens biodiversity. ..
Pollution of air, water (seas, rivers, lakes, etc.)
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A considerable majority of Europeans also believe that man-made disasters, including oil
spills and industrial accidents, threaten biodiversity. Respondents are most likely to
believe that man-made disasters threaten biodiversity very much in Portugal (93%),
Spain (91%) and Cyprus (89%), whereas only half of respondents in Finland (50%)
believe this.

Q7.3. For each of the aspects from the following list, please tell me if you think it threatens biodiversity. ..

Man-made disasters (e.g. oil spills, industrial accidents, etc.)
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Europeans are less likely to see plants and animals that are introduced into our
ecosystem as a threat to biodiversity, but the majority of respondents in all EU Member
States still view the introduction of plants and animals as a threat. Respondents are most
likely to view newly introduced plants and animals as a very great threat to biodiversity
in Spain (52%), Portugal (43%) and Slovenia (42%), and are least likely to do so in
Finland and the Netherlands (both 20%). These results would indicate that Europeans
view human actions - including pollution, man-made disasters and intensive farming - as
more critical threats to biodiversity.

Q7.4. For each of the aspects from the following list, please tell me if you think it threatens biodiversity. ..
Plants and animals introduced into our ecosystems (that are not normally found in our region or country)
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The majority of respondents in all EU Member States believe that climate change
threatens biodiversity (ranging from 96% to 86%). Over eight in ten respondents in
Portugal (83%) believe that climate change threatens biodiversity very much, and just
under eight in ten respondents in Greece, Hungary (both 78%) and Spain (77%) are of
the same opinion. Respondents in Latvia (40%), Finland (45%), the Czech Republic and
Estonia (both 47%) are least likely to believe this.

Q7.5. For each of the aspects from the following list, please tell me if you think it threatens biodiversity...

Climate change
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Similarly, a large majority of respondents in all EU Member States believe that the
conversion of natural areas to other uses - including for roads, housing and industry -
threatens biodiversity (ranging from 96% to 81%). Around two thirds of respondents in
Malta, Portugal (both 68%) and Hungary (65%) believe that the conversion of natural
areas threatens biodiversity very much, while respondents in Finland (28%) and Latvia
(30%) are least likely to share this opinion.

Q7.6. For each of the aspects from the following list, please tell me if you think it threatens biodiversity. ..
Conversion of natural areas to other uses (e.g. roads, housing, industry, expansion of urban areas, conversion into farmland etc.)
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Socio-demographics

There are relatively few socio-demographic differences in the proportion of Europeans
who believe that each of the problems discussed is at least a threat to biodiversity to
some extent. However, there are some differences in the proportion who consider that
these processes very much threaten biodiversity.

Older Europeans are more likely to consider intensive farming, deforestation and over-
fishing to be very much a threat to biodiversity. Nearly three quarters of respondents
aged 40-54 (74%) are of this opinion, along with seven in ten of those aged 55 or older
(70%) and 25-39 (69%). The youngest age group, those aged 15-24, are least likely to
consider these practices very much a threat to biodiversity (63%).
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FLASH EUROBAROMETER 379 “Attitudes towards biodiversity”

Women are generally more likely to consider pollution of air and water to be very much
threats to biodiversity compared with men (83% compared with 78%). Women are also
much more likely than men to consider man-made disasters such as oil spills and
industrial accidents to be very much threats to biodiversity (82% compared with 73%).

Europeans aged 15-24 are less likely to consider plants and animals (not normally found
in their region or country) that have been introduced into their ecosystems to be very
much a problem (25%) than 25-39 year-olds, those aged 55 or older (both 35%) and
those aged 40-54 (38%).

Women (65%) are more likely than men (59%) to believe that climate change very much
threatens biodiversity. Women are also more likely to believe that conversion of natural
areas to other uses very much threatens biodiversity (56% compared with 50%).

Manual workers and employees (65% and 63%, respectively) are more likely than the
self-employed and those not working (59% and 61%, respectively) to think that climate
change is very much a threat to biodiversity.

Europeans who have heard of the term “biodiversity” are more likely than those who
have not heard of it to believe that intensive farming, deforestation and over-fishing
(73% compared with 60%), pollution of air and water (82% compared with 77%) and
conversion of natural areas to other uses (55% compared with 49%) threaten
biodiversity very much. However, they do not differ greatly with regard to man-made
disasters (78% compared with 77%), plants and animals introduced into our ecosystems
(35% compared with 32%) and climate change (both 62%).

Q7. For each of the aspects from the following list, please tell me if you think it threatens biodiversity...

Conversion of
natural areas to | Plants and animals

_ - Man-made - o other uses {e.g. introduced into our
Pollution of air, _ i . Intensive farming, ) 3
) Lt disasters (e.g. oil ) _ _ roads, housing, ecosystems (that
water (seas, rivers, I N deforestation and Climate change | _ ) )
spills, industrial S industry, expansion | are not normally
lakes, etc.) . over-fishing - X _ S
accidents, etc.) of urban areas, found in our region
conversion into or country)
farmland etc.)
EUZY 0% T8% 70% B2% 53% 34%
28 sex
Male T8% T3% G9% 59% 50% 4%
Female 83% 82% 1% Ba% 56% 34%
age
15-24 2% T9% G3% 59% 3% 28%
25-39 81% 80% B9% G4% 54% 36%
40-54 81% T8% 74% B3% 56% 38%
55 + T8% TE% T0% B0% 0% 35%
M: Responient occupation scale
Selfemployed TT% Td% GE% 9% 52% IT%
Employee 82% TT% 73% B3% 56% 34%
Manual warkers T9% 82% 5% G4% 4% 34%
Mot working 0% T8% G8% 61% 51% 33%
Heard of the term "biodiversity”
Total es' 2% T8% T 3% G2% 5% 36%
Total ™o’ TT% TT% G0% G2% 49% 2%
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1. THE SERIOUSNESS OF BIODIVERSITY LOSS

This chapter looks at how serious Europeans think that different effects of biodiversity
loss are. It also examines how concerned respondents are about biodiversity loss at the
national, European and global levels.

3.1. The seriousness of different aspects of biodiversity loss

- More than ninety percent of Europeans believe that the decline of forests,
climate change, the endangering and disappearance of animals, the decline of
natural habitats and the endangering of some plants are all serious problems -

Respondents were asked how serious a problem they consider different aspects of
biodiversity loss to be.® The overwhelming majority of Europeans view the various effects
of biodiversity loss as serious problems. They believe almost universally that the decline
and disappearance of forests is a serious problem (97%), and nine in ten believe that
climate change (90%), the endangering and disappearance of some animals (93%), the
decline and loss of variety of natural habitats (91%) and the endangering and
disappearance of some plants (90%) are all serious problems.

Q3. For each of the following effects of biodiversity loss, can you tell me if it is in your opinion...

Decline and disappearance of forests _ 76% 2% 2% [1% 0%

cimate change [N - o o 2% B2

g e o -
animals

Decline and less variety of natural habitats [ NN 5 38% o% 1 2%
plants

|
Avery serious problem Afairly serious problem Not a very serious problem  Not a serious problem at Don't know
all
@ cuzr

Q3: For each of the following effects of biodiversity loss, can you tell me if it is in your opinion... Q3.1
Decline and less variety of natural habitats; Q3.2 Decline and disappearance of forests; Q3.3 Endangering
and disappearance of some animals; Q3.4 Endangering and disappearance of some plants; Q3.5 Climate
change. Response categories for each question are: A very serious problem; A fairly serious problem; Not a
very serious problem; Not a serious problem at all; Don't know.
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The proportion of respondents across EU Member States who regard the decline and loss
of variety of natural habitats as a serious problem ranges from 96% to 77%.
Respondents are most likely to believe that it is a very serious problem in Italy (64%),
Cyprus (63%) and Greece (62%). Respondents in Croatia are also particularly likely to
see this as a very serious problem (66%).

Respondents are least likely to describe it as a very serious problem in Finland and Latvia
(both 34%). These are also the countries where respondents are least likely to believe
that the conversion of natural areas to other uses threatens biodiversity very much (28%
of respondents in Finland and 30% of respondents in Latvia give this response).

Q3.1. For each of the following effects of biodiversity loss, can you tell me if it is in your opinion...
Decline and less variety of natural habitats
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There is little disagreement across EU Member States on whether the decline and
disappearance of forests is a serious problem (the proportion of respondents with this
view ranges from 99% to 88%). Respondents in Bulgaria (89%), Romania (87%) and
Cyprus (86%) are most likely to view this as a very serious problem, with respondents in
Finland (48%), Estonia (55%) and Latvia (61%) least likely to do so.

Q3.2. For each of the following effects of biodiversity loss, can you tell me if it is in your opinion...
Decline and disappearance of forests
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The proportion of respondents in EU Member States who believe that the endangering
and disappearance of some animals is a serious problem ranges from 97% to 83%.
Respondents in Slovenia and Bulgaria (both 69%) are most likely to believe this effect of
biodiversity loss is a very serious problem, while respondents in Finland (34%) and
Latvia (40%) are least likely to think so.

Q3.3. For each of the following effects of biodiversity loss, can you tell me if it is in your opinion...

Endangering and disappearance of some animals
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The proportion of respondents across the EU who consider the endangering and
disappearance of some plants to be a serious problem ranges from 96% to 79%.
Respondents are most likely to describe this as a very serious problem in Bulgaria (68%)
and Slovenia (67%), with respondents in Finland (26%), Latvia (33%) and the
Netherlands (36%) least likely to do so. More respondents in Croatia (69%) believe that
this is a very serious problem than in any other country.

Q3 4. For each of the following effects of biodiversity loss, can you tell me if it is in your opinion...
Endangering and disappearance of some plants
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Respondents are concerned about climate change in all EU countries. The proportion of
respondents who view climate change as a serious problem varies from 96% to 76%
across Member States. Respondents are most likely to view climate change as a serious
problem in Greece, Italy (both 96%) and Portugal (95%), and least likely to do so in
Estonia (76%), Latvia (83%), the United Kingdom and Finland (both 85%).

Q3.5. For each of the following effects of biodiversity loss, can you tell me if it is in your opinion...

Climate change
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Socio-demographics

For each of the effects of biodiversity loss discussed, the levels of concern are fairly
similar across socio-demographic groups.

Respondents in different occupation groups vary to some extent in how likely they are to
consider decline and less variety of natural habitats to be a very serious issue.
Employees (57%) are the most likely to consider it a very serious issue, while manual
workers and those who are not working (both 50%) are least likely to do so.

There are no substantial socio-demographic differences in the proportion of respondents
who consider the decline and disappearance of forests to be a very serious problem. The
largest difference is between employees (78%) and the self-employed (73%).
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Europeans in large towns are more likely to consider the endangering and disappearance
of some animals to be a very serious problem (60%), compared with those who live in
rural villages (56%).

Younger respondents are less likely to consider the endangering and disappearance of
some plants to be a very serious problem. Respondents aged 15-24 are five percentage
points less likely than those aged 25-39 to consider this a very serious problem (46%
compared with 51%).

There is a substantial gender gap in the proportion of respondents who believe that
climate change is a very serious problem. More than two thirds of women believe that it
is a very serious problem (64%). This figure is eight percentage points higher than the
proportion of men who believe that climate change is a very serious problem (56%).

EU citizens aged 15-24 are less likely to believe that climate change is a very serious
problem (55%), compared with those aged 25-39, 40-54 and 55 or older (61%, 63%
and 60%, respectively).

Those who make an effort to protect biodiversity are more likely than those who do not
to consider the decline and less variety of natural habitats (56% compared with 44%),
decline and disappearance of forests (79% compared with 69%), endangering and
disappearance of some animals (61% compared with 50%), endangering and
disappearance of some plants (55% compared with 41%) and climate change (63%
compared with 54%) to be very serious problems.

Q3. For each of the following effects of biodiversity loss, can you tell me if it is in your opinion...

Answer "Avery serious problem’

Decline and less Decline and Endangering and | Endangering anmd
variety of natural | disappearance of | disappearance of | disappearance of | Chimate change
habitats forests some animals some plants

ELIZY 53% TE% 58% 1% B60%
;{ Sex
hale 51% Td% 6% a0% 6%
Female 54% TE% 8% 531% Gd%
15-24 48% Td% B60% 46% 5%
25-39 5% Td% B60% 1% B1%
40-54 6% TE% 58% 2% B3%
85 + 0% TT% 5% 2% B60%

ﬁ Subjective urbanisation

Rural village a0% T4% a6% al% 8%
Smallf Mid-size tawn 2% Ti% 8% 1% B1%
Large town a7 % TT% B0% 53% B1%

ﬁ Respondent occupation scale

Self-employed 4% T3% 6% 1% 7%
Employee 7% T8% 59% 1% B3%
Manual workers 50% T4% 51% 54% 51%
Mot warking 0% TE% 7% 1% 59%
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3.2. Domestic, European and global biodiversity issues

Respondents were asked how serious a problem biodiversity loss would be at different
geographic levels.!® The proportion of Europeans who believe that biodiversity loss in
their home country is a very serious problem has declined compared with previous
surveys. Currently, one third of respondents believe biodiversity loss is a very serious
problem in their own country (35%), down from 37% in 2010 and 43% in 2007.

However, the proportion of Europeans who believe that biodiversity loss in their own
country is a fairly serious problem has increased from previous surveys. Over half of
respondents (51%) believe that biodiversity loss is a fairly serious problem, up from 47%
in 2010 and 45% in 2007.

The proportion of respondents who do not believe biodiversity loss in their home country
is a serious problem (11%) has decreased only slightly compared with 2010 (12%).

Only between one and two percent of respondents in all three surveys believe that
biodiversity loss is not a problem at all in their own country.

Seriousness of biodiversity loss in respondents’ country

2013 2010 w2007

30%

A& very serious problem

5104
& fairly serious problem

11%o

Mot & serious problem

2040
Mot a problem at all | 2%

B

1%
Don't know | 29

F%

05. In your opinion, how serious is the decline and possible extinction of animal species, flora and
fauna, natural hahitats and ecosystems? Itis...
Base: all respondents, % EUZ27

10 Q5 In your opinion, how serious is the decline and possible extinction of animal species, flora and fauna,

natural habitats and ecosystems? It is... A very serious problem; A fairly serious problem; Not a serious
problem; Not a problem at all; Don't know... 5.1 In your country; 5.2 In Europe; 5.3 Globally.
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In some individual EU Member States, there have been notable changes in views on
biodiversity loss in the respondent’s country across different survey waves.

The proportion of respondents who view biodiversity loss as a serious problem in their
own country varies substantially. They are most likely to be very concerned in Bulgaria
(59%), Greece (57%) and Portugal (55%), and least likely to be so in Finland (9%),
Estonia (12%) and Latvia (14%).

Compared with the previous survey in 2010, the largest increases in respondents who
say that biodiversity loss in their country is a serious problem are in Sweden (+16),
Slovakia (+13), Ireland (4+9), Luxembourg (+9) and Belgium (+9). However, some
countries also experienced falls in the proportion of respondents who say that
biodiversity loss is a problem in their country, with Germany (-7), the Netherlands (-4)
and Finland (-4) seeing the largest falls.

Seriousness of biodiversity loss in respondents' country

WA wery serious problem w A fairly serious problem “ Mot a serious problemn mMat a prohlem at all Don't know
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