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· The state, territory and Commonwealth governments of  Australia are committed to the establishment of a National Representative  System of Marine Protected Areas to protect biodiversity in the marine  environment. 

· The Government of Australia supports the  establishment of marine protected areas beyond national  jurisdiction as one of the tools available to protect  marine biodiversity beyond national jurisdiction.
· To ensure complementarity with existing arrangements, the development of MPAs beyond national jurisdiction should take account of, inter alia, relevant MPAs within national jurisdiction, fisheries conservation and management measures, and freedoms of navigation and marine scientific research under the UN Convention on the Law of the Sea.
· Australia considers that marine protected areas (MPAs) beyond national jurisdiction should be comprehensive, adequate and representative, should be established with the primary purpose of protecting biodiversity, and should allow for multiple use where this is compatible with the objectives of the marine protected area. The governments of  Australia have adopted an  Integrated Marine and Coastal Regionalisation of  Australia. All reports associated with the Marine and Coastal Regionalisation  and previous marine regionalisations are available at:   http://www.environment.gov.au/coasts/mbp/imcra/index.html.   

· The datasets used to  develop the Marine and Coastal Regionalisation are freely available as GIS  layers through the Discover Information Geographically website at the  Department of the Environment, Water, Heritage and the Arts:   http://www.environment.gov.au/erin/dig/index.html.   

· The Marine and  Coastal Regionalisation is currently being updated through the Australian  Government’s Commonwealth Environmental Research Facilities Marine  Biodiversity Hub.   

· The Marine and  Coastal Regionalisation provides a spatial framework that has applications for  many aspects of environmental management. It is based on collated data and  inferred patterns across a variety of spatial scales and plays an important  role in describing ecosystem boundaries for planning and management in the  natural environment.   

· The Marine and  Coastal Regionalisation contributes to an understanding of the wide variety of  marine environments and forms an important input to planning and management  decisions that may be made at different spatial scales. As a tool for  organising spatial information, the Marine and Coastal Regionalisation is  important for conservation, education, science, environmental inventories,  delineation of biophysical distributions and the development of management  policies and organisation of management activities. 

· Identification of the representative network of marine reserves  in Commonwealth waters, including identification of marine reserves and  proposed zoning arrangements, is being undertaken systematically  through a marine bioregional  planning process. 

· The  Marine and Coastal  Regionalisation plays an important  role in Australia’s marine bioregional planning process  and, in particular, forms the basis for  assessing representativeness  during the development of the  National Representative System. 

· The policy framework for  identifying protected areas for inclusion in the National Representative  System is the nationally agreed Guidelines for Establishing the National  Representative System of Marine Protected  Areas. 

· The Guidelines were prepared to  assist Government agencies in developing the National Representative System  and to help stakeholders understand this process. The Guidelines deal with key  aspects of the establishment of marine protected areas including the functions  of the National Representative System and criteria for identifying and  selecting marine protected areas. The Guidelines continue to be used by each  jurisdiction to reinforce the national commitment to establishing the National  Representative System. The Guidelines are available at: http://www.environment.gov.au/coasts/mpa/publications/nrsmpa-guidelines.html. 

