General
IAS in NBSAP: Invasive species is a key target in the Cook Islands initial NBSAP as well as the revised NBSAP currently under review.
Policies & tools: The Cook Islands has some policies in place to address invasive species however have limited tools and mechanisms to tackle invasives. As invasive species come in various forms, having the right tools and mechanism to effectively address invasive is lacking.
Tools & mechanisms: Biosecurity/Border control, surveillance and monitoring, public awareness and reporting, 
Challenges: limited human resources, limited enforcement, geography distribution of islands in the Cook Islands, limited technical experts, having the right resources and tools for the right invasive species
Regional collaboration: limited collaboration
Policies to prevent entry of IAS: Current policies are sufficient to prevent IAS entry however lack the resources to implement these policies
Management 
Management tools & mechanisms: Having rapid response plans and invasive species management plans in place for key invasive species has been helpful. 
Challenges: limited expertise to address the various invasive spp, limited human resources to implement invasive spp management, long term and sustainable funding and support lacking
Cost benefit: No
Databases: Cook Islands has its own biodiversity database that is used for multiple work while international databases specific for invasive are underutilized but can be useful.
Control and eradication 
Control & eradication tools & mechanisms: biological, chemical, and manual control. Awareness, Community partnership and ownership, Biosecurity Plan
As a best practice conducted in the Cook Islands was working with the community to take ownership of invasive species control. This led to the successful eradication of rattus rattus on a habited island.
Challenges: geography of islands, sustainability of control & eradication of invasives, lack of follow up, interest by community changes when funding ends, available and sustainable funding to support control programs
Control & Eradicate: We have some policies in place to manage invasives as well as some tool for the control and eradicate IAS however some tools are lacking to address other invasives
Needs to support the implementation of T6
Gaps: lack of spatial data and distribution of invasive species and its impact. Lack of national registry of invasive species, limited information on marine invasives, 
CBD support: Regional biodiversity invasive species database, tool for IAS criteria particularly when species have naturalized then later become  a threat to the ecosystem.

