
Biodiversity and Climate Change

Why is this important?
Biodiversity underpins the functioning of ecosystems, and the provision of ecosystem services 
that are essential for human well-being. Climate change threatens the ability of biodiversity and 
ecosystems to continue to provide these essential services. 

The contribution of Working Group II1 to the Fifth Assessment Report of the Intergovernmental 
Panel on Climate Change (IPCC) found that climate change is having, and will continue to have, 
negative impacts on terrestrial, inland water, coastal and marine ecosystems. 

At the same time, biodiversity can play a significant role in climate change mitigation and 
adaptation. Therefore, it is important to take action now to reduce the impacts of climate change 
on biodiversity and to strengthen the ability of biodiversity to respond to climate change through 
conservation, restoration and sustainable use.

______________
1  IPCC, 2014: Summary for policymakers. In: Climate Change 2014: Impacts, Adaptation, and Vulnerability.
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What news to expect in Pyeongchang? 

At its eighteenth meeting the Subsidiary Body on Scientific, Technical and Technological Advice 
recommended that the Conference of Parties adopt a decision acknowledging the vulnerability of 
biodiversity and ecosystems to climate change; and encouraging Parties to integrate ecosystem 
based approaches to climate change adaptation and disaster risk reduction. 
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