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Draft Workplan of the Informal Advisory Group on Technical and Scientific Cooperation for the Period 2025-2027
	Tasks
	Mandate
	Timeline

	Workstream 1: Capacity-building and development
	
	

	1. Provide advice on options to further address the technological, technical and institutional capability gaps identified by Parties
	Decision 16/3, para. 6
	August – December 2025

	2. Independent evaluation of the relevance and effectiveness of the long-term strategic framework for capacity-building and development and the technical and scientific cooperation mechanism:

2.1 Propose terms of reference for the independent evaluation;

2.2 Provide inputs to the recommendations on how to: 
(a) improve and advance the implementation of the long-term strategic framework for capacity-building and development; and 
(b) monitor progress against the long-term strategic framework for capacity-building and development.
	Dec. 15/8, para. 31, Dec. 16/3, para. 7 and LTSF (dec. 15/8 – annex I)
	August – December 2025

	3. Guidance that could be used by Parties and organizations for monitoring the implementation of capacity-building and development strategies and mechanisms in support of the Kunming-Montreal Global Biodiversity Framework to ensure coherence and consistency:
3.1 Review and provide technical inputs to the Capacity Building and Development Guide being prepared by an external consultant, including but not limited to:
(a) tools and mechanisms for promoting and facilitating capacity-building and development, and 
(b) measures for promoting strategic and coherent approaches to capacity-building and development.
	Dec. 15/8, annex III (IAG’s TOR) and dec. 15/8, annex I (LTSF)

	August – October 2025

	4. Provide advice on the identification and mapping of relevant initiatives and partnerships supporting capacity-building and development for the implementation of the Global Biodiversity Framework
	Dec. 16/3, para. 8(b)
	August – December 2025

	5. Propose modalities for promoting capacity-building and development for indigenous peoples and local communities on issues related to the Convention.

	Dec. 15/8, para. 15(d) and Dec. 15/10, para. 6
	March 2026 – March 2027

	Workstream 2: Technical and scientific cooperation and technology transfer
	
	

	1. Independent evaluation of the relevance and effectiveness of the technical and scientific cooperation mechanism:
1.1 Propose terms of reference for the consultant to undertake the independent evaluation.

1.2 Propose criteria for evaluating the performance of the regional and subregional support centres and of the global coordination entity.

1.3 Provide inputs to the recommendations on how to monitor progress and review the mechanism to strengthen technical and scientific cooperation and make recommendations on possible updates regarding its relevance and effectiveness in supporting the implementation of the KMGBF.
	Dec. 15/8, para. 31, Dec. 16/3, para. 7, Dec. 16/3, para. 25 (d) and Dec. 15/8, annex III (IAG’s TOR)
	August – December 2025

	2. Provide advice on guidance for developing the biennial workplans of the regional and subregional support centres
	Dec. 16/3, para. 15
	August – December 2025

	3. Provide advice on the programme priorities and workplan of the interim global coordination entity of the technical and scientific cooperation mechanism
	Dec. 16/3, para. 16
	September – December 2025

	4. Assist with the process for identifying donors that could provide additional funding to the entities and organizations selected to host the regional and/or subregional support centres, and other options for financing their work
	Dec. 15/8, para. 32 (b)
	January – June 2026

	Workstream 3: Knowledge management
	
	

	1. Provide advice on the implementation of the implementation of the knowledge management strategy, including advice on how the biodiversity knowledge management tools, platforms and initiatives, relevant to KMGBF and NBSAP should be identified and mapped and ensure that the best available information and knowledge flows to decision makers
	Dec. 16/9 B, para. 9 (a)
KMGBF Target 21
	January 2026 – March 2027

	1. Provide advice on how to best to capture, classify and exchange available information, knowledge, tools, guidance and other key resources relevant to the goals, targets and other elements of the KMGBF and the NBSAPs. 
	Dec. 16/9 B, para. 9 (d)
	January – June 2026

	2. Provide advice on further implementation of the Knowledge Management for Biodiversity Initiative, including how to make the KM webinars and in-person regional KM workshops and their outcomes more effective and impactful.  
	Dec. 16/9 B, para. 9 (b)
	January – June 2026

	3. Provide advice on further development of the CBD taxonomy, controlled vocabularies, ontologies and meta data used for integrating updated thesaurus management system and other databases 
	Dec. 16/9 B, para. 9 (c)
	January – June 2026

	Workstream 4: Clearing-house mechanism
	
	

	1. Provide guidance and advice on the implementation of the programme of work for the clearing-house mechanism for the period 2024–2030. 
	Dec. 16/9 A, para. 11 (a)
	January 2026 – March 2027

	1. Provide advice on how to further develop and strengthen the central portal of the clearing-house mechanism, including how to enhance the organization and management of its content
	Dec. 16/9 A, para. 11 (c) and (d)
	April 2026 – March 2027

	1. Provide advice on further development of the Bioland tool and how national CHMs can be further strengthened to facilitate implementation of NBSAPs.
	Dec. 16/9 A, para. 11 (f)
	March 2026– March 2027
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